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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Board Room 

Wednesday, January 18, 2012, 7:30 PM 

 

MINUTES 

 
School Director Recognition Month 

 
I. Opening Procedures 

A. Call to Order—The meeting was called to order at 7:32 PM by Board President Darryl Schafer. 
 

B. Opening exercises—Opening exercised and roll call as listed below followed. 
 
C. Roll Call 

 Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Todd Hernandez  Pr Greg Sanders 

 Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Ronald Morrison   Pr LeRoy Sorensen 

Roll Call 

Pr/Ab 

 Pr Christopher Ford  Pr Joseph Reiter  Pr Darryl Schafer 

Also Present: M. Scholl, P. Mengel, A. Gilgoff, R. Lenhart, R. Nemeth, H. Kubat, E. Bartlett, D. Eichelberger, 
M. Sikora, D. Anderson, S. Haddad, R. Lister, P. Toll, C. McCullough, E. Kerschner (press), 
A. Yadush, M. Scott, J. Berlet, A. Wahl, L. Seier, L. Stitzel, L. Matika, L. Frisbie, J. Holman, 
M. Wright, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
D. Approval of Agenda—The agenda was approved as presented. 

    Moved:  C. Ford  Seconded:  R. Morrison Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

E. President will welcome guests  
 

F. Presentations: 
12th Grade Fitness Elective Personal Fitness Training Presentation 
Typically there are no seniors taking physical education/wellness classes during their senior year.  This 

class was developed from recommendations from the Curriculum Council to address the need.  It is the 
first year the course has been offered.  Cathy McCullough explained the structure of the class.  25 
teachers volunteered as “clients” and 25 students became their “personal trainers” while learning about 
exercise and healthy living.  A short video was shown of the workout sessions held with teachers on an 
in-service day.  Three students from the class (Emily Bartlett, Haylee Kubat, and Drew Eichelberger) 
demonstrated some warm up exercises and involved Board members and Administrators in the 
activities.  Participants were given a sheet to record resting heart rate, working heart rate, recovery 

rate, and calculate a target range.  Students talked about things they learned from this class.  Ms. 
McCullough commented on Differentiated Instruction, role reversals, and the awesome experiences for 
both teachers and students.  Board members commented on the life long learning and life lessons 
students gained from the class.  L. Sorensen commented on any student interest in a Physical Fitness 
Team. 
 

G. President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment—none  
 

H. Approval of Minutes, as attached, for December 7 and December 14, 2011 
The Minutes were approved as presented.  

    Moved:  G. Sanders  Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
  
II. Personnel Action, as listed 

A. RETIREMENTS/RESIGNATIONS: 
1. Recommendation to approve the resignation for retirement for Cherie Sperlbaum after more than 

14 years of service as a contracted teacher and 1 year of substitute service to the District.  Ms. 
Sperlbaum’s effective date is January 26, 2012; the last day of the first semester of the 2011-2012 
school year.  

 
2. Recommendation to approve the resignation of Jennifer Kauffman as a part-time office assistant in 

the Transportation Department, effective January 5, 2012.  Jennifer will remain a part-time bus 
driver for the District. 
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B. APPOINTMENTS/NEW EMPLOYEES: 
1. Appointment of Melinda Scholl to the position of part-time (40%) ESL Teacher, at BS  Step 1 

($16,213) prorated for the remainder of the 2011-2012 school year.  Melinda’s start date is 
pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork. 

 
2. Recommendation to approve Jessica Yenser to the position of long-term substitute, Grade 6 

Language Arts & Science position at the Middle School, effective January 19, 2012, at a prorated 
salary of $43,683 (MS 3).  Ms. Yenser previously was employed as an Instructional Assistant at the 
Middle School. 

 
3. Recommendation to add Kathleen Mack to the district substitute food services list, effective date 

pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork, at a rate of $9.46/hr. 
 

4. Recommendation to add the following as Class F substitute van drivers, effective January 13, 2012, 
at a rate of $15.69/hr.: 

a. Robert Bolton 
b. W. Bryan Westenhoefer 

 
5. Recommendation to add Jay Faillone as a Class D substitute bus driver, effective January 13, 2012, 

at a rate of $16.44/hr. 
 
6. Recommendation to add Justine Bartholomew as a Girls Basketball Assistant Coach Volunteer for 

the 2011-2012 season, effective date pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork. 
 

C. OTHER ACTIONS: 
1. Recommendation to add the following to the district substitute teacher list: 

a. Elizabeth Adams, effective March 3, 2012 
b. Melinda Scholl, effective date pending the receipt of all necessary paperwork 

L. Matika highlighted personnel agenda items.  W. Dellicker’s motion for approval noted best wishes to 
Cherie Sperlbaum and welcomed Melinda Scholl. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
III. Curriculum/Building Issues 

Presentation on High School scheduling process 
Aileen Yadush explained a change in the scheduling process.  There are no changes to the curriculum or to 
the Program of Studies.  Students will meet individually with counselors to assist in selecting appropriate 

courses for their achievement levels and career goals.  Course requests will be mailed to parents for input 
before students receive their final schedule next summer. 

 
IV. Policies 

None 
 

V. Facilities 

None 
 
VI District Finances 

A. Approval to accept audit report from Gorman & Associates, P.C. for fiscal year ending June 
30, 2011 
Dr. Wright requested formal Board approval to acknowledge receipt of the audit report.  R. Morrison 
commented on a recommendation in the report regarding athletic events receipts and if that 

recommendation will be implemented.  Dr. Wright acknowledged that the recommendation has already 
been implemented.   R. Morrison also asked about the cost for the audit.  Dr. Wright noted the District 
pays an annual fee for auditing.  L. Frisbie will provide the information. 

    Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

B. * Approval to refund 2011-2012 Weisenberg Township real estate tax for parcel # 24-
543679275099 1 (Richard W. Kuhns) in the amount of $238.30 due to assessment change 

 

C. * Approval to refund 2005-2006 through 2011-2012 Weisenberg Township real estate taxes 

for parcel # 24-544693971466 1 (Siegfried T & Patricia J. Mayr) in the amount of $512.49 
due to assessment change 

 

D. * Approval of exoneration of delinquent real estate taxes for parcel # 24-544600020642-9 
in the amount of $1,813.94 
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E. * Approval to appoint Leslie Frisbie as Neighborhood Improvement District Management 
Association (NIDMA) representative in accordance with the Tax Incremental Financing (TIF) 
process 

 

President Schafer requested items B, C, D, E, I, J be taken as one motion. 
 
F. Approval of Contract for Community Education Classes for Spring 2012  

 
 
 

  
  Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
G. Update on Food Services for 2010-2011 fiscal year 

Lori Seier, Supervisor of Food Service, noted the department is usually subsidized by the General Fund 
with hope to be self supporting.  She shared a presentation of the decrease in General Funding 
required over the past several years.  L. Seier commented on a pattern of lower numbers of meals 
purchased when lunch prices are increased.  Federal regulations set the price of school lunches for 
schools enrolled in the National School Lunch Program. C. Ford asked whether meal prices contribute 
to increases in the free and reduced lunch categories. L. Seier explained the requirements for families 
based on the gross household income.  Families must apply annually.  Board members asked questions 

on the top two menu choices (pizza, chicken nuggets) and the least liked choices (ravioli, grilled 
cheese). 

 
H. * Approval of request of James & Jeanine Thomas to waive the pre-resident tax equity fee of 

$3400 due to the involuntary mobilization of James Thomas as part of his military reservist 
responsibility 

Dr. Wright noted a letter received today from Rep. Gary Day regarding the request.  Board members 
commented on the request and discussed Policy 202 and possible changes, setting precedence, and 
noted that the family understood the requirement of paying a fee for the student to attend the District 
while their home was under construction knowing it would not be completed for several months after 
the start of the school year.  After lengthy discussion, a motion was made to approve the request.  
With a vote of two Ayes and seven Nays, the motion was denied.  

  Moved:  L. Sorensen  Seconded:  G. Sanders Vote:  2 Aye,  7 Nay 

 
I. * Approval of agreement with Academic Entertainment, Snohomish WA, for Nutrition 

presentation for Weisenberg Elementary on April 3, 2012, in the amount of $645.00 to be 
paid from Student Activities Account 

 

J. * Approval of License Agreement with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc. New York, NY for 
rentals and royalties relating to the High School Spring musical production of Barnum at a 
charge of $485 for the first performance and $230 for each additional performance (total 
$1,175).  Cost to be paid from General Fund 
Items B, C, D, E, I, J were discussed and vetted at the January 11, 2012 Finance Committee meeting 

and were approved as one item 
 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

K. Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 
1. Fund 10 General Fund Check #062705 to 062908 totaling $1,001,403.16 
2. Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund Check #000427 totaling $8,263.20 

3. Fund 31 Construction & Renovation Fund 2009 Note Check #000254 totaling $4,770.00 
4. Fund 33 2008A General Obligations Bond (GOB)—none  
5. Fund 50 Food Service Fund Check # 005762 to 005779 totaling $29,708.18 

Payments approved as presented. 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  G. Sanders Vote:  9 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

VII. Other Reports 
A. Foundation Report—J. Holman reminded everyone tickets are still available for the Flapjack Breakfast 

fundraiser on January 28.   
 

B. Enrollment Report—2316 students including 9 Digital Academy students, 13 Full-time LCTI students, 
25 out-of-District placements, 57 Cyber/Charter students, 35 homeschooled students, 179 non-public 
students 

Instructor Class  Contract 
Amount 

Dates 

Roni Kaas Strength & Endurance 3 $600.00 March 13- May 24, 2012 
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C. Committee Reports as follows: 

1. Intermediate Unit—The IU Board met Monday night.  D. Schafer shared information on eLearn 21 
which is an option for districts who do not have a digital academy. 

2. Legislation—Legislators are in session for two days this week and then back next week.  Budget 
hearings are scheduled for February 7 and will be live streamed on www.PCN.com. 

3. Recreation Commission—no report 
4. Lehigh Career & Technical Institute—A new Director was chosen.  Sandra Himes will take over 

the position of Executive Director in February.  W. Dellicker was elected Vice Chairperson of the 
Joint Operating Committee. 

 

VIII. Old Business 

A. Approval of waiver of policy age requirement for foreign exchange student  
J. Holman reviewed the request from The International Study of Exchange regarding a student to be 
placed with a host family in the District.  The student has not yet been interviewed to determine 
appropriate course placement.  A. Yadush has had contact with the host family and the organization 
requesting the placement.  Board members discussed concerns regarding age and English proficiency.  

L. Sorensen noted he had a positive experience working with an exchange student several years ago.  
After lengthy discussion on Policy and benefits of having exchange students here, a motion was made 
and seconded for approval of the waiver.  With one Aye and eight Nay votes, the motion was denied. 

 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  L. Sorensen Vote:  1 Aye,  8 Nay 

 

IX. New Business 

None  
 

X. Communications 

A. President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment 
Dawn Anderson, Conway Street, Weisenberg Township, commended Mrs. Yadush and the High School 
staff.  She noted last night’s meeting was very helpful and informative. 

 
B. Communications/Notes for the Board from Camille Bartlett, Secretary—none  

 
C. Report from Superintendent Wright 

Dr. Wright read the list of twelve NWLSD students who were Student of the Month at LCTI. 
 

D. Administrative/Building Sharing 
Principals shared current events 

 
E. Board Member Sharing 

W. Dellicker commented on the work of the Policy Committee.  This is one of the most important 
responsibilities of the Board. 
 

L. Sorensen thanked the public for coming, asking questions, and being involved.  He noted it helps to 
keep the Board on it toes.  He also commented on the process of adding new policy or making a 
change to policy.  Dr. Wright reviewed the reasons for new policies and the process for approval of 
revisions made to current policies. 
 

F. Committee Meetings 
 Personnel, 1/18/12@6 PM, Conf. Rm.  

 Buildings & Grounds, 2/1/12@4 PM, Board Rm. 
 Policy, 2/6/12 @ 4:00PM, Conf. Rm. 
  

XI. Adjournment 

Upon motion by G. Sanders, seconded by C. Bartlett, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53PM. 
 

* Discussed in Committee Meeting 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
        

Camille S. Bartlett, Secretary 

By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary   


