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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Board Room 

Wednesday, September 14, 2011, 7:30 PM 

MINUTES 

 

*Executive Session for Legal Issues was held at 6:30PM 
 
I. Opening Procedures 

A. Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:31PM by Vice President S. Schoffstall. 
 

B. Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed.  
 
C. Roll Call 

 Ab Camille Bartlett  Pr Todd Hernandez  Pr Darryl Schafer 

 Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Roll Call 

Pr/Ab 

 Pr Christopher Ford  Pr Michael Marich  Ab* Gregory Snyder 

Also Present:  G. Sanders, B. Dietrich, J. Reiter, L. Lenhart, E. Lewis, Lt. E. Colon, S. Haddad, D. Anderson, 
J. Hafner, R. Halm, M. Kitz, L. Sorensen, D. Graves (press), A. Yadush, D. Allen, L. Hoppes, M. Scott,  
J. Berlet, M. Dobbs, R. Kripplebauer, L. Matika, L. Frisbie, L. Seier, L. Schellhamer, J. Holman, M. Wright,  
K. Roddick, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
D. Approval of Agenda J. Holman noted an additional item to be placed on the agenda under Old 

Business.  (PSBA Legislative Council Delegates).  The agenda was approved as amended. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

E. President will welcome guests and provide for comments—no comments 
 

F. Premise Alert presentation by Lieutenant Edgardo Colon, Pennsylvania State Police 
J. Holman introduced Lt. Colon, the Station Commander at the Fogelsville Barracks.  Lt. Colon gave 
background information on the Premise Alert Opportunity.  This endeavor by the Pennsylvania State 

Police will provide an opportunity for families to participate in  a uniform method to alert first 
responders about individuals with special needs.  This will provide first responders with advance 
knowledge and allow for quick and educated responses during crises, evacuations, and disasters.   It is 
a voluntary system.  Information is posted on the District website and was also distributed to local 
churches to include in their newsletters. 

 

* President Snyder entered the meeting at 7:51 and assumed the chair. 
 
II. Personnel Action, as listed 

A.  RETIREMENTS/RESIGNATIONS: 
1. Recommendation to accept the resignation for retirement for Linda Petros, Head Cook at 

Weisenberg Elementary, effective December 31, 2011, after more than 29 years of service to the 
District. 

2. Recommendation to remove the following from the District Substitute Teacher list, per their 
requests: 

a. Kimberly Harakal, effective August 29, 2011 
b. Lindsey Kahl, effective September 13, 2011 
c. Michael Kistler, effective September 13, 2011 

3. Recommendation to remove Wendy Witter from the District Substitute Instructional Assistant list, 
effective August 29, 2011, per her request. 

4. Recommendation to remove Joan Chin from the Food Service Substitute list, effective August 29, 
2011, per her request. 

5. Recommendation to remove the following from the Substitute Teacher list, effective September 2, 
2011 as they are no longer active participants in the Guest Teacher Program: 

a. Cathleen Danks 
b. Michael Dee 

c. Eric Filer 
d. John Hughs Jr. 
e. Eveline Roberts 
f. Jennifer Stoves 
g. Patrick Visconti 
h. Lynne Walters 
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B.  APPOINTMENTS/NEW EMPLOYEES: 

1. Appointment of Erin Lewis, Stroudsburg, PA, to the position of part-time (40%) ESL Teacher, 

effective September 6, 2011, at BS Step 2 ($16,413) prorated.  Ms. Lewis comes to us with ESL 
experience. 

2. Appointment of Halli M. Strobel, New Tripoli, PA, to the position of part-time Instructional Assistant 

at Northwestern Elementary School, effective August 29, 2011, at a rate of $12.92/hr.  Ms. Strobel 
is currently on our District substitute Instructional Assistant list.   

3. Appointment of Ann Pergosky, New Tripoli, PA, to the position of part-time Temporary One on One 
Instructional Assistant at Weisenberg Elementary School, effective August 29, 2011 at a rate of 

$12.92/hr. 

4. Appointment of Jamie Farber, Slatington, PA, to the position of part-time Instructional Assistant at 
Northwestern Elementary School, effective August 29, 2011, at a rate of $12.92/hr.  Ms. Farber is 
currently on our District substitute teacher list as a guest teacher. 

5. Recommendation to add Laura Figueroa, Breinigsville, PA, as a Class F substitute van driver, 
effective September 1, 2011 at $15.69/hr. 

6. Recommendation to add Erin Lewis to the District Substitute Teacher list, effective September 12, 

2011. 

7. Recommendation to add Ann Pergosky to the District Substitute Instructional Assistant list, 
effective September 12, 2011.    

  
C.  OTHER ACTIONS: 

1. Approval of the following horizontal movements on the respective salary levels effective August 29, 
2011, and as outlined in the teachers’ negotiated contract for the following: 

NAME FROM TO 

Debra Aardewijn Masters MS+12 Step 13 

Jayme Baker Bachelors MS Step 4 

Brianne Gimbel Masters MS + 24 Step 10 

Nancy Gold Masters MS +12 Step 5 

Jennifer Horner Masters MS+12 Step 15 

Richard Kulp III Bachelors MS Step 8 

Amanda Rau Bachelor +24  MS Step 7 

Stacie Roos Masters MS +24 Step 5 

Michael Weber Masters MS +12 Step 10 

 

2. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular positions pending receipt of all necessary 
paperwork: 

Extracurricular Position Name Stipend 

Fine Arts Department Head (Grades K-12) Tracy Smoyer $2,619.94 

Friends for Life Advisor Elizabeth Adams $350.00 

Drama Advisor Jonathan Lynch $1,417.00 

Assistant Boys Basketball Coach (MS) Randy Atiyeh $1,250.00 

Assistant Boys Basketball Coach (MS) Jonathan Gruber $1,250.00 

Weisenberg Band Director (Grades 4 & 5) Donald Winzer $996.72 

Weisenberg Chorus Director (Grade 5)  Donald Winzer $734.10 

 

3. Recommendation to change classification for David Najarian to a Class C, part-time bus driver, 
effective September 6, 2011, at $17.72/hr.   

4. Recommendation to change classification for James Reppert to a Class C, part-time bus driver, 
effective September 6, 2011, at $17.72/hr.   

5. Recommendation to change classification for Lori Brensinger to a Class E, part-time van driver, 
effective September 6, 2011, at $15.69/hr. 

6. Recommendation to change classification for Richard Bowman to a Class E, part-time van driver, 
effective August 29, 2011 at $15.69/hr. 

7. Recommendation to change classification for Karen Maiolo to a class D, substitute bus driver, 
effective September 7, 2011 at $16.44/hr. 

8. Request for approval of unpaid days for Hardy Stanley, part-time van driver, for August 29 through 
September 2, 2011. 
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9. Request for approval of unpaid days for Richard Bond, part-time bus/van driver, for September 16, 
19, 20 & 21, 2011. 

10. Request for approval of unpaid days for Connie Gauweiler, Instructional Assistant, for August 30 & 
31, 2011. 

11. Request for approval of unpaid days for Barbara Ziegler, Food Service General Production Worker, 
for October 5 & 6, 2011. 

 
L. Matika noted the retirement of Linda Petros.  L. Stitzel introduced Erin Lewis who will be the new part-
time ESL teacher.  W. Dellicker offered special recognition and best wishes to Linda Petros, welcomed Erin 
Lewis and congratulated the teachers who completed the educational requirements for horizontal 
movement.  

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
III. Curriculum/Building Issues 

NONE 
 
IV. Policies 

A. First reading of updates to Policy 008 Organizational Chart  
Changes to the organizational chart are due to the elimination and realignment of positions. 

 
B. Approval to rescind Policy 606.1 Delinquent Per Capita Tax Exoneration Guidelines & 

Procedures 
The Policy is no longer needed as per capita tax is no longer collected 

C.  Approval to rescind Policy 907 Use of Facilities 

Policy 907 has been replaced with Policy 707 Use of Facilities.  A motion was made to approve items 
B & C. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

V. Facilities 

NONE 
 

VI. District Finances 

A. Approval of agreement with Northwestern Ambulance Corps, Inc to provide Basic Life 
Support service for the 2011 Varsity Football season at a cost of $65 per hour 
L. Frisbie noted an increase of $5 per hour over last year’s cost.  The rates are consistent with other 
Lehigh Valley schools. 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
B. Approval of renewal of agreement for health services with Northwestern Medical Center 

New Tripoli PA, for the 2011-2012 school year including physicals for bus drivers ($45), 
grade level physicals ($7), and low income, non-insured athletic physicals ($60) 
Consistent with last year’s fees. 

   Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  M. Marich Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
C. Approval of renewal of agreement for dental services with Dr. Dominic P. Lu for grade level 

dental exams ($4) 
Consistent with last year’s cost. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

D. Approval of Letter of Agreement with Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 to provide Title 

1 services to St. Joseph the Worker School and St. John Neumann Regional School for the 
2011-2012 school year in the amount of $7,925.00 
A requirement when receiving Title 1 Services is that a percentage is to be used by non-public schools.  
The Intermediate Unit coordinates these services and also makes sure those schools are spending the 
funds in accordance with the requirements of Title 1. 

   Moved:  D. Schafer  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
E. Renewal of tuition agreements with New Story, Allentown PA, to provide special education 

and related services for students 15152, 15202, 40005 at a rate of $160/day with related 
services at an hourly contracted rate of $125/hour of service.  Note this is a reduction of $15 
per day from the 2010-2011 school year.  The students have been successful in these placements. 

    Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
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F. Receive the following Reports for July: 
1. Budget Report   

2. Revenues Report   
3. Treasurer’s Report 

Fund 10 General Fund with a beginning balance of $14,165,186.21, receipts of 
$2,646,029.03, and disbursements of $1,779,523.88, leaving a balance of $15,031,691.36. 
Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $1,633,324.24, receipts of 
$437.57, disbursements of $69,567.75, leaving a balance of $1,564,1974.06. 
Fund 31 2009 General Obligations Note with a beginning balance of $808,213.02, receipts 

of $257.21, disbursements of $11,936.24, leaving a balance of $769,533.99. 
Fund 33 2008 General Obligations Bond with a beginning balance of $870,994.75, receipts 
of $408.46, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $871,403.21. 
Fund 50 Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $6,785.18, receipts of $1.31, 
disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $6,786.49. 

4. EIT Report   

5. Activity Fund Report   
6. Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object Report 

L. Frisbie commented on local real estate tax collection time issues and delays in Federal dollars.  She 
sees no concerns at this point.  The reports were approved as presented. 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
VII. Old Business 

Approval of PSBA Legislative Council Delegates 
As a Class 4 school district, we are able to send two delegates.  Darryl Schafer and Willard Dellicker 
volunteered to serve as the delegates.  A motion was made and seconded to approve them as delegates. 
   Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

VIII. New Business 

None 

 
IX. Communications 

A. President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—there were no comments 
 

B. Communications/Notes for the Board from Donald Link, Secretary—there were no 
communications 

 
C. Report from Superintendent Wright 

J. Holman reported a smooth start of school.  There were no issues from the Hurricane Irene storms, 
but some buildings lost power overnight.  A large oak tree was uprooted in front of the High School.  
The Maintenance Department has removed the tree.  The District volunteered the use of District 
buildings to the Red Cross for emergencies.  Our services were not needed.  Two new buses were 
delivered for the start of school.  The Transportation Department has made adjustments to bus routes 

for the construction that will be closing Route 309 for several months. 
 

D. Administrative/Building Sharing 
L. Seier reported on the two grants she applied for earlier this year.  She did receive the HUSSC mini 
grant bean grant.  The cafeteria will be serving bean items on “Try it Tuesday” at Northwestern and 
“Try it Thursday” at Weisenberg.  L. Seier publicly thanked Mrs. Rosemarie Lister, parent volunteer 
who helped her with the grant. 

 
Dr. Wright commented on the Lehigh County Commissioner’s meeting that she and President Snyder 
attended earlier this evening.  Lehigh County is supportive of the TIF projects.  They will be voting in 
the next month.  L. Frisbie commented on the completion of the audit.  The auditors were finished in 
three days.  The report will be filed with the State in October.  Building principals spoke about the first 
weeks of school. 

 
E. Board Member Sharing 

D. Schafer commented on an article in School Leader News.  He attended an Act 1 webinar.  M. Marich 
thanked everyone for the great start of school.  D. Link thanked everyone who helped or supported 
Night In the Country.  T. Hernandez also noted it was nice to hear the excitement.  It makes it 
worthwhile.  Board members commented on the smooth start of school with so many new personnel.  
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G. Snyder commented on the Lehigh County Commissioner’s meeting and their appreciation of the 
collaborative efforts of Northwestern Lehigh School District. 
 
President Snyder noted an Executive Session was held for legal issues prior to tonight’s Board meeting. 

 
F. Committee Meetings 

Policy, 9/12/11@7 AM, Conf. Rm—CANCELLED  
Finance, 9/14/11@6:00 PM, Board Rm 
Executive Session, 9/14/11 @6:30 PM, Conf. Rm. 
Personnel, 9/21/11@6 PM, Conf. Rm  
Buildings & Grounds, 11/2/11@4 PM, Board Rm 

Public Relations, 11/9/11@5 PM, Board Rm 
 
X. Adjournment 

Upon motion by T. Hernandez, the meeting was adjourned at 8:27PM. 
   Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  M. Marich Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
        

Donald J. Link, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 

 


