
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, September 12, 2007, 7:30 p.m. 

Minutes 
A.  Agenda 

Call to Order   The meeting was called to order at 7:33 p.m. by President Snyder. 
  
Opening Exercises  Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  

Roll Call 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Ab Willard Dellicker  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

//////  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also present:   students, D. Halpin, E. Kerschner, K. Kelley, R. Cartier, A. Nickischer, D. Nemes,  
     L. Matika, C. Linde, S. Meixsell, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
Approval of Agenda The agenda was approved as amended. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments—no comments 
 

Personnel action, as listed 
1. Approval of the following horizontal movements on the respective salary levels per the 

teachers’ negotiated contract and receipt of appropriate transcripts and/or certification for the 

following: 
a. Jodi Chandler   from BS to BS+24 
b. Brianne Gimbel  from BS to MS 
c. Julie Pennabaker  from BS+24 to MS 

d. Amanda Wilson  from BS+24 to MS 
e. Brian Xander   from BS to BS+24 

2. Appointment of Michael Sylvester to the position of Fourth Grade Teacher assigned to 
Weisenberg Elementary.  Michael is presently a Guidance Counselor assigned to Weisenberg 
Elementary. 

3. Appointment of Nancy Gold, Norristown, PA 19401, to the position of Guidance Counselor 
assigned to Weisenberg Elementary effective August 27, 2007 at MS Step 1 ($40,650).  Nancy 

has a Master of Arts in Counseling with a Certification in Elementary Guidance from 
Immaculata University and a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania.  Nancy was a long-term substitute Guidance Counselor assigned to 
Northwestern Elementary for the second semester of the 2006-2007 school year. 

4. Appointment of Kimberly Trexler, Kempton, PA 19529, to the position of 50% Learning 
Support Teacher assigned to the High School effective September 4, 2007 at 50% BS Step 1 
($19,250) prorated for the 2007-2008 school year.  Kimberly has a Bachelor of Science 

Degree in Elementary Education/Special Education from Kutztown University.  Previously, 
Kimberly was a Paraprofessional at Kutztown Area High School. 

5. Appointment of James Moll, Easton, PA 18042, to a day-to-day substitute for the Middle 
School Technology Education Teacher position at a rate of $120/day effective September 24, 

2007 until he receives his type 01 emergency permit with educational obligation.  At this time 
he will be employed as a long-term substitute Middle School Technology Education Teacher at 
BS Step 2 ($39,000) prorated for the remainder of the 2007-2008 school year.  James has a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Business Education.  Formerly James was a Business Teacher 
for the Wilson Area School District. 

6. Appointment of Kathy Schick, Center Valley, PA 18034, to the position of a long-term 
substitute Reading Specialist assigned to Northwestern Elementary at 73% of MS Step 7 

($44,550) effective September 11, 2007 for 95 days.  Kathy has a Bachelor of Arts Degree 
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from Moravian College in Elementary Education and a Master of Education Degree from 
Kutztown University as a Reading Specialist. 

7. Appointment of Michelle Dudley, Throop, PA 18512, to the position of Class B Remedial 
Assistant assigned to the High School Guidance Office at a rate of $13.10/hour, five 
hours/day, 200 days/year effective August 21, 2007. 

8. Appointment of Helen Ann Hatfield, New Tripoli, PA 18066, to the position of Temporary Class 
B Special Education Teacher Assistant assigned to LCTI at a rate of $10.84/hour, four and one 
half hours/day, and 180 days/year effective September 4, 2007.  Helen Ann is presently a 
Substitute Teacher Assistant with the District. 

9. Appointment of Kimberly Ring, New Tripoli, PA 18066, to the position of Class B Special 
Education Teacher Assistant assigned to the High School at a rate of $10.84/hour, six 
hours/day, and 180 days/year effective September 4, 2007. 

10. Recommendation to transfer Suzanne Hummel from Class C1 Secretary to the Director of 
Student Athletics and Activities to a Class A Teacher Assistant assigned to the High School.  
Assignment of 200 days (prorated for 2007-2008 school year), 7.5 hours/day for an adjusted 
salary of $15,025.70 effective September 4, 2007. 

11. Appointment of Gail Phillips to the position of Tiger Concessions Supervisor at a rate of 
$13.25/hour effective August 27, 2007.  Gail is presently a Substitute Food Service Worker for 
the District. 

12. Approval of child rearing leave following FMLA for Adrienne Ligenza, High School Teacher  until 
the second semester of the 2007-2008 school year. 

13. Approval of disability leave followed by FMLA for Jodi Chandler, Middle School Teacher with a 
return to work date of approximately October 3, 2007. 

14. Approval to change employment date for Kathleen McDonald, Northwestern Elementary 
Teacher Assistant, from September 4, 2007 to August 27, 2007. 

15. Approval to accept the resignation of Katie Kressley Learning Support Teacher assigned to 
Weisenberg Elementary effective August 16, 2007. 

16. Approval to accept the resignation of Linda Romig, Food Service General Production Worker 
effective August 27, 2007. 

17. Approval to accept the resignation of Linda Kerschner, Class A Secretary assigned to the High 
School Guidance Office effective September 21, 2007. 

18. Approval to add the following individuals to the Substitute Food Service list effective date to 
be determined upon receipt of all necessary paperwork at a rate of $9.10/hour: 
a. Roseann Stetler –New Tripoli, PA 18066 
b. Christine Mann – New Tripoli, PA 18066 

19. Recommendation to add the following individual to the District Substitute Teacher list effective 
September 17, 2007:  Courtney Benedict – 4217 Valley Drive, Allentown, PA 18104 , 
Elementary Education Certification 

20. Approval for the addition of the following “Guest Teacher” personnel to the District Substitute 
Teacher list effective September 17, 2007 for the 2007-2008 school year pending receipt of 
final documentation: 
a. Mary Boehm – Schnecksville, PA 18078 
b. Pamela Swartz – Lansford, PA 18232 
c. Mindy Espinoza – Fogelsville, PA 18051 
d. Sergio Espinoza –Fogelsville, PA 18051 
e. Janine Hemond –, New Tripoli, PA 18066 
f. Susan Israel –, Allentown, PA 18104 
g. John Kupcha –, Walnutport, PA 18088 
h. Kristine Neel –, Schnecksville, PA 18078 
i. Debra Ninesling –, Emmaus, PA 18049 
j. Kathleen Rusiecki –, Macungie, PA 18062 
k. Leslie Schoeniger –, New Tripoli, PA 18066  

21. Approval to remove the following individuals from the District Teacher Substitute list effective 
August 19, 2007: 
a. Julie McHugh – employment elsewhere 
b. Megan Marquette – employment elsewhere 

22. Approval to remove the following individual from the District Substitute Teacher Assistant list 
effective August 30, 2007:  Jo-Ann Partington – employment elsewhere 
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23. Request for approval for unpaid days for the following individuals: 
a. Barbara Keim, Transportation, 8 unpaid days:  November 15 through November 26, 2007 

     b.  Anne Bender, Technology Integration Coach, 4 unpaid days:  September 27 through 
October 2, 2007 

c.  Angela Rex, Northwestern Elementary Teacher Assistant, 6 unpaid days:  November 30 
through December 7, 2007 

24. Approval of extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2007-08 school year 
pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  

Extra-curricular Application Name Stipend 

Assistant Boys Basketball Coach – MS Richard Kulp $3,705.98 

Activity Manager – MS Brian Xander $1,063.89 

FBLA Advisor Andrew Sutton $923.46 

Student Council Co-Advisor Stacie Roos $1,309.60 (1/2 stipend) 

Event/Equipment Manager Josh Zimmerman $1,922.32 

Head Wrestling Coach Bryan Klass $6,176.64 

Fall Drama Director Bill Mutimer $2,650.60 

Drama Club Advisor Bill Mutimer $350.00 

Spring Musical Choreographer Bill Mutimer $1,255.37 

Spring Musical Director Bill Mutimer $2,650.60 

Spring Musical Art/Tech Director Bill Mutimer $1,255.37 

Assistant Golf Coach Dick Inhoffer Volunteer 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of Letter of Agreement with Lehigh Valley Drug and Alcohol Intake Unit for 
Student Assistance Program (SAP) for 2007/2008 

The agreement continues as in past years for services available to our students. 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of ASP Services Agreement with K12 Systems, Inc. in the amount of $8775.00 

for Sapphire Teacher Gradebook & Elementary Report Cards 
The agreement continues web-based software services supporting the current child accounting 
software program. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
C.  Policies 

Discussion and first reading of Policy 606 Tax Collection and Policy 606.1 Per Capita 

Tax Exoneration  
C. Linde reviewed changes to Policy 606 that give clarification to compensation for installment 
payments and the District’s position as to reimbursement.  It also identifies the District’s 
responsibility for future software applications.  Policy 606.1 remains the same, but both policies 

are in the new format.   
 
Policy update relevant to Chapter 12 

The District received feedback from PDE last week.  Mark Scott will review policies to insure 
compliance. 
 
Changes to the Homebound Instruction Procedure were reviewed.  The edits clarified homebound 

teacher and classroom teacher. 
 

D.  Facilities 

Approval of proposal from Williams Scotsman, Inc. for storage container delivered 

8/24/07 at a monthly rate of $85 plus $105 delivery fee and $105 return freight cost to 
store items from NWE during construction plus an additional container if necessary 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
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Approval to accept bid for sale and removal of Weisenberg modular per tabulation 

Two bids were received.  Brian Gracely will take ownership and remove the modular as specified.  
The District will receive $3,500 plus sales tax. 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval to accept recommendation regarding radon mitigation bids per attached 
tabulation 
A motion was made by M. Ondra to reject the bid for radon mitigation 
     Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval to accept construction bids for Weisenberg Elementary renovations project per 
tabulation  

Buildings & Grounds Committee reviewed bids and alternates and recommended the following: 
• ER Stuebner as General Contractor, base and alternates that include four additional 

classrooms, retractable bleachers, terrazzo flooring in specified areas totaling $10,530,000 
• Wind Gap Electric as Electrical Contractor, base and alternates totaling $1,926,309 

• Jay R. Reynolds as Plumbing Contractor, base and alternates totaling $1,001,100 
• MBR Construction Services as HVAC Contractor, base bid and alternates totaling 

$2,959,000 

• Sargent Enterprises as Asbestos Contractor, base bid of $178,000 
Approval was given for the project at a total cost of $16,594,409.00. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of PlanCon F attachment C for Weisenberg Elementary 
   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
E.  District Finances 

Approval to waive interest receivable from Northwestern Lehigh Educational 
Foundation Inc. for the 2006/2007 year in the amount of $291.02 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  S. Schoffstall Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of gate ticket and season ticket prices for athletic and theater events for the 
2007/2008 school year as attached 
There were no changes from last year. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Consideration of waiver of costs for Northwestern Lehigh Cross Country Booster Club 

for: 
• “Tiger Trot” event held August 4, 2007 in the amount of $25.00  
• Concession stand use on August 6, 2007 in the amount of $35.00 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval to rescind Board action of May 16, 2007 identifying tax collector compensation 
and expense reimbursement 
Compensation and reimbursement will be reflected in new Policy 606 that will be on review for 

the required 30 days and are currently covered under policy 804. 
   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of the following contracts with:  
• PowerMoves in the amount of $1,800.00 plus expenses for two assemblies at the Middle 

School/High School on October 12, 2007  
• Ballet Guild of the Lehigh Valley, Inc. in the amount of $907.50 for fieldtrip tickets to a 

performance of the Nutcracker- 2007 on December 14, 2007  
    Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
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Approval of agreement with Northwestern Ambulance Corps, Inc for Basic Life Support 
Services for the 2007-2008 football season at $60 per hour 

 
   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  C. Bartlett Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

F. Other Reports 
  

Old Business—none  
 
New Business—none  
 

President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment—President Snyder 
acknowledged high school students attended the meeting as part of their Foundations of 
Education class. 

 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  
 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell—The Classrooms For the Future grant calculation was 

updated to $250,000.  L. Stitzel is working on reconfiguration.  Weisenberg parents have been 
alerted regarding phone problems.  The District is working with Verizon to solve the problem. 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—Building Principals shared current events in their 

buildings and noted upcoming Open House dates.  L. Matika noted that 28 faculty positions 
were filled throughout the summer.  Interviews are being scheduled for the Asst. 
Superintendent position. 
b.  Board Member Sharing—P. Fisher expressed his thanks to Don Link, Darryl Schafer, and 

LeRoy Sorenson for their hard work at Night in the Country.  D. Schafer thanked the 
administration for a great start to the school year.  D. Link noted his thanks to the community 
for the tremendous support of Night in the Country and his appreciation as a parent for the 
parent communications such as the letters and the Connect Ed system. S. Schoffstall 

commented on the Board Friday email reports. 
c.  Legislative Information—no report 
d.  Committee Meetings—Buildings & Grounds, 9/5 & 9/12@ 4pm, Brd Rm 

 Finance, 9/12 @ 6pm, Brd Rm 
 Public Relations, 9/19 @5pm, Brd Rm 
 Personnel, 9/19 @6pm, Brd Rm 

 

G. Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:33 p.m. 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Link vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    

M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary 

 


