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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, October 8, 2008, 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

A.  Agenda 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Snyder. 
  

Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Donald Link  Ab Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

* late  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Ab* Kenneth Zellner  

*K. Zellner arrived 7:49 p.m. 
 

Also present: K. VonHolt, M. Maher, B. VonHolt, A. Maher, T. Golden, R. Williams, N. Schiebel, M. Lichtenwalner,  
W. Boone, S. Souerwine, L. Frisbie, S. Shearer, M. Thompson, W. Boone, C. Akelaitis, E. Kerschner—
NW Press, L. Hoppes, M. Scott, L. Stitzel, J. Berlet, K. Fisher, A. Nickischer, C. Linde, L. Matika, B. 
Uplinger, S. Meixsell, J. Freund, Esq., N. Zellner 

 

Approval of Agenda 
S. Meixsell noted additions to the agenda and requested the Board hear items D 1 & 2 after personnel 
action.  Upon motion by P. Fisher, the agenda was approved as amended. 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments 
NWLHS Student Council presentation—President Mollie Maher and Vice President Kim VonHolt presented 
information on the activities of the high school student council for this school year and shared some of 

their experiences in their leadership roles. 
 
Personnel action, as listed: 

L. Matika reviewed items for action.  K. Fisher introduced Wanda Boone who will be a Business Education 
Teacher in the high school.  C. Linde introduced Leslie Frisbie who will be the new Assistant Business 
Administrator. 

1. Appointment of Wanda Boone, Effort, PA, to the position of Business Teacher assigned to the High 
School, effective September 23, 2008, at MS+24 Step 17 ($75,150) prorated for the remainder of 
the 2008-2009 school year.  Wanda’s previous position was at East Stroudsburg Area School 
District as an Accounting Teacher.  Wanda has a Master of Science Degree from Nova 

Southeastern University and a Master of Arts Degree from Montclair State College as well as a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree from King’s College.  Wanda is certified in 
Business/Information/Computer Technology and German.  

2. Appointment of Leslie Frisbie, Whitehall, PA , to the position of Assistant Business Administrator, 
effective approximately October 27, 2008, at a rate of $69,000 prorated for the remainder of the 
school year pending receipt of all necessary paperwork.  Leslie is presently a Senior Accountant at 
Beard Miller Company.  She has a Bachelor of Science in Accounting from Pennsylvania State 
University and is presently enrolled in the MBA program at Kutztown University.  

3. Appointment of Catherine Akelaitis, New Tripoli, PA, to the position of Class A Health Room 
Assistant assigned to Weisenberg Elementary and the High School, effective September 29, 2008, 
for 7.5 hours/day, approximately 185 days/year, at a rate of $15.22/hour.  Cathy is certified as a 

School Nurse and is presently employed at Lehigh Valley Hospital as an Operating Room Nurse. 
4. Appointment of Linda Kain, Breinigsville, PA, to the position of Class F Van Substitute, effective 

September 23, 2008, at a rate of $14.64/hour. 
5. Appointment of Doris Klusaritz, Germansville, PA, to the position of Class F Van Substitute, 

effective October 6, 2008, at a rate of $14.64/hour. 
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6. Approval to accept the following Transportation classifications effective October 6, 2008: 
a.  Anabela Berardi:  additional Class C Bus Driver  

b.  Ericka Reteguiz:  additional Class D Substitute Bus Driver  
7. Recommendation to remove Taralyna Gonzalez from the Transportation list effective October 2, 

2008 due to employment elsewhere and lack of availability to Northwestern Lehigh School District.   
8. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Glenna Moyer, Substitute Health Assistant, effective 

September 12, 2008. 
9. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Suzanne Hummel, Class A Library Assistant 

assigned to the High School, effective September 12, 2008. 
10. Recommendation to add the following individual to the District Substitute Teacher list effective 

October 13, 2008: 
a.  James Fisher:  Tamaqua, PA,  
 Certification:  Social Studies/Citizenship 

b.  Sallie Miller:   Kutztown, PA,  
 Certification:  Home Economics in Maryland, Emergency Permit 

11. Recommendation to remove the following from the District Substitute Teacher list: 
a.  Kim Kuhns:  full time employment elsewhere, effective September 9, 2008 

b.  Bethann Miller:  full time employment elsewhere, effective September 10, 2008 
c.  Jaime Boyer:  full time employment elsewhere, effective September 26, 2008 
d.  Stephen Roposh:  full time employment elsewhere, effective October 7, 2008 

12. Approval for the request of disability leave followed by Family Medical Leave for Tamara 
Fitzgerald, Weisenberg Elementary Gifted Teacher, effective approximately November 19, 2008. 
Return to work date is the first day of the fourth marking period of the 2008-2009 school year. 

13. Approval of unpaid medical leave for Larry Von Funk, Class C Bus Driver, effective September 19, 
2008 to approximately November 15, 2008. 

14. Approval of unpaid medical leave for Vernon Wink, Class C Bus Driver, effective September 12, 
2008, for approximately six weeks. 

15. Approval of unpaid leave for Joe Reteguiz, Class C Bus Driver, effective September 2, 2008 to 
approximately October 15, 2008. 

16. Request for approval for unpaid days for the following individuals: 
a.  Lindsay O’Dell, Driver, 3 unpaid days:  March 30, 31 and April 1, 2009 

b.  Kim Rauch, Driver, 4 unpaid days:  May 6, 7, 8 and 11, 2009 
c.  Deb Lerner, Middle School Teacher Assistant, 2 unpaid days:  October 23 and 24, 2008 
d.  BonnieLee Sechler, Weisenberg Elementary Teacher Assistant, 7 unpaid days:  January 13 
through 16 and 20 through 22, 2009 

17. Approval of extracurricular positions per the negotiated contract for the 2008-09 school year 
pending receipt of all necessary paperwork: 

Extracurricular Application Name Stipend 

Fall Weight Training Jason Mengel $350.00 

FBLA Co-Advisor Michael Sikora $470.97 (1/2 stipend) 

SAGE Club Advisor Kimberly Flueso $350.00 

   

18. Approval to change the stipend for Eric Taddei from $941.93 full stipend to $470.97 half stipend.  
Eric will be the FBLA Co-Advisor with Michael Sikora. 

19. Approval to change the stipend for Stacie Roos from half stipend to full stipend of $2,671.58 for 
the High School Student Council Advisor.  Stacie will continue to take full advisor responsibilities. 

20. Request for approval of the following individual for a two-week field experience opportunity at the 
High School from Kutztown University from October 27 through November 7, 2008:  
a.  Dawn Burke with Becky Fritzinger, English 

21. Request for approval of the following individuals for a Prosem at the Middle School from Kutztown 
University from October 20 through December 5, 2008: 
a.  Amber Miller with Jaime Hafner, Fifth Grade 
b.  Karen Kassis with Kelly Fornauf, Fifth Grade 

 
   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  w. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

*Kenneth Zellner entered the meeting at 7:49 p.m. 
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Agenda Items D1 & D2 were heard at this time (see section D) 

 

B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of District sponsorship of Northwestern Elementary PIE Skating Night at 
Independence Family Fun Center, Schnecksville, to be held October 20, 2008, from 6 to 8 p.m. 

consistent with Policy 914, Support Organizations 
   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval to apply for Kids in Need: Interactive Algebra grant in the amount of $289 to assist 

Middle School students with technology based instruction in 8th grade 
 
Approval to apply for a National Educational Association Grant in the amount of $5000 to 

purchase interactive technology tools in mathematics in grades 6 - 8 
The Board took action on both grants as one motion.  

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval to apply for the Best Buy Grant in the amount of $2280 to enable foreign language 
classes to increase accessibility to information available on the internet and actively interact 
throughout their lessons 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Presentation on Student Assistance Program 
Laurie Hoppes and Amy Nickischer explained the purpose of the Student Assistance Program and some 

of the services and resources that are available to families in the Middle School and High School. 
 
Board Seminar Planning 
The Educational Seminar is scheduled for March 6 & 7, 2009 and the Operational Seminar will be on April 

4, 2009.  S. Meixsell asked Board members to begin thinking about topics for the seminars. 
 
C.  Policies 

No items 
 

D.  Facilities 

Review of additional facility work, associated costs, and financing 

The Buildings & Grounds Committee has been working the past two years on the implementation of the 
Facility Management Plan.  It was expected to take until 2015 to complete major projects on the plan.  
MKSD, Cowan Associates, Inc. and HB Engineers were engaged to do design work to capture many of 

the elements of the Facility Management Plan.  C. Linde reviewed the strategies needed to finance the 
projects.  Due to the economic conditions and collapse of the bond market, the Administration 
recommends putting the projects on hold at this time.  The Board agreed to proceed and complete the 
design plans but wait until the timing is right for financing to continue the projects.  The Buildings & 

Grounds and Finance Committees will continue to work on the project. 
 
Approval of change orders for elementary renovations and roofing replacement projects as 
listed: 

Change Orders for Northwestern Elementary Renovation Project 
1. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-58 to provide all material, labor and supervision 

as required to lay out and paint numbers on the parking spaces of the newly paved parking lot in the 
amount of $1,446.00. 

2. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-59 to provide all material, labor and supervision 

as required to prepare existing concrete floor in bad condition for installation of new VCT flooring in room 
C11 in the amount of $3,622.00. 

3. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-60 to provide all material, labor and supervision 
as required to prepare existing concrete floor in bad condition for installation of new VCT flooring in room 
C12 in the amount of $3,622.00. 
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4. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-61 to provide all material, labor and supervision 
as required to prepare existing concrete floor in bad condition for installation of new VCT flooring in room 
C13 in the amount of $3,622.00. 

5. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-62 to provide all material, labor and supervision 

as required to prepare existing concrete floor in bad condition for installation of new VCT flooring in room 
C14 in the amount of $3,622.00. 

6. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-63 to provide all material, labor and supervision 
as required to furnish and install ADA warning tiles along front sidewalk at main building entrance in the 
amount of $2,571.00. 

7. Approval of Walter Brucker and Co., Inc. change order GC-64 to provide all material, labor and supervision 
as required to furnish and install fire rated access panels in locations to provide access to above ceiling MEP 

equipment per GC proposal 74 in the amount of $4,251.00. 
8. Approval of JBM change order MC-15 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 

supplemental generator venting per MC proposal H16 in the amount of $8,737.97. 
 

Change Orders for Weisenberg Elementary Renovations Project 
1. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-18 to provide all material, labor and supervision as 

required to provide a terrazzo floor finish in corridor 163A in the amount of $16,450.00. 
2. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-19 to provide all material, labor and supervision as 

required to add a unistrut support system for the folding wall in room 133 in the amount of $1,105.00. 
3. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-20 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 

required to increase the pad thickness from 4" to 6" and add reinforcing at the trash enclosure in the amount 
of $1,744.00. 

4. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-21 to provide all material, labor and supervision as 

required to increase the concrete pad and chain link fence dimension in accordance with sketch SK-14 in the 
amount of $11,280.00. 

5. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-22 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 
required to provide a painted two-line safety railing and toe kick to the mechanical mezzanine in area C in 
the amount of $6,219.00. 

6. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-23 to provide all material, labor and supervision as 
required to provide floor preparation, VCT flooring and rubber base in rooms 166A, 170, 172, and 174 in the 

amount of $2,963.00. 
7. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-24 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 

required to provide moistureguard moisture primer in lieu of specified full coverage epoxy crack membrane 
in area C as a remedy to the out of tolerance (high) moisture content of the concrete floor slabs in the 
amount of -$349.00. 

8. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-25 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 

required to provide moistureguard moisture primer in lieu of specified full coverage epoxy crack membrane 
in area B, 1st floor as a remedy to the out of tolerance (high) moisture content of the contrete floor slabs in 
the amount of -$1,252.00. 

9. Approval of E. R. Stuebner, Inc. change order GC-26 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 
required to furnish and install 3hr rated hollow metal door leaves and 3hr rated frame at opening 163A in 
the amount of $838.00. 

10. Approval of Jay R. Renolds change order PC-03 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to 
install a temporary hot water return line as required for project phasing in the amount of $2,046.00. 

11. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-08 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required 
to wire the existing sewer plant to new electrical system per proposal 6816 in the amount of $7,353.00. 

12. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-09 to provide all material, labor, and supervision as 
required to furnish and install light pole bases for the relocated site light poles per proposal 6827 in the 
amount of $6,890.00. 

 

Miscellaneous Projects—Roof Replacement 
1. Approval of Alan Kunsman Roofing & Siding, Inc. change order GC-05 to masonry repair of roof #32--Field 

House in the amount of $2,050.00. 

2. Approval of Alan Kunsman Roofing & Siding, Inc. change order GC-06 for a credit to eliminate Alternate GC-3 
- new metal roofs at tech center and at elevator shaft in the amount of -$8,500.00. 

 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay, 1 Abstain (D. Link) 

 

Discussion on pursuit of zoning change per Heidelberg Township recommendation 
The District had requested a variance for facility projects for District property that is currently zoned 
agricultural.  The Zoning Board suggested the District consider requesting rezoning.  After discussion, 
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the Board directed the Superintendent to pursue and have a resolution drawn up to request the property 
be rezoned. 

 
E.  District Finances 

Approval of proposal with Kutztown University for in-service workshop October 13, 2008 for 
the Buildings & Grounds Department in the amount of $300 

   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
F.  Other Reports 
Old Business—none  

 
New Business—none  
 

President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment.  President Snyder thanked the 
students from the high school Foundations of Education class for attending the meeting and asked for 
their comments. 
 

Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none  
 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell 

a.  Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell commented on Senate Bill 1258 regarding 
assessment appeal.  The Board directed her to draft a letter stating the District’s position.  Twenty 
High School students had the unique opportunity to participate in a video conference with Governor 
Rendell.  All buildings had very well attended Open House nights. Over 200 high school parents 

have applied to use the Parent Portal.  Middle School held events for National Bullying Prevention 
Week. 
b.  Board Member Sharing—P. Fisher commented on the Parent Portal and noted the Alumni 
Association presented a $1000 check to the Educational Foundation.  K. Zellner noted the Krista 

Hankee Memorial Golf Tournament raised over $11,000 for the scholarship fund. 
c.  Committee Meetings— Buildings & Grounds, 10/6 @4:30pm, Brd Rm  

 Policy, 10/13 @7am, Sm Conf Rm 

 Public Relations, 10/8 @5pm, Supt Office 
 Personnel, 10/8 @6pm, Sm Conf Rm 
 Finance, 10/15 @5pm, LCTI Restaurant Conf Rm 

 

G.  Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 10:06 p.m. 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

        

Michael Ondra, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 

 


