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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rte. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 

District Board Room 

Wednesday, September 19, 2013, 7:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

1.  Opening 
Procedures 

  

 1.01 Call to Order  

  The September 19, 2013 meeting of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of 
Directors was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Darryl Schafer. 

 
 1.02 Opening Exercises 

  Opening exercises and roll call as listed below followed. 

 
 1.03 Roll Call 

 
 

 

 PR/AB 

AB Camille Bartlett AB** Todd Hernandez PR Greg Sanders 

PR Willard Dellicker PR Ronald Morrison  PR LeRoy Sorensen 

PR Christopher Ford PR Joseph Reiter PR Darryl Schafer 
 

** ARRIVED LATE 

  Also Present:  
 

Gael Coffin, K. Wehr (press), Michele Schock, Janelle Keglovitz, Janet Keglovitz, 
Debra Croshaw, Dawn Anderson, Anna Gilgoff, Phil Toll, Ron & Lorinda MaCaulay, 

Michele Schock, Elsa Kerschner (press), Barry Betz, Aileen Yadush, Don Allen, 
Laurie, Hoppes, Amy Wahl, Jill Berlet, Gloria, Bowman, Jason Zimmerman, Craig Beltz, 

Lori Seier, LeAnn Stitzel, Luann Matika, Leslie Frisbie, Jennifer Holman,  

Mary Anne Wright, Dominic Sbrocchi, Esq., Nancy Zellner 
 

 1.04 Approval of Agenda 

  The agenda was approved as presented.  
  Moved:  G. Sanders Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

   
 1.05 President will welcome guests 

   
 1.06 President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment  

  Gael Coffin, Lynn Township, spoke about her concerns regarding government mandates 

for curriculum requirements and data collection. 
 

 1.07 Approval of Minutes, as attached, for August 14 and August 21, 2013 
The Minutes were approved as presented. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  7 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

 1.08 Student Recognition/Presentations  

  High School student, Ryan Cerrone, reported on Back-to-School Night, the H S Club 
Fair, PSAT assembly, NWE Positive Behavior assembly, “See You at the Pole”, High 

School electronic transcripts, Homecoming events, and High School athletic teams. 
 

 1.09 Board President’s Report 
  D. Schafer reported on a character education initiative started by the new guidance 

counselor at NWE. 

 
 

**Todd Hernandez 
entered the meeting 

at 7:24 PM. 

1.10 Superintendent’s Report 

M. Wright noted a letter was received from PDE acknowledging that NWLSD has met all 
requirements of IDEA.  She commented on the upcoming Senior Citizen Information Fair 

at Schnecksville Fire Company and spoke about the Educator Effectiveness Program for 
teacher evaluation, School Performance Profile and required reporting to the Office of 

Civil Rights. 
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2.  Personnel    
 2.01 Approval of personnel items as listed: 

A.  Retirements/Resignations: 

1. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Marci Piescienski, part-time 

Instructional Assistant, effective September 10, 2013. 
 

2. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Tara Jones, temporary part-
time one-on-one Instructional Assistant, effective August 15, 2013. 

 

3. Recommendation to remove Jill Kostishion as a District substitute teacher, 

effective August 27, 2013, as per her request. 

 
4. Recommendation to remove Betsy Jacobson-Holtz as a District substitute 

“guest” teacher, effective August 28, 2013. 
 

5. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Debra D’Imperio, temporary 

part-time one-on-one Instructional Assistant, effective August 21, 2013.   
 

6. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Michael Sipos as a Class F, 
substitute Van Driver, effective August 29, 2013. 

 
7. Recommendation to remove Susan Wotring as a food service substitute, 

effective August 30, 2013. 

 
8. Recommendation to remove Heather Kilmer as a substitute teacher, effective 

September 30, 2013, as per her request. 
 

9. Recommendation to remove Trevor Miller as a substitute teacher, effective 
September 10, 2013, as per his request. 

 

10. Recommendation to remove Michael Roth as a substitute teacher, effective 
September 13, 2013, as per his request. 

 
11. Recommendation to remove Sylvia Koenig as a substitute secretary, effective 

September 6, 2013, as per her request.   
 

12. Recommendation to accept the resignation of David Evans as Assistant 

Football Coach (MS), effective September 4, 2013. 
 

13. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Trevor German as Assistant 
Boys Basketball Coach, effective September 6, 2013.   

 
14. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Douglas Bachert as a Class F, 

substitute Van Driver, effective September 13, 2013.   

 
15. Recommendation to accept the resignation of Normon Walker as a Class D, 

part-time Bus Driver, effective September 13, 2013. 
 

  B.  Appointments/New Employees 
1. Recommendation to approve Janelle Keglovitz as Class B Secretary, Athletics 

& Activities and High School Attendance Offices, effective date pending the 

receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at a prorated salary of 
$32,902.   

 
2. Recommendation to approve Debra Croshaw as a temporary, part-time one-

on-one Instructional Assistant, effective September 3, 2013, at a rate of 

$13.57/hr.   

 

3. Recommendation to approve Paula Deppen as a temporary, part-time one-
on-one Instructional Assistant, effective September 9, 2013, at a rate of 

$13.57/hr.   
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4. Recommendation to approve Kelly Wehr as a temporary, part-time one-on-

one Instructional Assistant, effective September 9, 2013, at a rate of 
$13.57/hr.   

 

5. Recommendation to approve Michele Schock as a temporary, part-time one-

on-one Instructional Assistant, effective August 27, 2013, at a rate of 
$13.57/hr.   

 
6. Recommendation to approve Laura Youse as a part-time Instructional 

Assistant, effective date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary 

paperwork, at a rate of $13.57/hr.   

 

7. Recommendation to add Marilyn Jonassaint as a Class F, substitute Van 
Driver, effective August 19, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.  

 
8. Recommendation to add Tracy Garcia as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective September 10, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.   

 
9. Recommendation to add Mandy Conti as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective September 12, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.   
 

10. Recommendation to add Jennifer Covert as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 
effective September 13, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.  Jennifer is also a food 

service substitute for the District. 

 
  C.  Other Actions 

1. Recommendation to change classification for Ethel Hollenbach from a C3 
Custodian to a C4 day shift Custodian assigned to Weisenberg Elementary 

School, effective September 16, 2013, at a rate of $19.02/hr.   
 

2. Recommendation to add the following as Tiger Concessions Staff for the 

2013-2014 school year, at an hourly rate of $8.50/hr.: 

• Christine Heintzelman 

• Andrea Koch 

• Susanne Ruhe 

 
3. Recommendation to change classification for Marie Muth from a Class D, 

substitute Bus Driver to a Class C, part-time Bus Driver, effective August 28, 
2013, at a rate of $18.76/hr.   

 
4. Recommendation to add classification for Kerry Solt as a Class D, substitute 

Bus Driver, effective June 26, 2013, at a rate of $17.56/hr.   

 

5. Recommendation to change classification for Jennifer Covert to a Class E, 

part-time Van Driver, effective September 23, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.   
 

6. Recommendation to change classification for Tracy Garcia to a Class E, part-
time Van Driver, effective September 23, 2013, at a rate of $16.08/hr.   

 

7. Request for approval of unpaid days for Lauren Yeakel, temporary, one-on-

one Instructional Assistant, for September 30- October 4, 2013. 

 
8. Request for approval of unpaid days for Hardy Stanley, part-time Van Driver, 

for September 17-24, 2013.   
 

9. Request for approval of unpaid days for Amy Romig, part-time Instructional 
Assistant, for September 18-20, 2013.  

 

10. Request for approval of unpaid days for Jessica Ellex, temporary, one-on-one 
Instructional Assistant, for November 11, 18-22, 2013.   
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11. Approval of the following horizontal movements on the respective salary 

levels for the 2013-2014 school year, and as outlined in the teachers’ 
negotiated contract for the following: 
 

NAME FROM 
2013-2014 school year 

TO 
2013-2014 school year 

Jessica Becker Bachelor Step 9 Bachelor +24 Step 9 

Kelly DeAntonis Bachelor Step 5 Masters Step 5 

Krista Keys Bachelor Step 5 Bachelor +24 Step 5 

Christopher Klein Masters+12 Step 13 Masters +24 Step 13 

 
12. Approval of Childrearing Leave for Carissa Snyder beginning September 17, 

2013 (PM) with a return to work date of the first day of the second semester 
of the 2013-2014 school year. 

 

13. Approval of Disability Leave followed by Family Medical Leave and 
Childrearing Leave for Stacie Schafer start date to be determined with a 

return to work date of the first day of the second semester of the 2013-2014 
school year. 

 
14. Recommendation to approve the following extracurricular positions pending 

the receipt of all necessary paperwork: 
 

Extracurricular Position  Name Stipend 

ERACE Co-Advisor 
SADD Co- Advisor 

Angela Traub  $466.68 

ERACE Co-Advisor Jessica Dynda $116.67 

SADD Co-Advisor Kristin DiGiacomo    $116.67 

Assistant Football Coach (MS) Mike MacLaughlin $2,271.90  

Assistant Football Coach (MS) Charles Groller $3,608.46 

Class of 2016 Advisor Steph Dunbar $964.27 

Class of 2016 Advisor Jessica Dynda $964.27 

Class of 2017 Advisor Steph Dunbar $434.10 

Class of 2017 Advisor Erica Gross $434.10 

 

New staff members, Janelle Keglovitz, Debra Croshaw, and Michele Schock were 
introduced.  L. Matika commented on the vacant positions to be filled. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

3.  Curriculum/ 
Building Issues 

  

 3.01 Update on Pennsylvania Department of Education Initiatives 

  L. Stitzel gave a brief overview of the main points of Pennsylvania’s No Child Left Behind 
Waiver request that was approved by U.S. Department of Education.  The waiver is 

designed to improve Pennsylvania education in three areas: making sure all our 

students are ready for careers or college; developing recognition and accountability 

standards by the state for all public schools; improving and supporting effective 
teachers and principals in all our classrooms.  The waiver abolishes the adequate yearly 

progress designation for each school building and school district.  The School 

Performance Profile will be used instead to measure the academic progress of all public 
schools.  L. Stitzel commented on the School Performance Profile and how scores are 

calculated. 

 

L. Stitzel gave an update on the Pennsylvania Core Standards and noted there is no 
statewide curriculum requirement.  She talked about the Keystones and project based 

assessment for students who do not meet requirements.  This will affect the current 9th 

grade class (Class of 2017).  L. Stitzel also gave a brief overview of the Teacher 
Effectiveness program. 
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4.  Policies   

 4.01 None 
The September Policy Committee Meeting was cancelled. 

 

 

  

5.  Operations   
 5.01 * Approval of Schedule A, Addendum to Agreement with Brandywine 

Transportation Inc., Mertztown, PA 
An additional van run is needed to transport to a school in Emmaus. The addendum will 

cover any future needs.  The Board discussed the shortage of drivers and will continue 

the discussion at an Operations Committee meeting. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   
 5.02 Update on Donation of Lights 

  J. Zimmerman shared information on the estimated cost for installation of lights and 
poles that Olde Homestead Golf Club would like to donate to the District.  The 

approximate cost is $100,000 for installation and $100 electricity cost per event.  

Discussion followed on accepting the donation, and installation or storage for installation 
at a later time.  W. Dellicker noted he was not in favor, but expressed appreciation to 

Olde Homestead for the generosity of the donation.  He felt it was not responsible to 
taxpayers to accept the lights and take on the costs of installation.  D. Schafer and G 

Sanders agreed.  A decision was made not to pursue the donation. 
 

6.  District Finances   

 6.01 * Approval of District sponsorship of Northwestern Elementary PIE Family 
Roller Skating Night at Independence Family Fun Center, Schnecksville, PA, to 

be held November 1, 2013, from 6 to 8PM for grades K-5 and families and 
Weisenberg Elementary Family Roller Skating Night at Skateaway to be held on 

Monday, November 4, 2013 from 6-8:30PM, consistent with Policy 914 Support 
Organizations 

   

President Schafer requested items 6.01 through 6.07 be taken as one item as all were 
thoroughly discussed at the September Finance Committee meeting.  A motion was 

made by W. Dellicker to approve these items as one motion, seconded by C. Ford. 
 

   

 6.02 * Approval of Community Education Contracts for Fall 2013 
Instructor Class  Contract 

Amount 
Dates 

Deb Zvanut 
 

Basketweaving – Session 1 
Basketweaving – Session 2 
Basketweaving – Session 3 
Basketweaving – Session 4 

$210.00 
$150.00 
$240.00 
$120.00 

10/1 and 10/15 (Tues) 
10/29 (Tues) 
11/19 and 11/26 (Tues) 
12/3 (Tuesy) 

Sharon Schnyder Yoga -Session 1 $300.00 10/7/13- 12/9/13 (Mon) 

Heather Browning Zumba – Session 1 $360.00 10/1/13- 12/10/13 (Tues)  
   

 6.03 * Approval of agreement with Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 to serve as 
conduit for Overdrive School Download Library 

   
 6.04 * Approval of Agreement with K12 Vertual Schools LLC, Herndon, VA, for 

Online Educational Products and Services 

   
 6.05 * Approval of attached Settlement Agreement and Release 

   
 6.06 * Approval to Participate in the Keystone Purchasing Network Fuel Bid 

   
 6.07 * Approval of Letter of Agreement with Carbon Lehigh Intermediate Unit #21 

for Title I Services 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

 6.08 Approval of the following contracts/agreements: 

• D.J. "Hi-Tech", Pottsville, PA, for the Homecoming Dance in the amount of $350.00 

to be paid from student activity account. 
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• Holiday Inn Conference Center, Breinigsville, PA, for the Class of 2014 Prom, May 

25, 2014 in the amount of $5,000 minimum to be paid from the student activity 
account. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

 6.09 Approval of Proposal from Pearson, Lebanon, IN, to provide professional 
development services for elementary mathematics in the amount of $3,500.00 

Professional development will be paid from Title II Funding. 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

 6.10 Approval of parent contract to provide student transportation for the 2013-
2014 school year for student #50944 and #50945. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   

 6.11 Receive the following Reports for January 2013: 

  •••• Budget Report 

  •••• Revenues Report  

  •••• Treasurer’s Report 
  Fund 10 General Fund with a beginning balance of $18,855,054.83, receipts of 

$3,031,158.38, and disbursements of $1,978,437.47, leaving a balance of 
$19,907,775.74. 

Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $1,381,837.06, 

receipts of $27,553.42, disbursements of $152,392.50, leaving a balance of 

$1,256,997.98. 

Fund 31 2009 General Obligations Note with a beginning balance of 
$468,942.90, receipts of $10,996.82, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of 

$479,939.72. 
Fund 33 2008 General Obligations Bond with a beginning balance of 

$755,270.36, receipts of $8,396.28, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of 

$763,666.64. 

Fund 50 Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $7,399.97, receipts of 

$1,499.82, disbursements of $2,986.10, leaving a balance of $5,913.69. 
  •••• EIT Report 

  •••• Activity Fund Report 
  •••• Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object 

Report 
  The Reports were accepted as presented. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   
 6.12 Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 

 Fund 10 General Fund check #066954 through 067186 plus electronic transfers and 

payments totaling $2,880,603.40 

 Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund—none  
 Fund 31 Construction & Renovation Fund 2009 Note—none  

 Fund 33 2008A General Obligations Bond (GOB)—none   

 Fund 50 Food Service Fund check #006081 through 006099 totaling $34,644.77 
 Fund 51 Tiger Concessions check #001304 through 001311 totaling $2,067.37 

  The Bills were approved for payments as presented. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  C. Ford Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 

   
7.  Other Reports    

 7.01 Enrollment Report 

  As of September 1, there are 2270 students enrolled in the District including 4 Digital 

Academy students, 105 half-day LCTI students and 8 full-time LCTI students.  There are 

19 out-of district placements, 59 Charter/Cyber students, 36 homeschooled students 
and 171 non-public students. 

 
Several Board members expressed interest in having more information on 

Charter/Cyber enrollments.  A report will be provided.  A question was raised regarding 

the cost effectiveness of our Digital Academy.  L. Stitzel noted the cost is much less 

than Charter/Cyber costs. 
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 7.02 Foundation Report 

J. Holman reminded Board members of the upcoming sporting clay shoot fundraiser. 
   

 7.03 Committee Reports 

 Intermediate Unit—D. Schafer shared a video of CLIU 21 kick off.   

 Legislation—Pennsylvania residents will meet at the Capital Rotunda on Friday 
regarding Property Tax Reform.  Advocates for Equitable School Funding will rally on 

Monday, September 23.  The Spring Legal Roundup is scheduled for March 20, 2014 
at the CLIU #21.  A School Board Academy for new Board members will be held 

January 9th & 10th  

 Recreation Commission—Fall sports are well underway.  The park is in good order. 

 Lehigh Career & Technical Institute—Enrollment (2688) is up from last year. 

   
8.  Old Business   

 8.01 PSBA Candidates 
Board Casts Votes for Election of PSBA Officers 

 

Roll Call votes taken for the position as follows: 

• President-Elect 

- William S. LaCoff   (2) 
- Mark B. Miller (6) 

• Vice President 

- Larry B. Breech (6) 

- Charles H. Ballard (2) 

• Treasurer 

- Norman G. Hasbrouck  (6) 

- Otto W. Voit III  (2) 

• At-Large Representative (East) 

- Maura Buri (0) 
- Robert M. Schwartz (8) 

Votes will be cast on behalf of the District to PSBA online. 

   
9.  New Business   

  None 
   

10. Communications   

 10.01 President will offer courtesy of the floor for public comment 

 There were no comments. 

 
 10.02 Communications/Notes for the Board from Camille Bartlett, Secretary 

 LCCC Aspire Magazine was distributed to Board members. 
 

 10.03 Administrative/Building Sharing 

 The Superintendent has visited 23 classrooms since the first day of school.  J. Holman 

reported on RTK (Right To Know) requests.  2011—50, 2012—15, 2013—12 to date.  

She also reported on the website, Facebook, and Twitter use and noted the District will 
be switching from Livestream to USTREAM for broadcasting Board and Committee 

meetings.  Broadcasts are archived and available on the website for public viewing.  
Principals reported on current events and Open House nights.  C. Boltz reported on 

facilities and athletic fields.  J. Zimmerman gave updates on athletic team standings. 
 

 10.04 Board Member Sharing 

 Board members commented on Open House attendance, the successful volleyball 
program, and LCCC President Donald Snyder’s retirement. 

 



 

240 

9/18/13 Board Minutes 

 
 10.05 Committee Meetings 
  Committee Meetings held in September: 

Operations, 9/4/13 @5 PM, Board Rm. 
Finance, 9/4/13 @6 PM, Board Rm. 

    Legal / Personnel, 9/4/13 @7 PM, Conf. Rm. 
Policy, 9/9/13--CANCELLED 

    Personnel, 9/18/13 immediately following Board Meeting  

Upcoming Committee Meetings: 

Operations, 10/2/13 @ 5 PM, Board Rm. 
Finance, 10/2/13 @ 6PM, Board Rm 
Personnel, 10/2/13 @ 7PM, Board Rm. 
Policy, 10/7/13 @ 5 PM 

October Regular Board Meeting, 10/9/13 @ 7PM, LCTI  JOC Board Rm. 

 

11. Adjournment   
  Upon motion by C. Ford, seconded by L. Sorensen, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM. 

   
   

  * Discussed in Committee Meeting 
   

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

  

Camille S. Bartlett, Secretary 

By N. Zellner, Recording Secretary 
 

 
 

 


