Northwestern Lehigh School District H
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
District Administrative Conference Room

Wednesday, July 18, 2007, 7:30 p.m. y

Minutes
A. Agenda
Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by President Snyder.
Opening Exercises Opening Exercises and roll call as listed below followed.
Roll Call 7 present
Roll Call Pr Camille Bartlett Pr Donald Link Ab Sally Schoffstall
Pr/Ab Pr Willard Dellicker Ab Michael Ondra Pr Gregory Snyder
1111/ Pr Paul Fisher, Jr. Pr Darryl Schafer Pr Kenneth Zellner

Also present: J. Bachman, J. McCabe, s. Souerwine, K. Lobach, C. Schilling, S. Shearer, P. Firkal,
K. Firkal, L. Mann, A. Jones, E. Kerschner, K. Fisher, K. Kelley, R. Cartier, C. Linde, L.
Matika, M. Scott, S. Meixsell, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., E. D. King, Esq., N. Zellner

Approval of Agenda as amended.
Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: D. Schafer Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

President welcomed guests and provided for comments—none

Approval of Minutes, as attached, for June 13 & June 20, 2007 as presented
Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: D. Link Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Personnel action, as listed below:

1. Appointment of Kristin Lobach, 368 Cypress Street, Walnutport, PA 18088, to the position of Life Skills
Support Teacher assigned to Northwestern Elementary at BS Step 2 ($39,000) pending receipt of all
necessary paperwork. Kristin has a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Special Education and Elementary
Education. Kristin is presently a Special Education Teacher for the Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit
#21.

2. Appointment of Denise Stockton, 4805 Forest Street, Lehighton 18235, to the position of Class C1
Custodian effective July 1, 2007 at a rate of $11.91/hour. Prior to July 1, 2007 Denise was a substitute
Custodian in the District.

3. Appointment of Glenn Matz, 4460 Park View Drive, Apartment T-4, Schnecksville 18078, to the position
of Class C1 Custodian effective July 1, 2007 at a rate of $11.91/hour. Prior to July 1, 2007 Glenn as a
substitute Custodian in the District.

4. Appointment of Kathleen McDonald, 3879 Crestview Court, New Tripoli, PA 18066, to the position of
Class B Teacher Assistant assigned to Northwestern Elementary effective September 4, 2007. This is a
part-time position for five hours/day, 183 days/year at a rate of $10.62/hour.

5. Recommendation to transfer Cathy Venusto from Class B Remedial Assistant/Paraprofessional assigned
to the High School Guidance Office to Class B Teacher Assistant assigned to Northwestern Elementary
effective September 4, 2007. This is a part-time position for six hours/day, 183 days/year at a rate of
$12.04/hour.

6. Request to accept the resignation of Sherrie Fenner, High School Math Teacher, effective August 19,
2007.

7. Approval to grant tenure for Amanda Strickler, Middle School Teacher, after completing three years of
satisfactory service to the district per administrative recommendation effective June 8, 2007.

8. Request to accept the resignation of Amanda Strickler, Middle School Gifted Teacher, effective August
23, 2007.

9. Approval for the request of disability leave in conjunction with family medical leave for Julianne
Pennabaker, Middle School Teacher, effective approximately October 5, 2007. Return to work date is
the first day of the second semester of the 2007/08 school year.

10. Approval for the request of disability leave in conjunction with family medical leave and childrearing
leave for Christina Thrash, High School Teacher, effective August 27, 2007. Return to work date is the
first day of the second semester of the 2007/08 school year.

11. Approval for the request for medical unpaid leave for Richard Retherford, Maintenance, effective July 13,
2007 (PM). Return to work date is August 1, 2007.
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12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Approval to grant tenure after completion of three (3) years of satisfactory service to the district for the
following per administrative recommendations, effective August 20, 2007:
Timothy Churetta, High School

Lorie Clause, High School

Michele Geczi, Middle School

Brianne Gimbel, High School

Lacey Hutson, Middle School

Michael Sikora, High School

Christina Thrash, High School

. Michelle Wanner, Weisenberg

Request for approval of unpaid days for the following individuals:

a. Jean Overstrom, Weisenberg Elementary Secretary, 5 unpaid days: July 9 through 13, 2007
Request for removal of student teaching experience for the following individual from Penn State
University from October 22 through December 14, 2007:

a. Jason Mackey with Timothy Churetta, High School Wellness/Fitness
Appointment of Kimberly Firkal, 66 Frankford Avenue, Tamaqua PA 18252, to the position of Third Grade
Teacher assigned to Northwestern Elementary at MS Step 4 ($42,250) pending the receipt of all
necessary paperwork.

Appointment of Carolyn Shilling, 1670 Silo Hill Lane, Breinigsville PA 18031, to the position of Fourth
Grade Teacher assigned to Weisenberg Elementary at MS Step 6 ($43, 550) pending the receipt of all
necessary paperwork.

Appointment of Susan Souerwine, 5231 Miller Drive, Macungie PA 18062, to the position of Reading
Specialist-SAP Coordinator assigned to the Middle School at MS 6 ($43,550) pending the receipt of all
necessary paperwork.

Appointment of Robert Biese, 719 Noble Street, Kutztown PA 19530, to the position of Math Teacher
assigned to the High School at BS Step 1 ($38,500) pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork.
Appointment of Patricia Leo, 2023 Sunset Drive, Fogelsville PA 18051, to the position of LTS for the
2007/2008 school year as the ESL teacher for District-wide assignment at BS Step 3 ($39,500) pending
the receipt of all necessary paperwork.

Extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2007-2008 school year as listed:

SQT0 a0 Tw

EXTRA-CURRICULAR APPLICATIONS NAME STIPEND
ADVISORS:
Computer Coordinator - WEIS Pamela Miers $2,042.64
Computer Coordinator - NWE Karla Mertz $2,042.64
Computer Coordinator — MS Shannon Kistler $2,431.73
National Honor Society Co-Advisors Adrienne Ligenza $830.97
Jeremy Smoyer $830.97
Student Council Co-Advisor — MS (2) Jodi Chandler $1,128.71
Julianne Pennabaker $1,128.71
Senior Class Advisors (2) Heidi Taylor $1,468.96
Jan Pavelco $1,468.96
Junior Class Advisor Heather Fugazzotto $1,027.38
Sophomore Class Advisor Shay Wagner $1,027.38
Band Director Scott Brown $5,036.78
Assistant Band Director James Lewis $1,902.48
Jazz Band Director Scott Brown $875.38
Band B - MS Robert Billig $1,814.38
Band A-MS James Lykins $1,814.38
Chorus A & B-MS Scott Brown $2,735.70
Spring Musical Music Director Terri Lundberg $1,635.33
Chorus Advisor Terri Lundberg $2,194.63
Yearbook Advisor — MS Christina Fogel $1,187.31
Yearbook Advisor — HS Lynn Oblas $4,352.84
Yearbook Business Manager Lynn Oblas $923.46
Tiger Talk Advisor Lynn Oblas $2,643.18
CREDO Advisor Tracy Maalouf $923.46
Art Club Advisor Tracy Maalouf $350.00
Science Club Advisor David Moyer $350.00
SAGE Advisor Bryan Klass $350.00
FCCLA Advisor Shay Wagner $923.46
SADD Club Advisor Kim Sutton $350.00
Debate Advisor Ann Way $2.174.67
Broadcast Club Advisor Kim Sutton $350.00
Scholastic Scrimmage Co-Advisors Steve Weiss $573.29
Kristin DiGiacomo $573.29




7/18/07

B. Curriculum/Building Issues

Approval of Middle School grades 6-8 reading curriculum

BD Minutes p 3

FLIC Advisor Jan Edwards $350.00
Key Club Co-Advisors Tari Carnahan $175.00
Susan Barnett $175.00
Friends For Life Advisor Elizabeth Adams $350.00
Ski Club Advisor - HS Glenn Frey $350.00
Ski Club Advisor — MS Steve Fox $350.00
Fall Weight Training Advisor Jason Mengel $350.00
Fall Girls Basketball Intramural Advisor Chris Deutsch $350.00
Summer Girls Basketball Advisor Chris Deutsch $350.00
DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSONS:HS
Science Steve Weiss $2,498.59
World Language Anita Yurko $2,498.59
Language Arts Anna Gilgoff $2,498.59
Fine Arts Terri Lundberg $2,498.59
Math Kelly Bleam $2,498.59
Social Studies John Schmoyer $2,498.59
Wellness/Fitness 9-12 Cathy McCullough $1,249.30
Wellness/Fitness K-8 Larry Talotta $1,249.30
ATHLETICS:
Head Football Coach Bob Mitchell $7,554.53
Assistant Football Coaches Bob Horner $5,348.17
Len Smith $5,348.17
Tom Linette $5,348.17
Dave Evans $5,348.17
Scott Hippensteel $5,348.17
Gary Williams $5,348.17
Assistant Football Coach — MS Dave Kerschner $4.412.72
Todd Schellhamer $4.412.72
Head Boys Track Coach Brian Xander $4,998.78
Head Girls Track Coach Dave Kerschner $4,998.78
Assistant Track Coach (3) Gary Williams $3,699.15
Bob Horner $4,213.95
Mike MacLaughlin $2,999.27
Head Cross Country Coach Chris Stitzel $3,250.92
Assistant Cross Country Coach Tim Churetta $1,950.55
Head Baseball Coach Len Smith $5,198.78
Assistant Baseball Coach — Varsity Todd Schellhamer $3,499.15
Assistant Baseball Coach — JV Jason Mengel $2,260.18
Head Field Hockey Coach Jessica Schanz $4,998.78
Assistant Field Hockey Coach (2) Jamie Rankis $2,999.27
Christie Kocsis $2,999.27
Head Girls Basketball Coach Chris Deutsch $6,176.64
Head Boys Soccer Coach David Keck $4,998.78
Assistant Boys Soccer Coach Nate Hunsicker $2,999.27
Head Golf Coach Justin Smith $3,250.92
Head Fall Cheering Coach Jackie Billy $2,432.66
Assistant Fall Cheering Coach Stacie Bowers $1,562.86
Head Winter Cheering Coach Stacie Bowers $2,872.49
Assistant Winter Cheering Coach Jackie Billy $2,210.74
Indoor Twirling Director Donna Pechacek $2,498.59
Color Guard Director Tara Kunkel $1,902.48
Event Equipment Co-Managers Gary Spanitz $1,922.32
Tim Churetta $1,022.32

Moved: K. Zellner

Seconded: P. Fisher

Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

The reading curriculum has been on public display for more than 30 days and is aligned with state
assessment and standards.

Approval of Middle School grade 6 math curriculum
Seconded: W. Dellicker

Moved: W. Dellicker

Moved: K. Zellner

Seconded: K. Zellner

Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay
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Approval of Concurrent Enroliment Agreement with Seton Hall University
These are distance learning courses to provide instruction in various foreign languages
Moved: P. Fisher Seconded: D. Schafer Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Preliminary report of 2007 PSSA scores

L. Stitzel reviewed and explained the preliminary data received from PDE. She noted any areas of
concern. The District will focus on math scores. Reading scores have increased at Weisenberg.
Writing scores have increased in 5™ & 9" grades. No data is available from the science field

test. L. Stitzel also noted sixty students took advanced placement exams. Of the 104 exams
taken, 70% scored at a level 3 or above.

C. Policies
Approval of Policy 810.2 Video and Audio Recording on District School Buses/Student
Transport Vans

Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: C. Bartlett Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Review & approval of School Board dates for 2007-2008
Approval was requested so dates will correspond with the fiscal and school year. Dates will be
publicized on the school calendar. Public notice will also include committee meetings.

Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: P. Fisher Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

D. Facilities

Update on Northwestern Elementary and High School construction projects

John McCabe, Project Manager, shared progress at Northwestern Elementary and the High School.
Painting is completed in the high school gymnasium. The new bleachers should be installed at the
end of August. Everything is on schedule at the elementary.

Report on Facilities Master Plan projects for 2007-2008

The Buildings & Grounds Committee met last week and reviewed the schedule in more detail.
The Committee sanctioned moving ahead with the projects. A meeting will be scheduled to
determine which projects may need architectural services.

C. Linde reported on the issues and concerns of OCIP. The Buildings & Grounds Committee
recommended proceeding with the Weisenberg renovation project without OCIP as part of the bid.

Approval to accept the adjustment to the professional services contract with MKSD
Architects, LLC
S. Meixsell shared information from her meeting with Mark Thompson. MKSD will omit the 10%
markup fee for Cowan Associates invoices.

Moved: D. Link Seconded: C. Bartlett Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay
E. District Finances
Approval of General Obligation Bonds, Series A of 2007 borrowing resolution
Scott Shearer from Public Financial Management reviewed documents and discussed the results of
today’s on-line auction for the Bond issue. 41 bids were submitted during the process. This will
convert the 10 million dollar draw to permanent financing and the District will be able to apply for
State subsidy. Drummond King, Bond Council, reviewed the documents and recommended the
Board proceed by adopting the resolution.

Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: D. Link Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay
Roll Call Aye | Camille Bartlett Aye Donald Link Absent | Sally Schoffstall
Vote Aye | Willard Dellicker Absent | Michael Ondra Aye | Gregory Snyder
///// Aye | Paul Fisher, Jr. Aye Darryl Schafer Aye Kenneth Zellner

Because of Michael Ondra’s absence, a resolution authorizing an assistant secretary was needed
for the purpose of executing the documents. A motion was made by D. Link, seconded by P.
Fisher for the approval of Camille Bartlett to serve as Assistant Secretary for July 18, 2007 only
for the purpose of executing General Obligation Bond documents.  Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay
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Approval of agreement for comprehensive educational services with Lehigh University
Transition and Assessment Services at a rate of $68.75/hr for student #7371 for the
2007-2008 school year with an estimated annual cost of $103,950
To provide appropriate placement for student.

Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: D. Link Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Approval of student accident insurance program for 2007-2008 school year
Quotes were solicited from three different companies. Accepted quote was from Bollinger—
William J. Flynn Agency for $7298.64.

Moved: D. Link Seconded: W. Dellicker Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Consideration of waiver of costs in the amount of $544.18 for Northwestern Lehigh
Football Booster Club for Alumni Flag Football game scheduled for July 28, 2007
Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: K. Zellner Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Approval of contract extension for the month of August, 2007 with Patriot Security
under current contract terms and conditions
Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: K. Zellner Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Report on state budget funding
C. Linde prepared a chart identifying estimated amounts.

Receive the following Reports for June, 2007:
a. Budget Report as presented
b. Revenues Report as presented
c. Treasurer’s Report
General Fund with a beginning balance of $7,769,058.71, receipts of $2,671,320.51, and
disbursements of $4,418,320.23, leaving a balance of $6,022,058.99.
Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $701,773.75, receipts of $737,223.30,
disbursements of $276,716.31, leaving a balance of $1,162,280.74.
Construction & Renovation Fund with a beginning balance of $8,770,094.84, receipts
of $32,673.68, disbursements of $315,974.66, leaving a balance of $8,486,793.86.
2004 GON with a beginning balance of $100,688.50, receipts of $284.53, disbursements
of $4,898.62, leaving a balance of $96,074.41.
Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $6,424.99, receipts of $50,966.67,
disbursements of $48,488.92, leaving a balance of $8,903.64.
d. EIT Report as presented
e. Activity Fund Report as presented
f. Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object Report
as presented
Moved: D. Schafer Seconded: W. Dellicker Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay
Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment—final June 2007 and July 2007:
General Fund totaling $402,063.39 for June & $617,008.64 for July
b. Capital Reserve Fund totaling $128,598.50 for June & $0 for July
c. Construction & Renovation Fund totaling $249,203.97 for June & $9,036.00 for July
d. 2004 GON—none
e
f

Q

. Food Service Fund totaling $136.54
. Tiger Fund—none
Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: K. Zellner Vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

F. Other Reports
Federal Programs—no report

Foundation Report—Golf tournament scheduled for August 17. The Foundation was approved
as a provider for EITC. The Foundation is working on a presentation to District employees on the
first day back.
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Transportation Report—The Transportation Department is working on establishing bus stops.
Buses were inspected and are being prepared for next year.

Strategic Plan Report—S. Meixsell reviewed areas of the six major goals. The District is
committed to making sure the mission and vision are realized.

Enrolliment Report—no report

Committee Reports as follows:
a. Intermediate Unit—the I U is in the process of finalizing a formal yearly review from all 14
districts in the Intermediate Unit.

x LVBEP Report—S. Meixsell will be attending an upcoming meeting.

b. glegislation
c. Recreation Commission—Night in the Country, August 18, all help is welcome. A
skateboarding group is looking for space at the Rec. Fields. They will research in detail costs
and other information. Speed bumps will be installed in the driveway & line painting is being
planned. D. Link publicly thanked Leroy Sorensen for his hard work.
d. LCTI—Working on additional opportunities for adult & student education programs.

Old Business

The Board discussed the American Heroes Resolution which would exempt individuals in the
military who are serving in Iraq & Afghanistan. After review by the District Solicitor, the Board
chose not to participate. Portnoff does provide an extended payment process for military.

New Business—none
President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment—none
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none

Report from Superintendent Meixsell
a. Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell is drafting a resolution to ask for repeal
of Act 1. K. Fisher noted the renovations for ADA are moving along in the high school. R.
Cartier reported on the combined elementary summer reading program
b. Board Member Sharing
C. Legislative Information
d. Committee Meetings—Buildings & Grounds Committee, 7/11 @4 p.m.
Personnel Committee, 7/18 @ 5:45 p.m., Brd Rm
Finance Committee, 7/18 @ 6:30 p.m., Brd Rm

G. Adjournment
Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 9:23 p.m.

Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: D. Link vote: 7 Aye, 0 Nay

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Ondra

M. Ondra, Secretary
By N. Zellner, Asst. Bd. Secretary



