
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, May 9, 2007, 7:30 p.m. 

Minutes 

A.  Agenda 

Call to Order  The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by President Snyder. 

  
Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 6 present 

Roll Call Ab Camille Bartlett Ab Donald Link Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab Pr Willard Dellicker Ab Michael Ondra Pr Gregory Snyder 

////// Pr Paul Fisher, Jr. Pr Darryl Schafer Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also Present:  T. Maalouf & art students & parents, B. Anthony & 10th grade English students,  
C. Thrash, E. Kerschner, B. Hart, L. Hoppes, E. McLaughlin, L. Matika, C. Linde,  
P. Kuhn, D. Halpin, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner 

   
Approval of Agenda—S. Meixsell explained the changes in the format of the agenda.  Additions 
to the agenda will be highlighted in gray on the agenda instead of presented on an addendum 
sheet. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments 

• NWE art students’ presentation—Tracy Maalouf and students explained how they did 
their artwork.  Students were presented with certificates of appreciation. 

• Classrooms For the Future presentation—Brian Anthony shared ideas on ways the 
laptops can be utilized to present instruction.  Research projects can now be done right 

in the classroom accessing endless resources through the Internet. Mr. Anthony noted 
the CFF Grant has expanded opportunities for the students and has increased the 
amount of reading students do in the classroom.  26 classrooms & 33 teachers are set up 

to use the laptops.  Three more teachers will get laptops next year. Students, Cory 
Thrash, Kyle Hill and Mollyann Carroll also commented on the positive impact & 
challenges.  The students were appreciative and noted it was a much more effective way 
to learn. 

 
Personnel action, as listed below: 
L. Matika introduced Alan Hack who will be teaching math in the middle school next year. 
 

1. Appointment of Alan Hack to the position of 8th Grade Mathematics Teacher assigned to the 
Middle School, effective August 20, 2007 at BS Step 1 ($38,500) pending receipt of all 
necessary paperwork.  Alan has a Bachelor of Arts in Mathematics from Susquehanna 

University.  
2. Request to accept the resignation of Kathleen Thomas, SAP Coordinator assigned to the 

Middle School, effective the last day of the 2006/2007 school year.   
3. Request to accept the resignation of Mary Kemmerer, Class B Teacher Assistant assigned to 

Weisenberg Elementary, effective June 7, 2007.   
4. Appointment of the following as Summer Reading Program Teachers as recommended, at 

$27.50/hour – not to exceed a program total of 44 hours: 

a. Kim DeFazio 
b. Laura Hallman 
c. Joy Hauck 
d. Jennifer Kernick 

e. Susan McMullen 
f. Sherry Minich 
g. Nicole Mizak 
h. Michelle Wanner 

5. Recommendation to remove the following individual from the Substitute Health Assistant list 
effective April 26, 2007:  Mary-Lew Renninger – employment elsewhere 
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6. Request for reclassification for the following Buildings and Grounds employee for the 
2007/208 year:  Thomas Hudak, High School Custodial from C1 to C3 

 
   Moved:  D. Schafer  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of tutorial agreement(s) with KidsPeace National Hospital Centers for tutorial 
services for student #13239 

   Moved:  P.Fisher  Seconded:  S. Schoffstall Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

First reading of Middle School grades 6-8 reading curriculum 
During the last year and a half, Language Arts teachers worked to align the reading curriculum to 
PA Standards & Anchors.  This curriculum integrates academic literacy into science and social 

studies. We will also be looking at the purchase of laptops to support an extended environment. 
 
First reading of Middle School grade 6 math curriculum and plans for grades 5, 7 & 8 
L. Hoppes reviewed math plans for the grouping of students based on individual needs.  This can 

be accommodated by the new schedule and will allow for more opportunities for support and 
enrichment.  The sixth grade curriculum has been re-written.  Seventh grade plans for 08/09 
school year will introduce Algebra I.  In the 09/10 school year, Pre-Algebra, Algebra I & II will 

offered based on students’ needs.  Information from the Datawarehouse will be utilized to see 
how to meet the needs of the students.   
 
Special Education Update 

E. McLaughlin shared information regarding the State targets for the District. 
 
C.  Policies 

First reading of revisions to Policy 218 Student Discipline 

S. Meixsell reviewed the revisions regarding corporal punishment.  Student Code of Conduct is 
reviewed annually and can be found in Parent/Student handbooks and on the District website. 
 

Approval of Policies 212, 213 & 215 
Policies were approved after the appropriate 30-day review period. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

D.  Facilities 

Elementary Project Update 
Bids were opened on May 1, 2007.  Prime contractor bids were appropriate.  Base bids for 

General Contractor were not.  Bids will be modified and re-written with new roofing specs to 
advertise by May 11, 2007.  PennDOT Occupancy permit for a new driveway was received.  A 
Project Manager’s meeting has be scheduled to review phasing for the summer months. 
 

Approval to reject all of the General Contractor base and alternate bids submitted on 
May 1, 2007 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

E.  District Finances: 

Approval of proposal from Communication Systems, Inc. for upgrading of the Middle 
School Auditorium sound system at a cost of $7,941 (to be reimbursed by the 

Performing Arts Association) 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Confirmation of Middle School Student Activity Fund transportation contracts with Carl 

R. Beiber Tourways as follows: 
• 8th grade fieldtrip to Gettysburg on 4/26/07 in the amount of $4039.20 
• 5th grade fieldtrip to Philadelphia historical area on 5/8/07 in the amount of 

$3787.50 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
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Approval of New Tripoli Bank as the District depository for the 2007-2008 school year 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Approval of copy paper bid award through CSIU 16 per tabulation 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of renewal of agreements for health services with Northwestern Medical Center 
with no increase from last year’s agreement, including physicals for transportation 
personnel ($9) and athletic and grade level physicals ($7) 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of contract with American Party Company-DJ Division for DJ Services for the 

Senior Prom in the amount of $2,274.16 from student activity account 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
F.  Other Reports 

Old Business—none  
 
New Business—none  

 
President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—no comments 
 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  

 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell—S. Meixsell shared information regarding pro-active 
sanitizing of the locker rooms, weight room and cardio room to prevent spread of a bacterial 
infection.  Parents were notified and students will be reminded of safety procedures.  S. Meixsell 

shared copies of the Credo Publication with Board members.  
a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—Principals shared current events.  L. Matika noted 
the success of meeting excellent candidates at area Job Fairs during the hiring process. 

b.  Board Member Sharing—P. Fisher commented on the Middle School play performance 
plans to upgrade the audio system began about a year ago.  D. Schafer attended Open Mike 
at the high school.  S. Schoffstall & K. Fisher attended the PSBA Legislative breakfast. 
c.  � Legislative Information 

d.  Committee Meetings—Buildings & Grounds—5/2/07 at 4 p.m.  
 Finance—5/9/07 at 5:30 p.m. 
 Personnel—5/9/07 at 6:45 p.m. 

 Transportation—5/16/07 at 6:00 p.m. 
 District Extracurricular & Athletics—5/16/07 at 6:30 p.m. 

 
G.  Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 9:18 p.m. for a short recess followed 
by Executive Session for personnel issues. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Schafer vote:  6 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    

M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary 

 

 


