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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Board Room 

Wednesday, May 18, 2011, 7:30 PM 

 

I. Opening Procedures 

A.   Call to Order The Meeting was called to order at 7:32PM by President Snyder. 
 

B.   Roll Call Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 
 

 Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Todd Hernandez  Pr Darryl Schafer 

 Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Roll Call 
Pr/Ab 

 Pr Christopher Ford  Pr Michael Marich   Pr Gregory Snyder 

 
Also Present: R. Lenhart, B. Dietrich P. Toll, D. Anderson, T. Brinley, L. Luca, M. Bartholomew, C. O’Neil,  

L. Sorensen, R. Morrison, J. Schmoyer, S. Haddad, G. Sanders, D. Brannan, D. Nemes, K. Fisher, 
M. Scott, A. Wahl, J. Berlet, L. Stitzel, L. Seier, L. Schellhamer, J. Holman, L. Frisbie, L. Matika, 

M. Wright, J. Freund, Esq., N. Zellner 
 
C.   Approval of Agenda The agenda was approved as presented. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

D. President welcomed guests and provided for comments—none  
 

E. Approval of Minutes, as attached, for April 14, 2011—The Minutes were approved as presented. 
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
  
II. Personnel Action, as listed 

A. Appointments/New Employees: 
1. Recommendation to add Jennifer Hoffman, New Tripoli, PA, as a Class F substitute van driver 

effective date pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork, at $15.23/hr. 

2. Recommendation to add Richard Bowman, New Tripoli, PA, as a Class F substitute van driver, 
effective May 14, 2011, at $15.23/hr. 

3. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular positions for the 2011-2012 school year.   

Extracurricular Application Name Stipend 

Head Varsity Boys Soccer Coach Nathan Hunsicker $5,170.14 

Assistant Boys Soccer Coach Jordan Smith $3,102.08 

 
B. Other Actions: 

1. Approval to grant tenure to the following professional teachers, after completion of three (3) years 

of satisfactory service to the District per Administrative recommendations: 
a. Tracy Gruber, Weisenberg Elementary, effective January 25, 2011 
b. Eric Taddei, High School, effective March 1, 2011 

2. Recommendation to add Jennifer Covert to our Food Service substitute list effective, May 13, 2011. 
3. Recommendation to approve a classification change for Jennifer Kaufman, from a class D substitute 

bus driver, to a Class C part-time bus driver, effective May 2, 2011, in addition to her office 

position for the remainder of the 2010-11 school year.  The Class C rate of pay is $17.20/hr. 
4. Recommendation to approve a classification change for Mariann Richards, from Class E part-time 

van driver, to a Class C part- time bus driver, effective April 18, 2011.  The Class C rate of pay is 
$17.20/hr. 

Personnel items were approved as presented. 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  S. Schoffstall Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

III. Curriculum/Building Issues 

A. Approval of Act 80 Days for the 2010-2011 school year 
L. Stitzel noted this is needed by the State of Pennsylvania in order to meet the 180 day requirement.  
Staff development (in-service) days will be used to satisfy the requirement.  W. Dellicker clarified these 
days were for the current school year.   

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  S. Schoffstall Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

B. Approval of Curriculum Council Recommendations 
The purpose of the Curriculum Council is to make recommendations. Recommendations were presented 
to the Board last month.  L. Stitzel noted not all of the recommendations of the Council can be 
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implemented.  The goal is to work towards the development of the recommendations.  W. Dellicker had 
questions regarding Social Studies recommendations.  The High School currently has a World Cultures 
course.  A World History course will be created to match the PA Standards.  Social Studies instruction 
will be incorporated into reading instruction at the elementary level.  Social Studies time will be 

maximized at each building level including geography content.  S. Schoffstall commented on public 
comments she heard regarding the music program. 

   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

C. Approval to apply for the Pennsylvania Healthier US School Challenge Mini-Grant in the 
amount of $2,000 to promote healthier food choices within the elementary schools 
Funding became available to assist districts in attaining progress toward the new nutrition standards.  

The grant required the identification of a need for improvement.  The new menu requires dry bean/pea 
recipes once per week (currently zero).  The grants would allow the District to do a six-week sampling 
of bean or pea recipes in each of the schools.  Based on the outcome, a decision will be made whether 
to add the items to the menu cycle. 

 
D. Approval to apply for the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) National School 

Lunch Program Equipment Assistance Grant for kitchen equipment for Middle School and 
High School, amount not to exceed $20,000 per building 
The program began in 2009 and was successful.  PDE received additional funds to be distributed 
through the grant process.  If received, the funds would replace an oven at the Middle School that is no 
longer repairable and a steamer in the High School. 
 
President Snyder asked for a motion to approve applying for both grants. 

   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
IV. Policies 

None 
 
V. Facilities 

A. Approval to accept quote from Kempton Excavating for groundwater relief drain in the 
amount of $8,385.00 
The proposal was reviewed and recommended by the Buildings & Grounds Committee. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
VI District Finances 

A. Approval of the 2011–2012 through 2014-2015 school years K-12 Systems, Inc. contract for 
Sapphire Student Information System Software Suite in the amount of $54,661.00 per 
school year 
The four-year contract includes web-based software utilization for staff of all student information, a 
student/parent portal, and information management for PIMS, the State information system uploads.  
The rate will remain the same for the four-year period. 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

B. Approval to refund 2010-2011 Lynn Township real estate tax for parcel # 14-540949833886 
1 (Timothy L. and Teresa M. Billig) in the amount of $227.97 due to assessment appeal  

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

C. Approval of agreement with Advanced Academics Inc. for the purchase of on-line 
educational services and curriculum on a per course fee basis for the period of July 1, 2011 
through June 30, 2012 pending legal review –Hold (item removed during approval of agenda) 

 
D. Approval of New Tripoli Bank as District Depository for the 2011-2012 school year 
    Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay,  G. Snyder Abstained  

 
E. Approval to transmit PlanCon J documents for Northwestern Elementary, Weisenberg 

Elementary, and Middle School projects for submission to the Pennsylvania Department of 

Education pending final review 
L. Frisbie has received the reports for final close out of these projects.  PDE review will determine the 
final reimbursement rate for the renovation projects. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
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F. Approval of contract with Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 for Driver Education Program 
for 2011-2012 in the amount of $2500.  The cost to students will be $220 for classroom theory, 
or $99 for on-line classroom theory, and $275 for behind-the-wheel driving 
35 High School students participated in behind-the-wheel driving, 20 participated in classroom theory 

during the past year. 
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  M. Marich Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
G.   Approval of Services Agreement with Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 for a half-day 

workshop, May 18, 2011 “Algebra 1 Curriculum Writing Support” in the amount of $425.00 
to be paid from the General Fund 
Cathy Anders worked with High School math teachers on revising the Algebra curriculum to meet State 

Standards and Keystone Exams, Administrators on elementary math, and Middle School math teachers 
on common core and what it means. 
  Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
H. Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 

1. Fund 10 General Fund totaling $1,032,033.21, check #060686 through 060986 

2. Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund—none  
3. Fund 31 Construction & Renovation Fund 2009 Note—none  
4. Fund 33 2008A General Obligations Bond (GOB)—none  
5. Fund 50 Food Service Fund totaling $33,654.76, check #005623 through 005641 

      Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay,  D. Link Abstained 
 

VII. Other Reports 

A. Foundation Report—no report 
 

B. Enrollment Report—2316 including 6 Digital Academy students, 62 cyber/charter students, 34 
homeschooled students, and 180 non-public students 
G. Snyder asked for a report on kindergarten numbers for next year.  Jill Berlet noted the numbers 
were similar to this year’s enrollment with 3 classes at Weisenberg and 4 at Northwestern.  W. 
Dellicker commented on cyber/charter numbers and asked if there were any homeschool costs. 

 
C. Committee Reports as follows: 

1. Intermediate Unit—D. Schafer noted a decrease in the IU transportation costs due to the paring 
down of spare vehicles.  Decommissioned vehicles will be bid for sale or salvaged.. 

2. Legislation—no report  
3. Recreation Commission—D. Link noted little activity due to the rainy weather. 

4. Lehigh Career & Technical Institute—W. Dellicker commented on Camp LCTI and all of the 
excellent summer programs offered.  He recognized these students for placing in State 
competition:  Brittany Dengler, Darian Kline, Devon Metzger, Heather Nitterour, Nathan Beitler, 
Jesse Haycock, Michael Hontz, and Ryan Williams.  Travis Iwaszek and Jesse Stahler were on the 
High Honor Roll for the Academic Center. 

 
VII. Old Business 

None 
 

VIII. New Business 

None 
 

IX. Communications 

A. President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment 
Ron Morrison, Weisenberg Township, spoke about comments he heard from residents at the Polls 
regarding history books not containing anything on the U. S. Constitution.  L. Stitzel noted other 
materials are used to cover curriculum items that are not included in the textbooks.  He commented on 
consolidating bus transportation on the half days to cut costs.  Mr. Morrison asked about insurance 
liability regarding the driver education program.  D. Schafer noted the I U covers that. 

 

B. Communications/Notes for the Board from Donald Link, Secretary—none  
 

C. Report from Superintendent Wright 
Dr. Wright acknowledged staff members present at the meeting.  She recognized Kailee Frey who was 
acknowledged as an emerging educator through Lehigh University’s chapter of Phi Delta Kappa. 
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D. Administrative/Building Sharing 
Principals shared information on award programs, sports, concerts, and current events in each 
building. 
 

E. Board Member Sharing 
W. Dellicker acknowledged Sarah Schoffstall, NWLSD Grad, recent graduate of Duke University, 
member of the Varsity hockey team. 
 

F. Committee Meetings 
Executive Session for Personnel, 4/20/11@ 5:30PM 

 Personnel, 5/18/11 @5:30 PM, Conf. Rm  

 Policy, 6/6/11 @7 AM, Conf Rm 
 Finance, 6/8/11 @6:30 PM, Conf. Rm 

 Buildings & Grounds, 8/3/11 @4 PM, Conf. Rm 
 
X. Adjournment 

Upon motion by D. Link, seconded by W. Dellicker, the meeting was adjourned at 8:34 PM. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
Donald J. Link, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 

 


