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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, November 11, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

 
A.  Agenda 

Call to Order The Meeting was called to order at 7:32PM by President Snyder. 
  
Opening Exercises Opening Exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Ab Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

*arrived late  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also Present: K. Kehs, Art students—M. Pandel, K. Iobst, C. Alnutt, parents, S. Shearer, D. Graves (press),  
J. Poncavage (press), TV13 News, J. Berlet, L. Hoppes, A. Nickischer, M. Scott, L. Frisbie, L. Matika,  
B. Uplinger, C. Linde, L. Stitzel, S. Meixsell, J. Freund, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
Approval of Agenda S. Meixsell noted a clarification of an agenda item.  The agenda was approved as 
presented. 

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  M. Ondra Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
President will welcome guests and provide for comments—no comments 

High School Art Students—High School Art teacher, K. Kehs introduced students and their artwork.  
Students commented on their projects and art classes. 

 
Personnel action, as listed: 

L. Matika noted the 17 new guest teachers bring the total to over 100 people on the substitute list. 
1. Appointment of Erica Morrison, 8588 Reservoir Road, Germansville, PA 18053, to the position of long-term substitute 

Guidance Counselor assigned to the High School effective November 11, 2009 through the end of the 2009-10 school year 
at MS Step 1 ($41,150) prorated for the remainder 2009-2010 school year.  Compensation may be adjusted at the 
conclusion of negotiations.  Erica is presently the short-term substitute Guidance Counselor at the High School. 

2. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Donna Pinckney, Guidance Transition Mentor, effective November 21, 2009. 
3. Recommendation to accept the following Transportation classification changes: 

a. Vernon Wink:  additional Class C part-time bus driver effective November 9, 2009 at a rate of $18.70/hour 
b. Sally Christman:  remove Class C part-time bus driver classification, add Class E van driver at a rate of 

$14.79/hour and Class D substitute bus driver at a rate of $17.50/hour effective October 13, 2009 
4. Appointment of Paul Watt, 6720 Stone Drive, Germansville, PA 18053, to the position of substitute Van Driver at a rate of 

$14.79/hour, effective November 12, 2009 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork. 
5. Request to change the effective date of employment for Lauren Hartrum, Food Service General Production Worker, to 

November 3, 2009 due to receipt of all necessary paperwork. 
6. Recommendation to remove the following from the Food Service Substitute list effective 
 October 27, 2009: 

a. Faye Billig, requested 
b. Dorothy Kurtz, declined job 

7. Recommendation to remove the following from the District Substitute/Guest Teacher list effective November 6, 2009: 
a. Anthony Caracio, retired 
b. Jennifer Hardner, incomplete paperwork, no response to communications 
c. Wendy Hines, full time employment 
d. Brian Simpson, no response to communications 

8. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular position(s) for the 2009-10 school year pending receipt of all 
necessary paperwork.  Compensation may be adjusted at the conclusion of negotiations. 

Extracurricular Application Name Stipend 

Middle School Yearbook Advisor Shelley Moyer $1,211.06 

9. Request for student teaching experience at Weisenberg Elementary for the spring semester of the 2009-10 school year 
from Kutztown University: 

a. Alyssa Huber with Vivian Weidner, second grade 
b. Stephanie Leon with Pamela Miers, third grade 
c. Caitlyn Hession with Angela Rimm, third grade 

10. Approval for the addition of the following “Guest Teacher” personnel to the District Substitute Teacher list effective 
November 16, 2009 pending receipt of all necessary paperwork: 

a. Erin Cox, 5430 Route 873, Schnecksville, PA 18078 
b. Michael Dee, 3228 Clear Stream Drive, Whitehall, PA 18052 
c. Jamie Farber, 2675 Welshtown Road, Slatington, PA 18080 
d. Dennis Fetter, 4285 Primrose Lane, Treichlers, PA 18086 
e. Eric Filer, 114 E. High Street, Coaldale, PA 18218 



 

148 

11/11/09  Board Minutes 

f. Joseph Fruhman,: 4140 Lawton Court, Schnecksville, PA 18078 
g. Kate Fruhman, 4140 Lawton Court, Schnecksville, PA 18078 
h. James Harper, 1675 Victoria Circle, Allentown, PA 18103 
i. Megan Heffelfinger, 3345 South Front Street, Whitehall, PA 18052 
j. Betsy Jacobson-Holtz, 89 North Shore Drive, Albrightsville, PA 18210 
k. Donna Kish, 7720 Crane Crossing, Macungie, PA 18062 
l. Amy Krall, 79 Kepners Road, New Ringgold, PA 17960 
m. David Puckett, 6689 Windemere Court, Allentown, PA 18104 
n. Jillian Sabo, 5830 Labrador Court, Schnecksville, PA 18078 
o. Shuk Hing Tom, 1615 Fieldstone Street, Allentown, PA 18106 
p. Randall Utsch, 10 Alton Road, Palmerton, PA 18071 
q. Patrick Visconti, HC 88, Box 501, Pocono Lake, PA 18347 

11. Request for Family Medical Leave for Glenn Matz, Custodian, effective November 12, 2009 (PM).  Return to work date to 
be determined. 

12. Approval of unpaid medical leave for Jen Covert, Food Service General Production Worker, effective November 6, 2009.  
Return to work date to be determined. 

13. Approval of unpaid medical leave for Diane Smith, Northwestern Elementary Teacher Assistant, effective November 6, 
2009 for approximately two weeks. 

14. Request for approval for unpaid days for the following: 
a. Lisa Remaly, Middle School Teacher Assistant, 2 unpaid sick days:  October 26 and 27, 2009 
b. Karen Ziegler, Middle School Teacher Assistant, 5 unpaid sick days:  October 23 through 29, 2009 
c. Denise Belnoski, Northwestern Elementary Teacher Assistant, 5 unpaid sick days:  November 2 through 5, 2009 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
 7. Presentation by Scott Shearer Public Financial Management. 

• Adoption of a Resolution, the full text of said Resolution having been provided to each 
member of the Board, and the full text of which is incorporated into this Motion by specific 
reference to the Resolution, authorizing inter alia, the incurring of nonelectoral debt by the 
issuance of its General Obligation Note Bond (Emmaus), Series of 2009 (“NoteBond”) in the 

aggregate principal amount of $8,770,000, providing that the proceeds of the Bonds shall be 
applied to provide funds for capital projects; covenanting to pay, and pledging available 
taxing power for the payment of the NoteBond, establishing a sinking fund and appointing a 
sinking fund depository as applicable, fixing the form, interest rate of the NoteBond, 
maturity, redemption and other provisions for the payment thereof, accepting a proposal for 
the purchase of the NoteBond, authorizing a filing of required documents with the 
Department of Community and Economic Development; ratifying and directing certain 

actions of officers; and, making certain other covenants and provisions with respect to the 
NoteBond.  

 
C. Linde explained language change from “note” to “bond” as listed on the original agenda item.  S. Shearer 
reviewed information on past borrowing for the construction projects.  This will be the final piece for permanent 
financing of the last draw down.  A December 15 settlement date is expected.  After discussion, a motion was made 
to approve the agenda item as amended. 

   Moved:  D. Schafer  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of Memorandum of Understanding with Pennsylvania State Police, Bethlehem, effective 
10/19/09 for a two-year period 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of District sponsorship of Weisenberg Elementary PTO Skating Night at Skateaway, Whitehall, 
to be held March 1, 2010 from 5:30 to 8:30PM consistent with Policy 914, Support Organizations 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Approval of Tutorial Agreement with KidsPeace National Hospital Centers for tutorial services for 
students #12131 & #11312 at a rate of $27.50 per hour for 5 hours per week 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
C.  Policies 

First reading of Policies 120, 138, 142, and 143 
The draft policies are posted on the District website for public review. 
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D.  Facilities 

Approval of change orders for Main Campus and Elementary construction projects as listed: 
  High School 

1. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-22 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
laminate GWB on all walls in all classrooms in the 2 story wing per GC COR 25in the amount of $51,251.00.  (FC) 

2. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-23 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
laminate GWB on walls in corridors 110 and 100 per GC COR 26 in the amount of $5,359.00.  (FC) 

3. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-24 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
revise Fire Extinguisher cabinet locations, provide recessed cabinets where desired, and provide fire rated cabinets where 
necessary per GC COR 28 in the amount of $981.00.  (OM) 

4. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-25 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
demolish existing chases in the 2 story wing per GC COR 29 in the amount of $2,621.00.  (OM) 

5. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-27 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install GWB on mtl. stud assemblies in room 120B around 2 existing columns, 1 rainwater collector, and in front of a 
section of existing wall per GC COR 31 in the amount of $1,181.00. (FC) 

6. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-28 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install GWB on mtl. stud assemblies around mechanical ductwork in the 2 story wing per GC COR 32 in the amount of 
$2,912.00.  (OM) 

7. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-29 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
construct a GWB on mtl. stud wall between classrooms 104 and 106 per GC COR 33 in the amount of $2,243.00.  (OM) 

8. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-31 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide furring on the front (teaching) and rear walls of all classrooms in the 2 story wing to provide space for new 
electrical and data wiring and devices per GC COR 35 in the amount of $8,384.00.  (FC) 

9. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-32 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
delete the provision of television brackets from the GC scope per GC COR 36 in the credit amount of -$4,795.00.  
Installation of the owner supplied television brackets shall remain the responsibility of the GC.  (ORC) 

10. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-33 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
increase the height of the movable partition in the Special. Ed. room of the High School from 9’-0” to 10’-0” per GC COR 
37 in the amount of $691.00.  (OM) 

11. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-35 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install additional GWB on mtl. stud assemblies on exterior wall of room 116 in the High School per GC COR 39 in the 
amount of $1,170.00.  (FC) 

12. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-36 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install insulated GWB on mtl. stud assemblies on the exterior walls of the media center in the high school to compensate 
for the existing un-insulated exterior wall conditions per GC COR 40 in the amount of $7,138.00.  (FC) 

13. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-37 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install insulated GWB on mtl. stud assemblies on the exterior walls of the rooms 209 and 211 in the high school to 
compensate for the existing un-insulated exterior wall conditions per GC COR 41 in the amount of $3,756.00.  (FC) 

14. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-38 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install GWB on mtl. stud assemblies along the classroom side of the corridor wall in room 301 per GC COR 42 in the 
amount of $1,541.00.  (FC) 

15. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-40 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide gwb on mtl. stud soffits in corridor 200 and gwb on mtl. stud ceiling pockets in rooms 209 and 211 to compensate 
for existing structural beams that were deeper than expected per GC COR 44 in the amount of $2,872.00.  (FC) 

16. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-41 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide a gwb on mtl. stud enclosure for an existing sanitary stack to remain in room 110 per GC COR 45 in the amount of 
$425.00.  (FC) 

17. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-42 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
install 1 hour rated shaftwall at the rear of classrooms 210 and 212 and to complete the enclosures around the mechanical 
mezzanine areas above the classrooms at the rear of the media center per GC COR 46 in the amount of $8,394.00.  (FC) 

18. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-43 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
demolish existing partitions and reconstruct to provide proper ADA clearances in the restrooms adjacent to the 2nd floor 
faculty rooms, and to provide a closet for data equipment in the 2nd floor faculty room per GC COR 49 in the amount of 
$3,036.00.  (FC/OM) 

19. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-44 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide gwb on mtl. stud column enclosures around the existing steel columns in the media center in order to create 
space for electrical conduit per GC COR 51 in the amount of $623.00.  (OM) 

20. Approval of Wind Gap Electric change order EC-03 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide electrical and data connections for the new marquis signage to be provided and installed by the district in the 
amount of $9,211.43.  (ORC) 

21. Approval of Sargent change order AC-01 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials in the 1st floor hallway ceiling of the high school and its associated ductwork in the amount of 
$3,100.00.  (FC) 

22. Approval of Sargent change order AC-02 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials containing pipe and valve insulation in the boiler room of the high school in the amount of $2,450.00.  
(FC) 

23. Approval of Sargent change order AC-03 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials containing pipe insulation (152 LF) in the high school in the amount of $1,976.00.  (FC) 

24. Approval of Sargent change order AC-04 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials containing pipe fittings (60) in the high school in the amount of $1,740.00.  (FC) 
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25. Approval of Sargent change order AC-05 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials containing VAT and mastic (800 sf) in the high school in the amount of $1,000.00.  (OM) 

26. Approval of Sargent change order AC-06 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to remove 
hazardous materials containing transite panels (228 sf) in the high school in the amount of $228.00.  (FC) 

27. Approval of Dual Temp change order MC-05 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide and install additional support steel for air handling units 1 & 2 to be installed in the existing mechanical mezzanine 
areas of the high school in the amount of $4,375.09. (FC) 

28. Approval of Dual Temp change order MC-06 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
provide and install controls for the existing air handling units serving the high school special ed. rooms in the amount of 
$1,145.77. (FC)  

29. Approval of Dual Temp change order MC-08 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to install 
HW & CW shut off valves in corridor 400 in the amount of $2,253.76. (OM) 

  Middle School 
30. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-21 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 

change the borrowed light framing in the Middle School security vestibule from Hollow Metal to Aluminum per GC COR 20 
in the amount of $1,215.00.  (OM) 

31. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-26 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
replace attic insulation above the Middle School administrative offices as requested by the code official per GC COR 30 in 
the amount of $1,951.00.  (C) 

32. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-30 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
reconstruct a freestanding wall in the Family Consumer Science room of the Middle School per GC COR 34 in the amount 
of $590.00.  (FC) 

33. Approval of Dual Temp change order MC-07 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
relocate the chiller and pad for the Middle School in the amount of $4,537.97. (OM) 

  Transportation/Maintenance 
34. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-34 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to tie 

3 rainwater collectors into the storm sewer system at the Maintenance & Transportation facility per GC COR 38 in the 
amount of $1,377.00. (OM) 

35. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-39 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to 
eliminate the automatic gate opener at the exit gate to the bus lot and the Maintenance and Transportation facility per GC 
COR 43 in the credit amount of -$3,736.00.  (ORC) 

  Weisenberg Elementary Project 
1. Approval of MBR change order MC-07 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to install 

additional expansion tank in boiler room per engineer’s sketch in the amount of $2,593.34.  (OM) 
2. Approval of MBR change order MC-08 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required to install boiler 

stack exhaust fans in the amount of $16,351.99.  (FC) 
3. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-31 to provide all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

to replace 11 clocks including back-boxes in the amount of $1,954.00.  (FC) 
4. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-32 to provide all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

to rewire two existing wall heaters in the amount of $850.49.  (OM) 
5. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-33 to provide all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

to perform electrical work as required for installation of boiler stack exhaust fans in the amount of $6,248.46.  (FC) 
6. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-34 to provide all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

to relocate sewer pump control panel in the amount of $5,095.76.  (FC) 
7. Approval of Wind Gap Electrical change order EC-35 to provide all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

to properly dispose of fluorescent lamps and ballasts removed from the area of complete building demolition in the 
amount of $2,625.00.  (OM) 

  Northwestern Elementary Project 
1. Approval of Crest Environmental change order AC-07 to furnish all material, equipment, labor, and supervision as required 

for abatement of additional materials in Cafeteria and Cafeteria Storage Rm in the amount of $100. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
Approval of service agreement with Kistler O’Brien for annual test and inspection of Weisenberg 

Elementary sprinkler system in the amount of $380 
 

Approval of Extended Warranty and Remote Monitoring System agreement with Schindler Elevator 
Corporation for Weisenberg Elementary elevator for one year, November 13, 2009 to November 12, 
2010, in the amount of $1980 
Above items are preventive maintenance items the Board wished to approve as one motion. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
E.  District Finances 

Approval of participation in Tech Wizards Jr Professional Development Program at CLIU 21 for nine 
elementary students and three elementary teachers for the 2009-2010 school year at a cost of $2100.00 
to be paid from the General Fund 
 
Approval of agreement with Theatreworks USA, New York NY, for Northwestern First Grade fieldtrip for a 

performance on February 18, 2010 of Click Clack Moo at Parkland High School at a cost of $560.00 to be 
paid from Student Activity Funds  
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Approval of agreement with Brian Xander to provide DJ Services for four Middle School dances for the 
2009/2010 school year at a total cost of $1200 to be paid from Student Activity Funds 
The above are general business items the Board wished to approve as one motion. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit Special Education Services Agreement for the 2009-2010 
school year  

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Approval of two-year contract with Constellation New Energy, January 1, 2010 through December 31, 
2011, to supply the current PPL Utilities electric accounts pending review of contract by District Solicitor 

C. Linde reviewed the process  
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of settlement agreement for special education services for student #7371 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

F.  Other Reports 
  
Old Business—none  
 
New Business—none  
 
President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—no comments 

 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Paul Fisher, Secretary—P. Fisher noted a response letter from 
State Senator Patrick Browne on the Board’s letter regarding the State Budget impasse and basic education funding. 
 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell 

a. Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell requested an Executive Session following the meeting.  High 
School National Honor Society had 28 new members join at their Inductee Ceremony this week.  Lindsey Kerr 

won a Gold Medal at the State Girls Cross Country meet.  Middle School has started a “Climb” program using 
intervention strategies to improve math skills. 
b. Board Member Sharing—P. Fisher commented on the upcoming High School production of the “Wizard of Oz.”  
D. Shafer noted former NWE Principal Brad Hart had completed his climb of Mt. Kilimanjaro. 
c. Committee Meetings—Policy, 11/2/09 @7am, Sm Conf Rm 
 Buildings & Grounds, 11/4/09 @4pm, Brd Rm 

 Public Relations, CANCELLED 
 Personnel, CANCELLED 
 Finance, CANCELLED 

 d. Other Finance Seminar 11/11/09 @4pm, Brd Rm 
 Finance Seminar 11/18/09 @4pm, Brd Rm 

 
 

G.  Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 9:05PM.  The Board took a brief recess and met for 
Executive Session for personnel and legal issues.   

   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
  
Paul C. Fisher, Jr., Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 


