
Northwestern Lehigh School District 

6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, January 9, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

 

A.  Agenda 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:31 p.m. by President Snyder. 
  

Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 8 present 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Ab Willard Dellicker  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

//////  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also present:  K. Sacco & Weis. Art students & parents, E. Kerschner, K. Martin, K. Kelley,  
R. Cartier, M. Scott, D. Nemes, A. Nickischer, L. Stitzel, C. Linde, L. Matika,  

S. Meixsell, J. Freund, Esq., N. Zellner 
 
Approval of Agenda as amended 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  M. Ondra Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments—no comments 

Weisenberg Elementary Art presentation—R. Cartier introduced Karly Sacco who explained the 
artwork of students, Megan Ondush, Anthony DiCataldo, Kylie Rosamalia, and Dominic Mertz.  

President Snyder presented certificates of appreciation to the students. 
 
Personnel action, as listed: 

1. Approval of job description for Individualized Behavior Interventionist to address specific 
services required for student #16098. 

2. Approval of revised job description for Assistant Superintendent to reflect reorganization. 
3. Request for approval to expand the position of Learning Support Teacher, Stephanie Jarecke, 

from 50% to 100%  contract to meet the increased learning support needs in the District 
effective the first day of the third marking period of the 2007-08 school year.  Salary 
prorated for school year 

4. Recommendation to accept the following Transportation classification change effective 
September 4, 2007:  Paula Desiderio:  Class F van driver substitute to Class E van driver at 
same rate of pay 

5. Recommendation to add the following individual to the District Substitute Teacher list 
effective January 10, 2008 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork:  Bonnie Smoyer:  
New Tripoli, Elementary Certification 

6. Recommendation to add the following individual to the Substitute Teacher Assistant list 
effective date to be determined upon receipt of all necessary paperwork:  Tara Danner:  

Slatington 
7. Request for approval of unpaid days for the following individuals: 

a.  Tamilee Haaf:  Transportation, 2.5 unpaid days:  March 18 (PM), 19, and 20, 2008 

 b.  Lori Wertman:  Food Service, 5 unpaid days:  February 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15, 2008 
 c.  Jane Wehr:  Food Service, 4 unpaid days:  March 27, 28, 31, and April 1, 2008 
 d.  Leann Toth:  Weisenberg Technology Assistant, 3 unpaid days:  January 2, 3 & 4, 2008 
 e.  Cheryl Deutsch:  Weisenberg Teacher Assistant, 3 unpaid days:  January 2, 3, & 4, 2008 

8. Request for student teaching experience at the High School for the following individual from 
Kutztown University from  January 15, 2008 through March 17, 2008: 

a. Gemma Bonnetti with Tracy Maalouf, Art 
9. Request for student teaching experience at Weisenberg Elementary for the following 

individual from Kutztown University from January 15, 2008 through March 7, 2008: 
a. Stephanie Palsgrove with Amanda Woolslayer, Grade 1 

(Kutztown changed the student teacher assigned to Amanda) 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
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Confirmation of inventory of interest of all Board members to serve on various 

committees—S. Meixsell reviewed changes to committee members 
 

School Director Recognition Month—S. Meixsell acknowledged Board Members and expressed 
appreciation for their service. 

 

B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Preliminary report on findings of Special Education Compliance Monitoring visit 
Dr. Mark Scott gave a report on the monitoring team visit and noted any areas needing corrective 

action.  Dr. Scott will share further information when the District receives the final report. 
 

Report on MADE opportunities at high school in cooperation with MTV 

Dennis Nemes shared information regarding an opportunity for students to audition for the MTV 
show, MADE.  MTV contacts schools in Pennsylvania who offer broadcasting classes as part of 
their curriculum.  Approximately 150 high school students have volunteered to audition. 
 

Update on safety and security issues 

S. Meixsell noted Heather Snyder is preparing a checklist of documents required.   
 

C.  Policies 

Review of edits to policies 122, 123, 123.2 and 123.3 
These policies deal with athletics and co/extracurricular activities and focus on academic success.  
The Board Athletic and Extracurricular Committee will meet in March.  Written procedure will be 

forthcoming dealing with the evaluation of coaches and co/extracurricular advisors. 
 

Review and approval of minor edits to policies 123.4 Wrestling Weight Certification and 

006 Meetings 

Minor grammatical edits were reviewed and policy 123.3 was renumbered to be 123.4. 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

D.  Facilities 

Approval of change orders for Northwestern Elementary building project as listed: 

a. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-14 to perform painting work 
associated with section A of the building on second shift per GC proposal #21 in the 

amount of $1,914.00. 
b. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-15 for additional rainwater 

conductor tie-in to storm sewer per GC proposal #22 in the amount of $1,788.00. 

c. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-16 for additional rainwater 
conductor tie-in to storm sewer per GC proposal #24 in the amount of $798.00. 

d. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co. Inc. change order GC-17 for rock removal encountered 
at inlet #22 per GC proposal #25 in the amount of $2,290.00. 

e. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co. Inc. change order GC-18 to spray apply fireproofing on 
steal beam in Section C per GC proposal #26 in the amount of $1,727.00. 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

Update on Northwestern Elementary construction project per holiday work  

The move to the new classrooms went very smoothly.  The students are settled in and staff 
members are very excited and have made some suggestions for the renovations to the other 

classrooms. 
 
Report on Buildings & Grounds Committee meeting and related financing  

The Buildings & Grounds Committee met extensively to review future needs of the District.  MKSD 

& H B Engineers gave recommendations and suggestions on what improvements the District would 
be able to make in a responsible fiscal manner.  C. Linde reviewed financing summary and debt 
service analysis and the District’s capacity to address any of the items the Board decides are  
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necessary.  Permanent financing can be structured to build the capacity but not obligate the 

District to proceed with future renovations.  S. Meixsell will provide more information of what 
projects the committee values.   
 
E.  District Finances 

Approval of resolution designating New Tripoli Bank as depository for the Construction 

and Renovations Funds—2009 Series 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

  

Approval of resolution directing Lehigh County Tax Claim Bureau not to collect 

delinquent real estate taxes on behalf of the School District 

The resolution is related to the December resolution urging passage of State Senate Bill 777.  
Copies will be submitted to Lehigh County.  The District will continue working with Portnoff. 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
  

F. Other Reports 

  
Old Business—none  

 

New Business—none  
 
President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment-no comments 

 

Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  
 

Report from Superintendent Meixsell 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—Board Seminar is scheduled for February 29 & March 1.  
Friday night’s focus will be on review of legislation.  Saturday’s focus will be on academic 
proficiency and strategic planning. Building principals shared current events in their 

buildings.  C. Linde noted the audit is coming to a close.  The Exit conference is scheduled 
for January 25.  Board members are welcome to attend. 

b.  Board Member Sharing—Board members acknowledged the privilege of being part of this  
rewarding process and working with this group.  D. Link noted a Northwestern Elementary 

student, Brandon Miller, who will be competing in the punt, pass & kick competition this 
weekend at the Indianapolis game. 

c.  Committee Meetings— Buildings & Grounds, 1/2/08 @4pm, Brd Rm 

 Policy, 1/7/08 @7am, Supt. Office 
 Public Relations, 1/9/08 @5pm, Brd Rm 
 Personnel, 1/9/08 @6pm, Brd Rm  
 Finance, 1/16/08 @6pm, Brd Rm 

 

G. Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 8:46 p.m. 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Link vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Michael OndraMichael OndraMichael OndraMichael Ondra    
    

M. Ondra, Secretary 

By N. Zellner, Secretary to the Board 
 


