Northwestern Lehigh School District ||
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
District Administrative Conference Room
Wednesday, January 14, 2009, 7:30 p.m.

Minutes
School Director Recognition Month
A. Agenda
Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Snyder.

Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed.

Roll Call all members present
Roll Call Pr Camille Bartlett Pr Donald Link Pr Sally Schoffstall
Pr/Ab Pr Willard Dellicker Pr Michael Ondra Pr Gregory Snyder

Pr Paul Fisher, Jr. Pr Darryl Schafer Pr Kenneth Zellner

Also present: D. Halpin, B. Akelaitis, E. Seyler, L. & R. Herzon, M. & A. Costa, K. Sacco & art students
B. Anthony,M. Scott, A. Nickischer, D. Nemes, L. Hoppes, J. Berlet, L. Frisbie, B. Uplinger,
C. Linde, L. Matika, S. Meixsell, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner

Approval of Agenda S. Meixsell noted additions to the agenda. The agenda was approved as
amended.
Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: M. Ondra Vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

President will welcome guests and provide for comments
Weisenberg Art Presentations—Karly Sacco explained students’ artwork that was displayed in the Board
room to be enjoyed by the public. Students were presented with certificates of appreciation.

Personnel action, as listed
1. Recommendation for the following Transportation changes effective January 6, 2009: Ada Rivera,
additional Class C Driver at a rate of $17.50/hour
2. Recommendation to remove the following individuals from the District Substitute Teacher list
effective December 22, 2008:
a. Katherine Cox—relocated
b. Tina Tarvin—full time position elsewhere
3. Request for approval for unpaid days for medical reasons for the following individual: Helen Ann
Hatfield, High School Teacher Assistant, 4 unpaid days: December 18, 19, 22, and 23, 2008
4. Request for approval for unpaid days for the following individual: Sally Toth, High School Teacher
Assistant, 2 unpaid days—January 8 and 9, 2009
5. Recommendation to approve administrative internship for Lorie Gamble, Science Teacher, under
the supervision of Dennis Nemes, High School Principal.
Moved: D. Link Seconded: P. Fisher Vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

B. Curriculum/Building Issues
Approval of overnight trip to San Francisco for National SAGE Competition May 28 to May 31,
2009

Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: D. Schafer Vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

Demonstration of the concept of “"Freeschool”—Brian Anthony

Brian Anthony gave a brief overview of a presentation he gave at the Blended Schools conference
regarding how he uses some of the technology made possible by the Classrooms For the Future grant.
Students explore unique topics and develop their own plan for success. They are required to practice the
four language skills in their project. Mr. Anthony gave examples of student projects and ways the
“Freeschool” projects compliment and enhance the curriculum. He has received very positive feedback
from his students.
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Report on status of graduation competency assessments at PDE

L. Stitzel gave an update regarding the proposed legislation to halt the progress on graduation
competency assessments. PDE is moving forward with the development of the assessments. PDE has
asked for samples of assessments used at the local level. Northwestern Lehigh sent the assessments
(final exams). PDE will now do a thorough examination of sample districts. The District has not received
any notification that our assessments will be reviewed again.

Approval of tutorial agreement with KidsPeace National Hospital Centers for tutorial services
for student #16190
Moved: W. Dellicker Seconded: K. Zellner Vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

C. Policies
First reading of Policy 248, 348, 448, and 548
These policies were presented for review by the Board. All policies deal with unlawful harassment.

D. Facilities

Update on new facility projects and corresponding financing

The Buildings & Grounds Committee has been working on all components of the renovations projects to
be considered by the Board. A presentation will be ready for next week’s Board meeting. Several
options will be presented so the Board will have flexibility and the ability to strategize around the base
bids and alternate options. After completion of the renovations to the Northwestern and Weisenberg
Elementary buildings, the District will still have approximately 5.3 million available to be applied to other
projects. The Board will be able to discuss additional options for phasing projects, the scope of work to
be done, and the associated costs.

E. District Finances

Update and discussion on budget development process

C. Linde has received the anticipated budgets from all buildings and departments. She will be meeting
with S. Meixsell on Friday to evaluate anticipated revenue shortfalls, evaluate all options, and identify
where budget cuts could be made. The District does not have all revenue data at this time.

Approval of contract with Cowan Associates, Inc. to provide engineering services relative to
the sanitary sewer lines at the high school per the attached contract and corresponding fees
After discussion regarding specific fees, the Board agreed to hold for clarification of the construction
observation costs.

F. Other Reports
Old Business
a. Confirmation of Committee Membership—W. Dellicker asked to be removed from the Public
Relations Committee. All other committees will stay the same.
b. Board Seminar—Board Seminar dates have been changed. The Educational and Operational
Seminars will be combined and held on April 3 & 4, 2009
c. Heidelberg Township Zoning Hearing Recommendations—As one of the components of the
Heidelberg Township Hearing Board regarding the Maintenance/Transportation facilities, the
Hearing Board urged the District to seek a change in the zoning classification from agricultural.
S. Meixsell will prepare a letter to Heidelberg Township Supervisors to request they consider a
change.

New Business—none
President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—no comments
Communications/Notes for the Board from Michael Ondra, Secretary—none
Report from Superintendent Meixsell
a. Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell commented on School Board Recognition Month. S.

Meixsell and other administrators expressed their appreciation for the work the Board members do
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for the School District and the community. S. Meixsell noted Weisenberg Township is pursuing
State and Federal grants for improvements to the intersection of 178 & SR 863. She has drafted
letters of support to the State Senators. Principals shared current events in the buildings.
b. Board Member Sharing—Board members commented on the good working relationship they
share.
c. Committee Meetings—Policy, 1/5/09 @7am, Sm Conf Rm

Buildings & Grounds, 1/7/09 @4pm, Brd Rm

Public Relations, 2/11/09 @5pm, Sm Conf Rm

Personnel, 1/14/09 @6pm, Sm Conf Rm

Finance, 1/21/09 @6pm, Sm Conf Rm

G. Adjournment
A motion was made by K. Zellner to adjourn the meeting. The meeting was adjourned at 9:40 p.m. for a
short break followed by Executive Session for personnel and legal issues.

Moved: K. Zellner Seconded: D. Link vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

Respectfully submitted,

Michael Ondra, Secretary
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary
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