
Northwestern Lehigh School District
6493 RT 309, New Tripoli PA 18066

Workshop MEETING
District Boardroom

Wednesday, October 6, 2021 7:00PM

1. Opening Procedures
1.01 Call to Order
The October 6, 2021 Board Meeting of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of Directors was
called to order at 7:00PM by President Willard Dellicker.

1.02 Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence

1.03 Roll Call
PR/AB
PR John Casciano PR Todd Hernandez PR Alan Rex
PR Willard Dellicker PR Todd Leiser PR Rachael Scheffler
PR Joseph Fatzinger PR Rosemarie Lister PR James Warfel

Also Present: John Hough, Jesse Maurer, Kevin Vernarr, Auralia Lundquist, Danny Funk, Brian Kunkel,
Jennifer Hammack, Camille Vernarr, Joel Berardi, Tina Neupauer, Dorenda Bogert, Ryan Kish, Arthur
Oakes, Luann Matika, LeAnn Stitzel, Jessica Moyer, Jennifer Holman, Troy Sosnovik, Stacy Eisenhard

1.04 Approval of Agenda

Moved: J. Fatzinger Seconded: R. Scheffler Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

1.05 President welcomed guests
W. Dellicker said workshop meetings are intended to discuss all of the issues that the Board will have
to take action on by their next regularly scheduled meeting.  He said there is nothing on the agenda
tonight that the Board will vote or take action on.

1.06 Courtesy of the Floor
W. Dellicker asked our solicitor, Jessica Moyer, to give a legal update on all of the issues that are
affecting the Order.

J. Moyer said at the last meeting there were at least two court cases that had been filed in the
Commonwealth Court challenging the validity of the Order, and both of those cases are still pending.
She said there have also been other cases filed in District and Federal Courts throughout the state.
She said at this point in time all of the cases have upheld the validity of the Order, they have indicated
that this is not an opt-out Order that documentation needs to accompany a medical exemption, and
anyone that has challenged the Order so far has not been successful.

W. Dellicker wanted to confirm there is something happening in the legislature.  J. Moyer said yes, one
committee indicated they believe that the Acting Secretary did not follow the typical procedure for
issuing the Order.  She said there is a hearing on October 18th challenging what she did, a
determination will be made, and then either side can appeal that to the Commonwealth Court.

W. Dellicker said he had a conversation with Gary Day and invited him to come to the meeting to
explain what the legislature is anticipating to do with any challenge to this Order.  Gary told him at
this time there was nothing that they were planning to do.  He said according to Gary there is no plan
for the legislator to overturn, repeal, or amend this Order.

Jesse Maurer, 8536 Mohr Lane, said he knows there are about forty school districts that have a very
relaxed exemption process, and asked what is happening with those districts.  J. Moyer said she
doesn't know of any other school districts that have been sued, but said the ones she reported like
Warren County School District had a similar opt-out form to Tamaqua and Hamburg that just allowed a
general opt-out.  She said she is not aware of any lawsuits pending with regards to those particular
districts.



J. Maurer said the Order seems to create a very vague explanation of how the exemption process
should go, and said he is confused about what the exemption process is.  He asked the Board if they
believe that face coverings do not harm a child’s psychological, emotional, and physical being.

W. Dellicker said public comment is designed for the public to comment on issues that we are going to
take action on, it’s not a question and answer period.  He said as President of the meeting, he will not
ask every board member to give their personal opinion about masks.  He said they are a duly elected
Board that has taken an Oath to defend the Constitution to follow the law, and as it stands now the
Order is a law.  He said our medical exemption procedure and policy has not changed since before
COVID, and we are using the same criteria, procedure, and policy that have been in effect for years.

J. Maurer asked the following questions; why is a doctor’s note required for a face covering, where is
the school deriving the criteria for what constitutes an acceptable doctor’s note, what doctors are
permitted or not permitted, why is the school permitted to know the medical condition of a child, and
who sees, reviews, and determines the exemption forms.  He said it would be nice to get an
explanation or outline on the process.

J. Holman said policy 204.1 has been in existence since 2006, and is very explicit about the types of
doctors that are accepted or not.  She said the form is very specific about who it comes to; the Board
does not review them, and has never had that level of detail on any student.  She said there are
professionals within our organization that do have a lot of health related information on children in
order to care for them, and that is the same group of people that review this under the criteria for 504
or IDEA, and make the determination.  She said the information is kept in the same confidential
manner as every other piece of information.

T. Leiser added, as far as confidentiality, that also stands for teachers and administration.  He said we
as a Board never receive the actual names of who the Board is approving.

Joel Berardi, 3540 Alyssa Court, asked why IEP’s wouldn’t stand by themselves because they are
records of disability that have been documented.  J. Holman said one may or may not inhibit mask
wearing, and said a physician is the expert that determines whether or not it does.  J. Berardi said
that is not what 504 says, and as a group they are asking for more clarity.

J. Holman said 504 and IDEA do diagnose disabilities.  She said we are education professionals, not
medical professionals, and the only people authorized to opt one out in a medical way is a medical
professional.  She said if a child has an issue for which it was described, going to the child’s physician
would be the process and path that should be followed, and families in the District have done so
successfully.

J. Berardi said the Order states that children or parents cannot be forcibly removed from school
property for not wearing a mask.  He said the policy online says first offense, a child will be forcibly
removed from the classroom.  T. Sosnovik asked where it says that children will be forced to be
removed on our website.  J. Berardi said it is in the Health and Safety Plan.

Auralia Lundquist, 6355 Game Preserve Road, said she thinks there is some ambiguity and asked for
clarification.  She read the oath the Board took and said the Board is directly violating the third article
in the PA Constitution which is religious freedom.  She said some doctors have refused to fill out the
exemption form the school has in place because it’s a violation of HIPPA, and asked why not take an
exemption that a doctor filled out on their own form instead.  She said section three of the Order says
“if the covering would cause a medical condition” and said it is causing her son headaches.  She said it
seems to her that this is not about health, but about compliance.  She said we are asking the Board to
do the right thing and ultimately do what’s in the best interest of the children in our community.

Dan Funk Jr., 7297 Adams Street, asked how many exemption forms were submitted versus how
many forms were processed and approved.  He also asked how many kids have opted out of the
school district because of the mandates.

J. Holman said we received seven requests that have been granted and there have been a total of
twelve submitted.  She said she doesn't know of any students that have left because of the mandate,
but that doesn’t mean there haven’t been any, so she will check with our principals to get that answer.

T. Leiser clarified because this has come up in prior years and said he doesn’t think we get a reason
for why people are leaving.  J. Holman said we don’t, but we could take first day enrollment.



J. Holman said the form was changed because the first week of school had no requirement, and there
were people that submitted requests during that first week.  She said after the Order, the form was
changed, and then the form was subsequently changed one additional time.

Brian Kunkel, 6233 Hunters Hill Road, said he would rather be here for educational purposes instead.
He said many other districts that were talked about let their parents come and make opt-out
decisions.  He said parents should be able to sign permission for them just like a field trip, that
parents will not hold the school responsible for what happens if their child gets sick.  He said if parents
are not going to hold the school accountable, he doesn’t understand why parents can’t have that
choice.

J. Moyer said if you go to the Department of Education website, which oversees the education of the
state, it specifically says that this is not an opt-out Order.  She said parents cannot opt-out for a
medical exemption, and the evidence needs to be substantiated to the District in addition.  She said
that is why Northwestern Lehigh School District is not allowing parent opt-out.  She said right now the
court cases that she has reviewed; nobody has ruled against the order, no one has said the District
should not follow it, and no one has said that a parent has a right to opt-out.

T. Sosnovik said a statement was made that we require children to wear masks during recess, and
that is not accurate.  He said anytime they are engaged in physical activity, even indoor gym, we allow
students to take their mask off including recess.

W. Dellicker said he agrees with Mr. Kunkel about getting back to education.  He said so much time,
effort, and money has been spent on addressing these issues for COVID.  He said it’s setting us
behind, and he hopes we can get back to the business of education here at Northwestern Lehigh.

Camille Vernarr, 7007 Bake Oven Road, said this is government run, and asked how much more is
going to be coming from the government that we will have to follow.  She said she is concerned the
rights of parents are being taken away.  She said she is looking elsewhere because she wants her
American values and constitutional rights passed onto her children and not be denied.

2. Curriculum/Building Issues
2.01 Approval to apply for ARP-ESSER Set-Aside funding and ARP-ESSER Homeless Children
and Youth funding
L. Stitzel said this is a piece of the ESSER Funding that the Board previously approved to apply for.
She said we need to apply separately for these funds, and gave an overview of where the money will
be spent if we receive it.  She said the total amount we are looking to apply for is $122,628.00, and
that is in addition to the other funding we applied for.

W. Dellicker asked if this is strictly for homeless children.  L. Stitzel said the last piece of it is, and that
portion has to benefit students that are homeless.

W. Dellicker asked if we had a plan on how we would want to spend this money.  L. Stitzel said we are
currently working on it, and that is a part of the grant application.

R. Lister asked what grades the emotional learning is for.  L. Stitzel said K-12.



3. Policy
3.01 First Reading of the Following Policies
805.2 School Security Personnel
L. Matika said this is an existing policy that has been in place since 2020.  She said there are a few
edits to reflect the added threat assessment team, and additional requirements under ACT 57 which
requires additional background checks and reporting.  She said her and Chief Tobin will fulfill the
Municipal Police Officers Education and Training Commision that is required.

906 Public Complaints
T. Sosnovik said this is an annual recurring policy required for our Title Submission, and there are no
changes.  L. Stitzel said this is something that we send out to all parents in our Title I school, which is
Northwestern Elementary.

3.02 Second Reading and Final Approval of the Following Policies:
918 Title I Parent and Family Engagement
T. Sosnovik said he has not received any questions or comments regarding this policy.

4. Operations
4.01 ProAsys Agreement
A. Oakes said this is our heating and chilled water loops throughout the buildings.  He said we renew
this every year and will get some of the language cleaned up.

4.02 Lead Testing
A. Oakes said this is our annual testing of our water at the buildings.  He said the actual results will be
presented at the Board Meeting.  He said last year we did not have any citations or issues, and he is
expecting the same this year.

4.03 Kistler O'Brien Fire Protection Agreement
A. Oakes said this is a new company, and is a much more affordable rate for all of our buildings.

4.04 Food Service Update
T. Sosnovik introduced Rebecca Smith, Food Service Director, and Mary Filler, Vice President of The
Nutrition Group.  He said they are here to give the Board an update on how the start of school went.

R. Smith compared the lunch numbers through September 2021, and said students are enjoying
lunch.  She reviewed the training that was done so far, enhancements that were made to the serving
lines, food options, and things still to come.

T. Sosnovik said he speaks very highly of The Nutrition Group and the relationship thus far.  He said
you often find Becky and Alonza working with staff to provide ancillary support to help us with some of
the food service shortages that we’ve experienced.  He said from his perspective, it has been a very
positive start to this relationship.

W. Dellicker asked about the breakfast program and how it works.  R. Smith said students have 2
options, either a cereal or grain, and it is grab and go.  She said they have been serving between
80-90 students every day from Northwestern Elementary.

W. Dellicker asked if the participation level is what they expected.  M. Filler said this is exceeding what
they expected, but that may have something to do with free lunches.

R. Lister thanked them, and said she appreciates their enthusiasm.

4.05 Food Service Equipment Assistance Grant
J. Holman said this is retroactive approval because she already approved to apply since the deadline
was before the Board Meeting.  She said if the Board does not want it, we could decline if we receive
it.

T. Sosnovik said due to the timing we could not get this before the Board last month which is why Mrs.
Holman was asked for permission to apply.

W. Dellicker asked if we had equipment in mind for this money.  T. Sosnovik said we will be enhancing
both the middle and high school with two full serving cold lines that will be used for fresh fruit or

http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BJXMRF5C7E66
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHPL497A41
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AKHRUT6AA775


salad.  He said one of the requirements of the grant was that you are only allowed to apply for
equipment for two schools.

5. District Finances
5.01 GOB Series 2017 Refinancing
J. Holman said she assumes the Board would like to take the financing costs out of the general fund
budget, and this would be their approval to proceed with paying financing charges which are
estimated around $52,525.00 for the refinancing.

W. Dellicker said we will take action on paying the refinancing charge out of the general fund balance.

5.02 Reports
J. Holman recommended the Board receive the following Reports for August:

1. Budget Report
2. Revenues Report
3. Treasurer’s Report

Fund 10 General Fund with a beginning balance of $20,650,242.83, receipts of
$16,790,856.89, disbursements of $(3,958,603.16), leaving a balance of
$33,482,496.56.
Fund 32 Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $3,124,703.42, receipts of
$1,093.78, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $3,125,797.20.
Fund 37 Capital Projects with a beginning balance of $109,619.57, receipts of $24.00,
disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $109,643.57.
Fund 51 Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $(5,560.22), receipts of
$70,473.45, disbursements of $(64,748.63), leaving a balance of $164.60.

4. EIT Report
5. Activity Fund Report
6. Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object
Report

6. Old Business

7. New Business
7.01 Board Meeting Calendar for 2022
J. Holman said this aligns with the previous schedule.

7.02 Board Committees
J. Holman said there are three positions to decide between now and November.  She said it does not
need to be decided now, but if anyone is interested, reach out to her or Mr. Dellicker.

W. Dellicker asked what the Curriculum Council will be looking at next year.

L. Stitzel said they will be looking at K-12 English Language Arts, and middle school related arts.

7.03 Glove Donation
J. Holman said she was contacted by Weisenberg Fire Company who received a donation of disposable
gloves that they were unable to use from Amazon.  She said Mr. Oakes is able to use them, so we took
the donation.

8. Communications
10.01 Courtesy of the Floor
Dan Funk Jr., 7297 Adams Street, asked if they could provide the community with how the $1.3 million
dollars that the school district received from the Cares Act is going to be spent.  He said the Order
states “it strongly suggests to follow this Order,” it does not say mandate, and asked the Board their
take on the verbiage.  He asked if we can get a date stamp on some of the pictures on the slide which
shows some faculty members not wearing masks.

J. Holman said the Board pursued participating in a couple grant-related funding presentations that
are publicly available on our website, and said the only thing that wouldn’t be included is the new
funding Mrs. Stitzel asked for tonight.  She said in terms of number of cases, we had four last year
and twenty this year.  She said for quarantines, we had ten last year, and 52 this year as of the last
Board meeting.  She said the pictures on the slides of professional development were prior to the first
week of school and the secondary pictures were not at our school.



T. Sosnovik said the pictures involving our staff with professional development were before school
started, and prior to the Order being issued.  He said the two students that were pictured are just
stock photos from The Nutrition Group, and the pictures of the event with Mr. Price was something
they did in the past, and was not a Northwestern event.

11. Adjournment
Upon motion by J. Fatzinger, seconded by A. Rex, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19PM.

Respectfully submitted,

John Casciano, Secretary
By S. Eisenhard, Assistant Secretary


