
Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Administrative Conference Room 

Tuesday, March 11, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

A.  Agenda 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Snyder. 
  
Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 7 present 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Ab Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 
Pr/Ab  Pr Willard Dellicker  Ab Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 
//////  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also present:  S. Fies & elementary first grade music students, E. Kerschner, D. Halpin, K. Kelley, 
D. Nemes, A. Nickischer, M. Scott, L. Stitzel, M. Malay, B. Uplinger, C. Linde, L. Matika,    
J. Bashore, L. George, L. Hoppes, B. Gimbel, S. Meixsell, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
Approval of Agenda S. Meixsell, noted changes to the agenda.  The agenda was approved as 
amended. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments 

Northwestern Elementary music presentation—Mr. Shawn Fies and students from Mrs. George’s 
class presented an activity done in first grade.  Students recited “To Market To Market” while playing 
drums purchased through the Northwestern Lehigh Educational Foundation Mini Grant. 

 
Personnel action, as listed: 

1. Appointment of Laurie Hoppes to the position of Middle School Principal effective July 1, 2008 at 
$94,000 for the 2008-09 school year.  Laurie is presently the Middle School Assistant Principal 
and has been with the District for five years. 

2. Recommendation to accept the resignation of J. Michael Malay, Jr., Assistant Business 
Administrator, effective March 14, 2008. 

3. Recommendation to temporarily increase assignment of Kimberly Trexler, High School Learning 
Support Teacher, from 50% to 100% contract effective March 3, 2008 for the remainder of the 
2007-08 school year. 

4. Recommendation to accept the following Transportation classification changes effective March 6, 
2008:  Lindsay O’Dell:  additional Class C part-time Driver, rate of $17.00/hour 

5. Recommendation to add the following to the District Teacher Substitute list pending receipt of all 
necessary paperwork:  Katherine Cox:  New Tripoli, Emergency Certification – Art Education K-12, 
effective March 12, 2008 

6. Recommendation to remove the following from the District Teacher Substitute list:  Dorothy 
Bednarski, effective February 29, 2008 

7. Recommendation to remove the following from the Substitute Teacher Assistant list:  
Teresa La Sota, effective March 6, 2008 

8. Request for approval of unpaid days for the following individuals: 
 a.  W. Ann Way:  Teacher, High School, 7 unpaid days:  May 21 through May 30, 2008 
 b.  Lindsay O’Dell:  Transportation, 4 unpaid days:  March 10 and 11 and March 25 and 26, 2008 

9. Approval for unpaid days for Richard Retherford, Maintenance, beginning February 21, 2008.  
Return to work date to be determined.     

10. Recommendation to approve Cherie Sperlbaum, Northwestern Elementary Teacher, for a medical 
sabbatical effective February 28, 2008 (PM).  Return to work date is September 29, 2008. 

11. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Heather Fugazzotto as Class 2009 Advisor effective 
February 15, 2008. 
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12. Approval of extra-curricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2007-08 school year 

pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  
Extra-curricular Application Name Stipend 

Assistant Softball Coach Josh Zimmerman $2,999.27 
Assistant Girls Soccer Coach Christian Willman $2,999.27 

13. Request for professional semester at the middle school for the following individuals from Kutztown 
University: 

a. Christina Smith with Renée Halm 
b. Jennifer Dillman with LouAnn Smacchi 
c. Karyn Reinhold with Mollie Deans 

14. Request for a two-week early field experience at the middle school from the following individuals 
from Kutztown University from March 31 through April 11, 2008: 

a. Erin McGee with Deborah Peters, English 
b. William Harris with Stephen Fox, General Science/Chemistry 

15. Request for student teaching experience at the high school for the following individual from 
Drexel University from March 24, 2008 through June 13, 2008:  Ian Klansek with Steve Weiss, 
Science 
   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  C. Bartlett Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of tutorial agreement(s) with KidsPeace National Hospital Centers for tutorial services 

for student #40005 and student #9247 at a rate of $26.50 per hour for 5 hours per week 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of District sponsorship of Northwestern Elementary Partners In Education Family 
Roller Skating Night at the Independence Family Fun Center, Schnecksville, to be held 
Monday, April 14, 2008, from 6 to 8 p.m. consistent with policy 914, Support Organizations 

   Moved:  P Fisher  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Curriculum Development Report 
L. Stitzel updated the Board with the status of curriculum development for this year.  The revised 
curriculum cycle has been put in place.  The three areas currently under review are wellness/fitness, 
science K-12, and guidance at all levels.  Teachers are in the process of mapping out their curriculums 
for what they are currently teaching.  The next step will be development of scope and sequence K-12 
and comparison with Pennsylvania Standards. 
  
C.  Policies 

First reading of Policies 105.2, 107, 108, 110, 118, and 119 
These policies have been reviewed by the Policy Committee and will be available for public review for 
thirty-days. 
 
D.  Facilities 

Approval of change orders for Elementary building projects as listed: 
 

Change Orders for Northwestern Elementary Renovations Project 
a. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-09 to furnish and install four loudspeakers type 

R.59T above the bleachers in the multi-purpose room per CSI's letter dated 11-1-07 in the 
amount of $2,531.00. 

b. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-10 to install additional power circuit for fuel oil 
panel in boiler room in the amount of $301.00. 

c. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order PC-05 to install 4" cleanout in lobby near main 
entrance in the amount of $949.78. 

d. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order PC-06 to install valves on domestic water piping in 
D and E wings as required to accomodate re-phase of project in the amount of $892.12. 

e. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order MC-05 to encase fuel oil pipe in concrete in the 
amount of $1,805.77. 



 3/11/08  BD Minutes, p 3 

 
f. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order MC-06 to prepare for blacktop installation around oil 

tank pad in the amount of $747.06. 
g. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order MC-08 to install valves on mechanical piping in D 

and E wings as required to accommodate re-phase of the project in the amount of $2,996.12. 
h. Approval of JBM Plumbing, Inc. change order MC-09 to remove mini-split system from temporary 

principal's office as required for installation in data closet in the amount of $281.13. 
i. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-23 to fill in alcove with studs and apply 

drywall to studs and block wall at south wall of classroom E10 as per GC proposal #36 and install 
pipe chases as shown on SK-A33 and SK-A34 in the amount of $1,120.00. 

j. Approval of Crest Environmental change order AC-03 to revise phasing schedule as indicated on 
phasing drawing dated “REVISED 12.7.07” in the amount of $0. 

 
Change Orders for Weisenberg Elementary Renovations Project 

a. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-01 to provide all labor, material, equipment, 
and supervision to make changes to the foundation system as required to lower the bottom of 
footing elevation from column AgA1 continuous around to column AaA4 in accordance with 
drawing Sk-S27 in the amount of $15,588.00. 

b. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-02 to furnish all labor, material, equipment, and 
supervision to delete 42 4" x 8" room ID signs and add 44 4" x 8" room ID signs with one slot in 
accordance with the reviewed signage shop drawing submittal 10425-010 as requested by owner 
in the amount of $938.00. 

c. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-03 to provide all labor, material, equipment, 
and supervision to provide ADA compliant panic hardware with exterior lever trim and keyed alike 
for two (2) temporary exit doors as requested by the Weisenberg Township Code Enforcement 
Officer in the amount of $760.00. 

 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of minor school construction projects as PDE non-reimbursable projects as per 
attached sheet 

The Pennsylvania Department of Education must be notified of the work to be done, cost, and that it is 
for a non-reimbursable project. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

E.  District Finances 

Approval to award contracts for replacement of chiller component of the cooling system at 
middle school as per attached tabulation 

The bids were reviewed at Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting and were all favorable bids. 
   Moved:  C. Bartlett  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Aproval of contract with Between your Ears Entertainment, West Hollywood, CA, for Morris 

Brothers assembly at Northwestern Elementary School on March 18, 2008, in the amount of 
$935 from Northwestern Elementary Student Activity Fund 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P Fisher Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

D. Link entered the meeting at 8:07 p.m. 
 

Approval of agreement with DeSales University Children’s Theatre, Center Valley, PA, for 

performance of Charlotte’s Web on March 27, 2008 in the amount of $672 from Weisenberg 
Elementary Student Activity Fund  

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

F.  Other Reports 
  
Old Business—none  
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New Business—none  
 
President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment—no comments 
 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  
 

Report from Superintendent Meixsell 
a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell noted an upcoming visit by school principals from 
Kuwait hosted by Lehigh University.  Our District will be sharing information on guided reading and 
literacy.  Building principals shared current events at their buildings. 
b.  Board Member Sharing—P. Fisher commented on expanding the Board’s use of technology.  K. 
Zellner noted the great job students did at the high school musical, Kiss Me Kate!  Board members 
expressed best wishes and appreciation to Michael Malay for his service to the District.  G. Snyder 
noted the work put forth at the committee meeting level has been very helpful in making Board 
meetings run effectively.   
c.  Committee Meetings—Policy, 3/3/08@7am, Supt Office 

 Buildings & Grounds, 3/5/08@4pm, Brd Rm 
 Public Relations, 3/11/08@5pm, Supt Office 
 Personnel, 3/11/08@6pm, Sm Conf Rm 
 Finance, 3/18/08@6pm, Sm Conf Rm 

 
G.  Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:31 p.m. for a short recess followed by 
Executive Session for personnel issues. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Link vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    

M. Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Sec. to the Board 

 


