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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Board Room 

Wednesday, August 17, 2011, 7:30 PM 

MINUTES 

 
I. Opening Procedures 

A. Call to Order The meeting was called to order at 7:30PM by Vice President Schoffstall. 
 

B. Opening Exercises Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 

 
C. Roll Call 

 Pr Camille Bartlett  Pr Todd Hernandez  Pr Darryl Schafer 

 Pr Willard Dellicker  Pr Donald Link  Pr Sally Schoffstall 

Roll Call 
Pr/Ab 

 Pr Christopher Ford  Pr Michael Marich  Ab  Gregory Snyder 

Also Present: L. & R. Lenhart, S. Fulton (press), D. Graves (press), J. Brockman, J. Kingley, J. Lushis,  
L. Sorenson, R. Morrison, P. Toll, D. Anderson, A. Yadush, D. Allen, K. Fisher,  J. Berlet,  
M. Dobbs, B. Kripplebauer, J. Zimmerman, L. Hoppes, L. Stitzel, L. Seier, L. Schellhamer,  
L. Matika, L. Frisbie, J. Holman, M. Wright, D. Sbrocchi, Esq., N. Zellner 

 
D. Approval of Agenda Dr. Wright noted additions to the agenda.  The agenda was approved as 

presented. 
    Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

E. President will welcome guests and provide for comments 

Phil Toll, Weisenberg Township, commented on the resolution regarding the West Hills Business Center 
and whether a termination clause was included.  He asked when the first payment would be due and 
when the agreement would start. 
 
Special Presentation for Jason Zimmerman—Dr. Wright read a letter of commendation that was 
presented to Jason Zimmerman for his efforts in assisting in the transition period until the Director of 
Operations position was filled.  Significant improvement in the appearance of District grounds was 

noted.  The Buildings & Grounds Committee recognized and thanked Mr. Zimmerman for taking the 
initiative. 
 

F. Approval of Minutes, as attached, for July 20, 2011—The minutes were approved as presented.  
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  M. Marich Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
  
II. Personnel Action, as listed 

A.  RETIREMENTS/RESIGNATIONS: 
1. Recommendation to accept the voluntary resignation of Kimberly Antolick, as a Class F substitute 

van driver, effective August 9, 2011. 
2. Recommendation to remove Rosemarie Mordaunt from the District Substitute Teacher list, effective 

August 15, 2011, per her request. 
 

B.  APPOINTMENTS/NEW EMPLOYEES: 
1. Appointment of Erica Gross, Germansville, PA, to the position of short-term substitute, Guidance 

Counselor position at the High School, effective date pending the receipt of all necessary 
paperwork at a rate of $120/day.  

2. Appointment of Marci Piescienski, Germansville, PA, to the position of part-time 3 hour 
Instructional Assistant at the Middle School, effective August 29, 2011, at a rate of $12.92/hr.   

3. Recommendation to add the following to the Food Service Substitute list, pending receipt of all 

necessary paperwork, at a rate of $9.46 per hour: 
a. Cecelia Beyer, New Tripoli, PA 
b. Joan Chin, Macungie, PA 
c. Alice Christman, Slatington, PA 
d. Carla Fitzgerald, Germansville, PA 
e. Jessica Knirnschild, Germansville, PA 
f. Rosemary Kostenbader, New Tripoli, PA 

g. Phyllis Schwartz, Macungie, PA 
h. Sandra Smith, Orefield, PA 
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C.  OTHER ACTIONS: 

1. Recommendation to change classification for Stephen Vlossak Jr., from Class D substitute bus driver 
to Class C part-time bus driver, effective August 10, 2011.  The Class C rate of pay is $17.72/hr. 

2. Recommendation to add classification for Patricia McGonigle, as a Class D substitute bus driver, 
effective January 12, 2011, in addition to Class E part-time van driver. The Class D rate of pay for 
the 2010-2011 school year was $15.97/hr.   

3. Recommendation to add classification for William McDonald, as a Class D substitute bus driver, 
effective January 5, 2011, in addition to Class E part-time van driver. The Class D rate of pay for 
the 2010-2011 school year was $15.97/hr.   

4. Recommendation to add the following as Seasonal Office Assistants for the Transportation 

Department, at $12.59/hr. until September 6, 2011: 
a. Kim Borgman, effective August 2, 2011 
b. Kim Scheidt, effective August 16, 2011 

5. Recommendation to add the following as seasonal employees for the Transportation Department, at 
$8/hr. for up to 10 hours beginning August 22, 2011: 

a. Donald Billig 

b. Richard Bond 
c. Rendell Hendricks 

6. Request for approval of unpaid days for Linda Zajko, Part-Time Secretary, for August 17, 18, 19, 2011. 
7. Approval of intermittent Family Medical Leave for Susan George, Transportation Department, 

beginning September 6, 2011. 
8. Approval of the following horizontal movements on the respective salary levels effective August 29, 

2011, and as outlined in the teachers’ negotiated contract for the following: 

NAME FROM TO 

Amy Giuffrida Masters Masters +12 Step12 

Manal Haddad Bachelor Masters Step 4 

Christopher Klein Masters Masters +12 Step 11 

Rebecca Metzger Bachelor Bachelor +24 Step 6 

Pamela Peters Masters Masters +12 Step 11 

Jeremy Smoyer Bachelor Bachelor +24 Step 7 

Kevin Sunday Masters Masters +12 Step 10 

Shay Wagner Bachelor +24 Masters Step 7 

 
9. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular positions pending receipt of all necessary 

paperwork: 

Extracurricular Position  Name Stipend 

Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach (JV and VA) Robert Wootsick $2,605.95 

Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach (JV and VA) Matthew Recker $3,500.00 

Assistant Boys’ Basketball Coach (Jr. High) Dean Schwartz $3,500.00 

Assistant Football Coach (50%) MS Justin Arifaj $2,271.90 

Assistant Girls’ Soccer Coach (JV and VA) Jordan Smith Volunteer 

Assistant Field Hockey Coach (MS & VA) Steph Mannino $1,809.55 

Assistant Field Hockey Coach (MS & VA) Ashley Wukitsch Volunteer 

MS Student Council Co-Advisor Merrie Hrinkovich $1,186.97 

MS Student Council Co-Advisor Jodi Chandler $1,186.97 

 

L. Matika noted 95% of the hiring for the start of the school year is complete. Jayme Baker, the new high 
school math teacher was introduced. 

   Moved:  D. Schafer  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 
III. Curriculum/Building Issues 

A. Second reading and final approval of the following curriculum documents: 

•••• Individual visual arts curriculum for grades K-8, Drawing/Painting (2 levels), Ceramics 

& Crafts (2 levels), 2-D Design (2 levels), 3-D Design (2 levels)  

•••• Grades 6-8 Technology Education, Computer Literacy, and Family Consumer Sciences  

•••• Accounting (2 levels), Advanced Computer Applications, Applications of Technology, 

Business Law, Early Childhood Education, Food Preparation, 21st Century Reality Check, 
Junior Seminar, Relationships, Technology Education, Tiger TV Production (2 levels), 

Web Page Design, and Communications  
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•••• AP Physics, AP Biology, and AP Chemistry  

•••• Algebra I and Algebra II 

L. Stitzel noted the new curriculum has been updated appropriately with the names of the new 
administrators.  She stated these are living documents that will be adjusted and updated as necessary.  
The documents are available on the District website. 
   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

IV. Policies 

None 
 

V. Facilities 

None 
 

VI. Transportation 

A. Approval of District bus stops for the 2011-2012 school year 
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
B. Approval of parent contract to provide student transportation for the 2011-2012 school year 

for student #50550  
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  M. Marich Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
VII. District Finances 

A. Approval to refund 2011-2012 Lynn Township real estate tax for parcel # 14-542982601435 1 
(Miller Road Farms LLC) in the amount of $114.19 due to split of lot 

     Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
B. Approval of contracts for Community Education Classes for Fall 2011 

Instructor Class  Contract 
Amount 

Dates 

Deb Zvanut Basketweaving 1 
Basketweaving 2 
Basketweaving 3 
Basketweaving 4 

$135.00 
$157.50 
$240.00 
$240.00 

September 27, 2011 
October 18, 2011 
Nov. 1 – Nov. 8, 2011 
Nov. 29 – Dec. 6, 2011 

Heather Browning Zumba Session 1- Fall $360.00 Oct. 6- Dec. 13, 2011 
 

Marci Piescienski Strength and Endurance- Session 1 
Session 2 

$540.00 
$240.00 

Sept 27 – Nov 17, 2011 
Nov. 29- Dec. 15, 2011 

Sharon Schnyder Yoga -Session 1 $360.00 Sept. 26-Dec. 12, 2011 

 
    Moved:  D. Schafer  Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
C. Approval of gate ticket prices and season ticket prices for admission to events for the 2011-

2012 school year as listed 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Ticket prices remain the same as last year. 
    Moved:  D. Link  Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 

Gate Ticket Price 
 

 Adult Student/Sr Citizen of 2011-2012  

Varsity Football  $5 $3 5 

MS/JV Football (doubleheader) $3 $2 5 

JV/V Night Soccer (Doubleheader) $5 $3 4 

JV/Varsity Basketball (6PM & 7:30PM) $5 $3 20 

Jr. High/ V Wrestling $5 $3 7 

High School Theater $8 $5 2 

Middle School Theater $5 $3 1 

Season Ticket Price 

 Adult Savings Student/Sr. Citizen Savings 

Football  $25 $15 $15 $10 

Basketball $35 $65 $20 $40 

Wrestling $20 $15 $15 $7 
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D. Approval of Service Agreement with K12, Inc. for the purchase of on-line educational 
services and curriculum on a per course fee basis for the period of July 1, 2011 through June 
30, 2012 
Curriculum and services will be used for the Digital Academy. The District pays for only the classes 

taken by Digital Academy students. 
    Moved:  T. Hernandez  Seconded:  C. Bartlett Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
E. Approval of resolution for Northwestern Lehigh School District participation in a tax 

increment district for the West Hills Business Center 
Jason Brockman of PFM (Public Financial Management) reviewed the background of the TIF (tax 

increment financing) project requested for the development of the business center in Weisenberg 
Township.  The TIF would be used to support improvements to public infrastructures that must be 
addressed before the business center can move forward.  Improvements are required to the 
functionally obsolete interchange (Exit 45) at I78 and Rt 863 and for the replacement of the waste 
water treatment plant.  Mr. Brockman explained there is no financial risk to the District.  The District 
would pledge 50% of the tax increments (increase in tax revenue due to increase in property value) for 

twenty years.  The time period begins when the bond is issued.  The District receives 100% of the tax 
after the twenty year period.   
 
The District currently received approximately $26,000 in revenue from the property.  Based on 
estimates from the Lehigh County Assessment Office, the value of the property would probably 
increase 100 times.  In addition, the District would receive approximately $50,000 in roll back taxes as 
the land is preserved farmland.  D. Schafer noted Lehigh County and Weisenberg Township must also 

approve the TIF resolution.  A public meeting is scheduled at Weisenberg Township in October.  W. 
Dellicker shared some of the benefits to the community and the District if the business center is 
developed. 

    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
F. Approval of contract with Graham Security Police Incorporated for security services during 

the 2011-2012 school year at a rate of $18.50 per hour 
    Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  T. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
G. Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 

1. Fund 10 General Fund check #061533,  061538 and 061541 to 061739 totaling $132,342.51 for 

10-11 and check #061532, 061534 to 061540, 061547 to 061697 and 061740 totaling 
$707,860.15 for 11-12 

2. Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund check #000421 to 000423 totaling $51,233.33 
3. Fund 31 Construction & Renovation Fund 2009 Note  check # 000235 to 000238 totaling 

$65,106.27 
4. Fund 33 2008A General Obligations Bond (GOB)—none  
5. Fund 50 Food Service Fund check #005662 to 005665 totaling $1,877.30 

   Moved:  W. Dellicker  Seconded:  t. Hernandez Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
 

VIII. Other Reports 
A. Foundation Report—J. Holman announced the golf tournament was a great success and commended 

Justin Smith, organizer, for his hard work.  The next fundraiser will be held October 23, 2011 at Lehigh 
Valley Sporting Clays. 

 

B. Enrollment Report—2297 students, 4 Digital Academy students, 28 homeschooled students as of 
August 15, 2011. 

 
C. Committee Reports as follows: 

1. Intermediate Unit—D. Schafer noted the hiring process is being completed for two key members 
of the Administration. 

2. Legislation—S. Schoffstall noted the voucher issue is still in the forefront. 
3. Recreation Commission—D. Link noted Night in the Country volunteers are beginning set up for 

Saturday’s events.  (4-10, fireworks begin at 10PM) 
4. Lehigh Career & Technical Institute—W. Dellicker reported there was no July meeting and 

commented on possible cuts to Perkins Grants. 
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IX. Old Business 

PSBA Legislative Policy Council delegate—D. Schafer will attend.  W. Dellicker also agreed to attend.  
Dr. Wright will check to see if we can have two voting delegates.  The appointment of delegate will be held 
until the next meeting. 

 
X. New Business 

Dr. Wright recommended canceling the October 19th meeting since she, J. Holman, and several Board 
members will be attending the PSBA School Leadership Conference on that day.  This Board meeting is 
usually held at LCTI.  Dr. Wright offered to see if another night would be available to hold a monthly 
meeting and tour LCTI.  A motion was made by C. Bartlett to cancel the October 19, 2011 Board meeting.   
    Moved:  C. Bartlett  Seconded:  D. Link Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

 
XI. Communications 

A. President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment 
Leroy Sorensen, Weisenberg Township, offered a different perspective on land values and development 
values. 

 
B. Communications/Notes for the Board from Donald Link, Secretary 

D. Link commented on a survey on educational issues that was mailed to Board members. 
 

C. Report from Superintendent Wright 
Dr. Wright commented on the Reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) 
and the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) requiring 100% proficiency in 2014.  She noted the large 

turnout for Fall sports and activities.  District staff members return on August 29.  She thanked the 
Board for their support of the TIF.  Dr. Wright announced Luann Matika received certification as a 
Senior Professional in Human Resources.  She noted Ken Fisher attending his last Board meeting. 

 
D. Administrative/Building Sharing 

Building Principals gave updates on current activities.  K. Fisher wished to publicly acknowledge the 
work Jason Zimmerman did this year.  He stated it was an honor to serve the students and the 

community for more than 35 years.  Bob Kripplebauer also acknowledged Jason Zimmerman for his 
assistance in the transition. 

 
E. Board Member Sharing 

Board members welcomed new staff members and offered best wishes to Ken Fisher. 
 

F. Committee Meetings 
 Personnel, 8/17/11 @6 PM, Conf. Rm  
 Finance, 9/14/11@6:00 PM, Conf. Rm 

 Policy, 9/12/11@7 AM, Conf Rm 
 Buildings & Grounds, 11/2/11@4 PM, Conf. Rm 

 
XII. Adjournment 

Upon motion by D. Link, seconded by T. Hernandez, the meeting was adjourned at 9:03PM. 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
        

Donald J. Link, Secretary 
By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 

 
 


