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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Administrative Conference Room 

Wednesday, August 12, 2009, 7:30 p.m. 

MINUTES 

A.  Agenda 

Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by President Snyder. 
  

Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
  
Roll Call 

Roll Call  Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Pr/Ab  Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Michael Ondra  Pr Gregory Snyder 

  Pr Paul Fisher, Jr.  Pr Darryl Schafer  Pr Kenneth Zellner 

Also present: M. Haddad, J. Davis, TV 13 News, D. Graves, L. Frisbie, J. Berlet, R. Cartier, K. Fisher, C. Linde,  
L. Hoppes, L. Matika, B. Uplinger, S. Meixsell, J. Freund, Esq., N. Zellner 

 

Approval of Agenda S. Meixsell noted changes to the agenda. 
   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  M. Ondra Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
President welcomed guests and provided for comments 
S. Meixsell gave an update to Board members regarding kindergarten enrollment and the need to shift some 
Northwestern Elementary kindergarten students to Weisenberg.  B. Uplinger, J. Berlet, and S. Meixsell will revisit the 
situation.  Heather Wambold, a daycare provider explained that students have been prepped since Spring that they 

would be going to NWE.  Jill Schultz, of Memorial Rd, Germansville appreciated the District’s reconsideration of the 
placement due to the length of the bus ride and safety concerns.  Elizabeth Balliet, of Meadowview Rd, Germansville, 
also voiced concern over the bus ride and thanked the District for revisiting the situation. 
 
Personnel action, as listed 

1. Appointment of Manal Haddad, 510 Miller Lane, Whitehall, PA 18052, to the position of Elementary Teacher 
assigned to third grade at Weisenberg Elementary, effective August 24, 2009 at BS Step 2 ($39,500-compensation 

may be adjusted at the conclusion of negotiations).  Manal has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary 
Education from Valley Forge Christian College.  Manal is presently on the District’s Substitute Teacher list and has 
completed a short term assignment at Weisenberg Elementary. 

2. Appointment of Jacob Davis, 119 Fairview Street, Bethlehem, PA 18018, to the position of Elementary Teacher 
assigned to first grade at Weisenberg Elementary, effective August 24, 2009 at MS Step 1 ($41,150-compensation 
may be adjusted at the conclusion of negotiations). Jacob has a Masters of Education Degree in Special Education 
from Lehigh University and a Bachelor of Arts Degree Lycoming College.  Jacob is presently a Teacher Associate for 
the Centennial School of Lehigh University. 

3. Appointment of Krista Sell, 5125 Cider Press Road, Schnecksville, PA 18078, to the position of short-term 
substitute assigned to second grade at Northwestern Elementary, effective September 14, 2009 at the substitute 
rate of $120/day.  Krista has a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education from the Pennsylvania State 
University.  Krista is presently on the District’s Substitute Teacher list. 

4. Approval to transfer Kathy Fiedler, Middle School Librarian, to the position of Technology Integration Specialist 
district wide, effective August 31, 2009 at the same rate of pay. 

5. Recommendation to add the following to the Substitute Food Service list effective date to be determined pending 
receipt of all necessary paperwork at a rate of $9.46/hour: 

a.  Kelly Frisch:  5447 Railroad Road, Germansville, PA 18053 
b.  Wendy Rosko:  22 Cherry Street, Lenhartsville, PA 19534 

6. Recommendation to accept the following Transportation classification change effective September 7, 2009: 
Ken Schneider:  additional classification of Class D Substitute Bus Driver at a rate of $15.50/hour 

7. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Amanda Woolslayer, IST Teacher assigned to Weisenberg 
Elementary, effective August 28, 2009. 

8. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Gail Horning, Food Service General Production Worker, effective July 
24, 2009. 

9. Recommendation to remove the following from the District Substitute Teacher list effective August 5, 2009: 
a.  Leslie Schoeniger:  employment elsewhere 
b.  Kristen Campanell:  employment elsewhere 
c.  Jenna Rau:  requested to be removed 

10. Recommendation to add the following to the District Substitute Teacher list effective September 8, 2009 pending 
receipt of all necessary paperwork:  Dawn Burke:  2879 Cemetery Street, Slatington, PA 18080, English/ESL 
certification 

11. Recommendation to remove the following from the Substitute Teacher Assistant list effective August 5, 2009:  
Felicia Pasquale:  student teaching 
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12. Approval for the request of Child Rearing and Family Medical Leave for Kate Kitz, District Therapeutic Case 
Manager, effective August 31, 2009.  Return to work date is December 1, 2009. 

13. Request for the approval for unpaid days for the following:  Kim Rauch, Driver, 4 unpaid days—October 6 through 
October 9, 2009 

14. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular position(s) for the 2009-10 school year.  Compensation 
may be adjusted at the conclusion of negotiations. 

Extracurricular Application Name Stipend 

Credo Advisor – HS Linda Paist $941.93 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  K. Zellner Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
B.  Curriculum/Building Issues 

Approval of revisions to Futures II Curriculum 
The revisions have been posted on the District website for the last 30 days.  L. Stitzel has received comments and 
suggestions & minor revisions were made.  P. Fisher noted the importance of life lessons included in this curriculum. 

   Moved:  P. Fisher  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Update on status of Northwestern Lehigh Digital Academy 

A productive meeting was held earlier in the week with parents and Lincoln Interactive.  The parents were pleased 
and patient in working out the details.  L. Stitzel expects three student to be enrolled for the first year.   She 
explained some of the benefits of being associated with the District’s academy. 
 
C.  Policies 

First reading of Policies 301, 309, 401, 409, 501, 509 and 619 
Policies are posted on the District website for public review. 

 
Approval to revoke Policy 619A Reciprocity  
Policy 619A supported NWLSD residents who wished to utilize Northampton Community College and Reading 
Community for courses that were not available at Lehigh Carbon Community College.  Since all of these colleges are 
now offering similar courses, the District will no longer sponsor residents as students. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

Confirmation of PSBA voting delegate  
A voting delegate is required to attend the entire conference.  P. Fisher asked PSBA to consider an option of 
attending only one day of the conference and is waiting for a response.  P. Fisher would be willing to attend for the 
legislative component of the conference.  W. Dellicker is willing to attend and act as voting delegate if PSBA does not 
change the procedure. 

 

D.  Facilities 

Update on Main Campus Projects 
S. Meixsell gave a brief update on the progress of the various projects.  Work at the high school is a little behind 
schedule.  She expressed concerns with the readiness of the Guidance Suite for the start of school.  The General 
Contractor expects a completion date of 8/28/09.  An alternate plan is in place for the first two weeks of school to 
allow enough time to clean the rooms and move furniture into the spaces.  The Certificate of Occupancy has not 
been issued for the final wing at Weisenberg.  S. Meixsell will continue working with DEP & Weisenberg Township. 

 
Approval of change orders for the Main Campus Renovation Projects as listed  

a. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-01 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 
ADA upgrades in MS project as required  in the amount of $15,826.00. 

b. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-02 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required for fire 
rating in the amount of $1,856.00. 

c. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-03 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 
vertical grab bars in Maintenance bathrooms in the amount of $229.89. 

d. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-04 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 
veritcal grab bars in DAO bathrooms in the amount of $804.00. 

e. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-05 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 3 
additional fire extinquishers in HS basement in the amount of $234.00. 

f. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-06 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to rebuild 
wall in HS faculty room in the amount of $1,228.00. 

g. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-08 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to install 
column enclosures in HS Rms 116 & 118 in the amount of $1,767.00. 

h. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-09 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to demo 
and reconstruct plumbing chase in HS in the amount of $3,155.00. 

i. Approval of Penn Builders change order GC-10 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to box out 
columns in HS corridor in the amount of $538.00. 
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j. Approval of Wind Gap Electric change order EC-01 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to 
install ADA card reader and door contacts at MS in the amount of $3,010.00. 

k. Approval of Wind Gap Electric change order EC-02 to provide all material, labor and supervision as required to 
install exhaust fan wiring per SK-E5 at T & M in the amount of $419.27. 
   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of feasibility study with MKSD Architects, LLC in the amount of $21,500.00 per 
recommendation of the Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Remaining projects on the Facilities Master Plan have been designated for 2009-2010, 2010-2012, and 2012-2015.  
Items requiring architectural services will be reviewed in the study. 

   Moved:  M. Ondra  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
Approval of Johnson Controls for automated temperature control and mechanical services as 
preventative HVAC maintenance at both elementary schools in the amount of $19,204.00 at NWE and 
$33,667.00 at WEIS per recommendation of the Buildings & Grounds Committee  -- hold  
 
Approval of proposal from Sobrinski Painting for services at the High School, Middle School and 
Northwestern Elementary in the amount of $2,215.00 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
E.  District Finances 

Status report on Pennsylvania State Budget 
The District has not received the July subsidy payment.  C. Linde does not expect the August or September payment 
to be on time.  Some payments for 2008-2009 have not yet been received. 

 
F.  Other Reports 
  
Old Business 
• Approval of the attached resolution regarding PSERS 
S. Schoffstall suggested also including a letter stating how much funding the District has not received and the 
amount of interest revenue lost because of the budget impasse. 

   Moved:  S. Schoffstall  Seconded:  P. Fisher Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
New Business 
C. Bartlet asked for an update on the new PIAA regulations regarding women’s soccer.  Jason Zimmerman will report 
at the next meeting.  He has been communicating with families involved. 
 
President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—none  

 
Communications/Notes for the Board from Paul Fisher, Secretary—Notification was received of the State 
Audit beginning August 24.  The audit is extensive and includes data collection and management, teacher 
certification, technology, safety and security. 
 
Report from Superintendent Meixsell 

a. Administrative/Building Sharing—S. Meixsell requested an Executive Session for personnel issues to follow the 
meeting.  Building Principals commented on orientation schedules and prep for the upcoming school year.  
Most summer in-services are being held at NWE this year. 

b. Board Member Sharing—D. Link reminded everyone of Night In the Country to be held August 15. 
c. Committee Meetings—Policy, 8/3/09 @7am, Sm Conf Rm 

 Buildings & Grounds, 8/5/09 @4pm, Brd Rm 
 Public Relations, 8/19/09 @5pm, Sm Conf Rm 

 Personnel, 8/12/09 @6pm, Sm Conf Rm 
 Finance, 8/19/09 @6pm, Sm Conf Rm 

 
G.  Adjournment 

Upon motion by K. Zellner, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03 p.m. 
   Moved:  K. Zellner  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
        

Paul C. Fisher, Jr., Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 


