
 

 

Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, August 8, 2007, 7:30 p.m. 

Minutes 
A.  Agenda 

Call to Order  President Snyder called the meeting to order at 7:31 p.m. 
  
Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  

Roll Call 7 present 

Roll Call  Pr  Camille Bartlett  Pr Donald Link  Ab Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Pr Willard Dellicker  Ab Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

//////  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also present:  L. Sorensen, D. Halpin, E. Kerschner, L. Atwater, S. Petcavage, D. Nemes, K. Kelley,  
K. Fisher, A. Nickischer, M. Scott, L. Stitzel, L. Matika, S. Meixsell, J. Freund, Esq.,  
N. Zellner 

 

Approval of Agenda—S. Meixsell noted an addition to the agenda.  The agenda was approved as 
amended.  

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

President welcomed guests and provided for comments—no comments 
 
Personnel action, as listed: 
1. Appointment of Amy Nickischer, Allentown, PA, to the position of High School Assistant Principal effective 

July 31, 2007 at $71,894 prorated for the 2007-08 school year.  Amy has a Bachelor of Science Degree 
in Elementary Education from Kutztown University and a Master of Arts Degree in Educational Leadership 
from Wilkes University.  Prior to joining the staff of Northwestern Lehigh School District Amy was a sixth 
grade teacher at Allentown School District. 

2. Appointment of Janet Bashore, Whitehall, PA, to the position of Northwestern Elementary Principal 
effective August 13, 2007 at $81,918 prorated for the 2007-08 school year.  Janet has a Bachelor of 

Science Degree in Elementary Education from Kutztown University and a Master of Science Degree in 
Educational Leadership from Wilkes University.  Prior to joining the staff of Northwestern Lehigh School 
District Janet was a fourth grade teacher at Northern Lehigh School District. 

3. Appointment of Sarah Petcavage, Allentown, PA, to the position of School Psychologist at MS+24 Step 1 
($42,150) effective August 20, 2007 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Sarah has a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in Psychology and Education from Bucknell University and a Master of Arts Degree in 

School Psychology from Lehigh University.  Sarah completed her Psychologist Internship at Saucon 
Valley School District.   

4. Appointment of Kristen Snyder, Nazareth, PA, to the position of long-term substitute Reading Specialist 
assigned to Weisenberg Elementary for the first semester of the 2007-08 school year at MS Step 3, 50% 
($20,825) effective August 27, 2007 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Kristen has a Bachelor 
of Science Degree in Elementary Education from Kutztown University.  Prior to joining the staff of 
Northwestern Lehigh School District Kristen was a Title I Aide at Parkland School District. 

5. Appointment of Danene DiSabella, Hazleton, PA, to the position of long-term substitute Guidance 
Counselor assigned to the High School for the first semester of the 2007-08 school year at MS Step 1, 
50% ($20,325) effective August 27, 2007 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Danene has a 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Human Development and Family Studies from The Pennsylvania State 
University and a Master of Science Degree in Counselor Education from Marywood University.  Prior to 
joining the staff at Northwestern Lehigh School District Danene was a Behavioral Specialist Consultant 
for the Children’s Behavioral Health Services. 

6. Recommendation to add the following individual to the District Substitute Teacher Assistant/Secretary 
list at a rate of $10.62/hour effective date to be determined upon receipt of all necessary paperwork:  
Louise Halasovski - New Tripoli, PA  

7. Recommendation to add the following individuals to the District Substitute Class D Transportation list at 
a rate to be determined effective September 4, 2007 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork: 
Paulette Bachert – Germansville, PA  &  David Krause – New Tripoli, PA 
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8. Request to accept the resignation of Cathy Venusto, Class B Teacher Assistant assigned to Northwestern 
Elementary, effective August 1, 2007. 

9. Recommendation of the following individuals as safety and security monitors for the 2007-08 school 
year.  Compensation of $15.00 (at overtime rate) for current full-time District staff employees.  Other 

individual’s compensated at a rate of $15.00/hour. 
a. Rick Boandl 
b. Craig Moyer 
c. Brian Kerschner 
d. Lou Rabenold 
e. Gary Spanitz 
f. Gordon Walls 

g. Josh Zimmerman 
10. Request for removal of student teaching experience for the following individual from Kutztown 

University:  Amber Ziemba with Kathy Fiedler, Middle School Librarian 
11. Approval of job description for Director of Student Services per the attached document. 
12. Approval of extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2007-08 school year pending 

receipt of all necessary paperwork.  

Extra-curricular Application Name Stipend 

Band Staff Brian Lilley 
John Hinz 
Shauna Bartholomew 

Volunteer 
Volunteer 
Volunteer 

Student Council Co-Advisor Lorie Clause $1,309.60 

Assistant Boy’s Basketball Coach (JV) Jonathan Gruber $3,705.98 

Head Boy’s Basketball Coach Bernard Dugan $6,176.64 

Summer Boy’s Basketball Bernard Dugan $350.00 

Fall Boy’s Basketball Intramurals Bernard Dugan $350.00 

 
13. Appointment of Laura Atwater, Breinigsville, PA, to the position of Gifted Teacher assigned to the Middle 

School effective August 27, 2007 at BS+24 Step 11 ($47,950) pending receipt of all necessary 
paperwork.  Laura is presently a Gifted Teacher for the Southern Lehigh School District.  Previously, 
Laura was a Gifted/Spanish Teacher at Northwestern High School. 

14. Recommendation to accept the following Transportation classification addition effective September 4, 
2007:  Paula Desiderio—add as Class D Substitute Bus Driver at a rate of $14.95/hour. 

15. Approval to accept the resignation of Diane Niedermeyer, Class B Teacher Assistant assigned to the high 
school, effective August 10, 2007.   

16. Approval to accept the resignation of Pamela Ansell, Transportation Class C Driver, effective August 6, 
2007.  

17. Approval to amend Todd Schellhamer’s Extracurricular Application for Assistant Football Coach to reflect 
70% of the Head Coach’s stipend.  This increase is due to participation in the program for more than 
three years.  The correct stipend should be $5,148.17. 

 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval to apply for grant funds through Keystone Nazareth Bank & Trust in the 

amount of $25,000 
The District will utilize our EITC program information to submit to Keystone for consideration of 
grant funds. 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

First Day Schedule 
L. Matika reviewed schedule for new staff induction day.  L. Stitzel shared the agenda for August 

27, the first staff day. 
 
C.  Policies 

Policy update per Chapter 12 of Strategic Plan 

S. Meixsell reminded Board members of areas of the Strategic Plan regarding Chapter 12.  Work 
will start again on finalizing policies.  Changes will be made to policy 006 & 007 dealing with the 
Public Relations Committee. 
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D.  Facilities 

Approval to accept the proposal from Integrity Mechanical, Inc. in the amount of 

$9,989.00 for repair of the water service control in the high school 
 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of Danair change order GC No. 1 for high school project in the amount of 
$1,200.00 to paint door frames in high school gymnasium 

 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
E.  District Finances 

Budget planning update 

The District will research different ways to look at the budget process.  Data will be collected from 
school districts of similar size. An analysis of District expenditures will also be done.  
 
Correction to the Voluntary Student Accident Plan Rates.  Voluntary Rates for 24-hour 

coverage is $86.00 not $75.00 as previously stated. 
This plan is offered to parents for 24-hour coverage. 

  

F. Other Reports 
Old Business—none  
 
New Business—none  

 
President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment—no comments   
 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  

 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—Safety & security will be a priority responsibility for 

the new Assistant Superintendent. The entire administrative team will attend training in 
August.  S. Meixsell will email Board members each Friday with District updates.   L. Stitzel 
shared the District received notification of two grants that have been approved for this school 
year.  D. Nemes noted over 400 students will be involved in activities scheduled to begin on 

August 13.  The band has been practicing for the last two weeks with more than 60 students 
involved.  
b.  Board Member Sharing—P Fisher shared information regarding the Alumni Association. 

The group has selected a logo, written Bylaws, elected officers and has a website, 
nwlalumni.org.  D. Link reminded everyone of the upcoming Night In the Country, August 18. 
c.  � Legislative Information 

d.  Committee Meetings—Buildings & Grounds Committee, 8/8 @ 4 p.m., Brd Rm 

 Personnel Committee, 8/8 @ 6 p.m., Brd Rm 
 Public Relations committee, 8/8 @ 6:45 p.m., Brd Rm 
 Finance Committee, 8/15 @ 6 p.m., Brd Rm 

 
G. Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    

M. Ondra, Secretary 

By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary 
 


