
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

High School Library 

Wednesday, October 12, 2005, 7:30 p.m. 

    
MinutesMinutesMinutesMinutes    

A.A.A.A.    AgendaAgendaAgendaAgenda    
Call to Order   The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. by Vice President Schoffstall. 
  
Opening Exercises  Opening exercises and roll call (as noted below) followed. 
  
Roll Call 

Roll Call  Pr Donald Link  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Kenneth Zellner 
pr/ab  Pr Christy Singley  Pr Mark Richman  Pr Gregory Snyder 
//////////  Ab Camille Bartlett  Pr Sally Schoffstall    Ab Kenneth Kistler 

Also Present:  B. & C. Kiefer, S. Mannino, A. Bannar, B & J Eckhart, C. Hertzog, T. White, J. Freeman,  
R. Walters, D. Schafer, K. Kelley, D. Nemes, K. Fisher, L. Stitzel, M. Malay, R. Cartier, 
E. McLaughlin, L. Matika, S. Meixsell, C. Linde, J. Fruend, Esq., E. Kerschner, T. Ahner,  
B. Klass and students, N. Zellner, Asst. Board Sec. 
 

Approval of Agenda   Dr. Gould noted additions to the agenda.  The agenda was approved as 
amended. 

 
   Moved:  G. Snyder  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 

 
Vice  President welcomed guests and provided for comments. 
Student presentation–Futures II Class 
Students from the Futures II class gave a presentation that highlighted their achievements at the 
SAGE conference held in San Francisco last August. 
National Honor Society Officers extended an invitation to all Board members to their induction 
banquet on November 8. 

 
*Approval of Minutes, as attached, for September 14, and September 21, 2005. 

 
Personnel action, as listed below. 
L. Matika highlighted requested personnel items.  A motion was made by M. Ondra to include 
items on the addendum, but exclude item 6 on page two—extra curricular positions.   
 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 
 

1. Appointment of Joshua Shiffer, 2141 Seipstown Road, Fogelsville, 18051, to the position of 
class 
 E/F, van driver/van driver substitute at a rate of $13.40 effective October 3, 2005 pending 
receipt  of all necessary paperwork. 
 
2. Recommendation to transfer Karen Lapos from class A Secretary to class E Secretary to the 
Assistant  
 Superintendent effective August 1, 2005. 
 
3. Recommendation to accept the following transportation classification changes effective 
September  
 19, 2005: 
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a. Tamilee Haaf:  class C driver to class B driver ($18.00) effective September 6, 2005 
b. John Halasovski: class D substitute driver to class C driver ($15.00) effective 

September 19, 2005 
c. Lamar Madtes:  class D substitute driver to class C driver ($15.00) effective 

September 19, 2005 
d. John Brady:  class D substitute driver to class C driver ($15.00) effective 

September 19, 2005 
e. Jeffrey Collins:  class D substitute driver to class C driver ($15.00) effective 

September 19, 2005 
f. Ericka Retequiz:  class D substitute driver to class E van driver ($13.40) effective 

September 19, 2005 
 

4. Approval to add the following to the district teacher substitute list effective October 12, 2005 
 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork: 

a. Patricia Fenstermacher:  6052 Krauss Road, Schnecksville, 18078 
 Citizenship 7-12 certification  
b. Taylor Christman:  9582 Ponderosa Court, Kempton, 19529 
 Emergency certification with an emphasis on Social Studies 9-12 

 
5. Approval to remove the following from the substitute food service list effective September 27, 
2005: 

a. Joann Partington – employment elsewhere 
 
6. Request for five unpaid days for John Brady, transportation, from October 17 through October 
21, 2005. 
 
7. Request for unpaid medical leave for Bonita Youwakim, transportation, beginning September 
15, 2005. 
 
8. Extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2005-2006 school year: 
 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR 
APPLICATIONS 

NAME STIPEND 

SUBJECT CONTACT PERSON   
Math – MS  Ruth Richman $839.88 
HIGH SCHOOL ADVISORS   
Musical (Spring) Music 
Director 

Kristin Showalter 
Terri Lundberg 

$776.02 (1/2 stipend) 
$776.02 (1/2 stipend) 

Assistant Percussion 
Instructor 

Owen Osborne VOLUNTEER  
(pending receipt of 
clearances) 

 

A motion was made to approve the extra curricular positions as a separate item.  M. Richman 
abstained. 

 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  C. Singley Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No,  1 Abstain 

 
 
B.B.B.B.    Curriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building IssuesCurriculum/Building Issues    

Approval of Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit Special Education Services Agreement for the  
2005-2006 school year. 
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J. Gould reviewed the agreement.  C. Linde explained the differences in the payment terms from 
previous years.  90% of the payments will be made by the end of January.  M. Richman questioned 
whether this payment schedule would result in cash flow issues for the district.  G. Snyder 
commented that this would mean we are paying for services we have not yet received.  Discussion 
followed.  Dr. Gould will discuss the matter at tomorrow’s Superintendents’ Meeting.  The request 
was tabled until the next board meeting. 

 

Approval for the High School Math Seminar Course. 
The Board agreed to take action on items 2-5 as one item.  S. Meixsell reviewed the high school 
Math, Level 1 & 2 World Language curriculums, and Level 1 & 2 World Language texts which have 
been available for viewing in the Administrative Office.  The PSSA support materials that will be 
purchased are requested as supplements to help prepare students for PSSA testing.  S. Meixsell met 
with the company rep for the textbooks. The textbook purchase will include interactive CDs (one 
with each textbook) and web based components for the three languages.  Consideration will be 
made for students who do not have computers at home.  CDs must be returned with the textbook at 
the end of the semester. 

 
Approval for the PSSA Support Materials for Language Arts and Math Curriculums. 
Approval of Level 1 & 2 World Language Curriculums. 
Approval of Level 1 & 2 World Language Texts. 
 
     Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  C. Singley Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 
 

Approval of Tutorial Agreement with KidsPeace Children’s Hospital for student #06170. 
For support services as needed. 

 
     Moved:  G. Snyder  Seconded:  C. Singley Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 
 

First reading of the texts for Levels 3 & 4 World Language Curriculums. 
S. Meixsell commented on the texts that will be available for review in the Administrative Office.  
The Spanish, French, and German texts are for grades 9 –12. 

 
*Approval of Level 3 & 4 World Language Curriculums. 

 
C..C..C..C..                    PoliciesPoliciesPoliciesPolicies    

Consideration of PSBA Policy Review Schedule. 
S. Meixsell explained the procedure the district will try to follow when reviewing and editing 
board policies.  We may deviate from the schedule based on need.  We hope to pass policy 
changes as policy is updated.  G. Snyder questioned whether we have a policy committee and if 
a board member should be a permanent part of the committee.  PSBA review is comparing a 
standard format to what we had to make sure we are not missing anything.   

 
Parent letter for opting out of student photos. 
S. Meixsell reviewed a letter and form for parents regarding student photos.  Parents do have the 
right to opt out.  Distribution and completion of the form will become part of the annual process.  
Discussion followed on photos used for journalism purposes (Tiger Talk, yearbooks, and outside 
organizations). 
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D.D.D.D.    FacilitiesFacilitiesFacilitiesFacilities    

Approval of Lehigh Carbon Community College Resolution 41.14 for capital projects— 
construction of Homeland Security Building and renovation of the Science Hall to 
accommodate the Education Center. 
J. Gould noted these capital projects would be at no cost to the district.  

 
   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  C. Singley Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No  

  
Roll Call Vote Yes D. Link Yes M. Ondra Yes K. Zellner 
pr/ab Yes C. Singley Yes M. Richman Yes G. Snyder 
/////////// Ab C. Bartlett Yes S. Schoffstall Ab K. Kistler 

 
Update on FMP 
J. Gould reported that the Steering Committee will be meeting October 27 for an update on the 
elementary projects and data on other projects that must be included.  Another site visit is 
planned for October 21 to Whitehall-Coplay School District to view a different campus set-up of 
K-1 building & grades 2-4 building.  

  

 
E.   District Finances:District Finances:District Finances:District Finances:    
  

Approval of student activity contracts as summarized on the attached list. 
C. Linde explained contracts for upcoming student activities in the various buildings. 
 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No 
 

*Approval of changes to district bus stops for 2005/2006 school year. 
 
*Approval of contract with Intellimark IT Business Solutions to provide technical and 
consulting  
services in the amount of $3,999.00. 
 
*Receive the following Reports for September, 2005: 

 a.  Budget Report 
 b.  Revenues Report 
 c.  Treasurer’s Report 

General Fund  
Capital Reserve Fund  
2004 GON. 
Food Service Fund  

 d.  EIT Report 
 e.  Activity Fund Report 
 

*Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 
 a.  General Fund  
 b.  Capital Reserve Fund  
 c.  2004 GON  
 d.  Food Service Fund  
 e.  Tiger Fund  
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F.F.F.F.            Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports:Other Reports: 

*Federal Programs 
 
*Foundation Report 
 
*Enrollment Report 
 
*Committee Reports as follows: 

  a.  Intermediate Unit 
   �LVBEP Report 
  b.  �Legislation 
  c.  Recreation Commission 
  d.  LCTI 
 

New Business 
 

Approval of revised Emergency Operations Plan.   
S. Meixsell explained that J. Zimmerman has the responsibility to continually update personnel, 
title, location, and map changes to the existing Emergency Operations Plan.  S. Schoffstall asked 
if it is updated every year.  The plan is a supporting document to the Crisis Response Flip 
Charts located in every classroom and office. 
 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  G. Snyder Vote:  7 Yes,  0 No  

 
First reading of software materials to support ninth grade integrated curriculum.   
The software purchase is a component of the 720 Grant.  “TeenBiz” and “Blended Schools” will 
enhance student comprehension in reading, writing, and language arts.   

 
Update on High School Math Planning. 
A planning meeting was held on October 10 to look at present courses to see if we are on target.  
It was noted there is a lot of algebra on the 11th grade test.  Most of our students take algebra in 
8th or 9th grade leaving a two-year gap until they take the test.  The math department expressed 
concern over outdated software.  The committee will meet again on October 20. 

 
President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment.   
Rick Walters of 7373 Gun Club Road, New Tripoli expressed concern over CD usage vs. 
textbooks and students who do not have home computers.  S. Meixsell assured Mr. Walters that 
CDs are being used in addition to textbooks.  Discussion followed on adapting assignments and 
communicating the status of students without computer access. 

 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary.  There were none. 

 
Report from Superintendent Gould 
J. Gould introduced Darryl Schafer, candidate for Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of 
Directors. 
 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing 
L. Matika noted that T. Ahner will be doing an article for the Chronicle on new teachers, 
highlighting those who are graduates of Northwestern Lehigh.  D. Nemes reported on the 
progress of the Middle States Committee and the high school Program of Studies booklet 
that should be ready by November.  K. Kelley noted that middle school teachers used the 
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October 10 in-service day for grade level planning.  R. Cartier reported the new Open 
House format used this year at Weisenberg was well received. 
b.  Board Member Sharing 
Board members commented on district activities they attended during the past week. 
c.  � Legislative Information 
d.  Reminder:  Committee Meetings— 
  Oct. 12 Buildings & Grounds  6:00 p.m. 
  Oct. 19 Finance Committee   5:30 p.m. 
    Dinner at LCTI   6:00 p.m. 
  Oct. 27 FMP Steering Committee 6:30 p.m. 
e.  Other 

 
 
G.G.G.G.            AdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournmentAdjournment        
    

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30. 
 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner vote:  7 yes,  0 no 

    
 
*    Item for October 19th board meeting 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    
M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary  


