
Northwestern Lehigh School District
6493 RT 309, New Tripoli PA 18066

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
District Boardroom

Wednesday, September 15, 2021, 7:00PM

1. Opening Procedures
1.01 Call to Order
The September 15, 2021 Board Meeting of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of Directors
was called to order at 7:00 PM by President Willard Dellicker.

1.02 Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence

1.03 Roll Call
PR/AB

PR John Casciano PR Todd Hernandez PR Alan Rex
PR Willard Dellicker PR Todd Leiser PR Rachael Scheffler
PR Joseph Fatzinger PR Rosemarie Lister PR James Warfel

Also Present: Tara Banninger, Jennifer Hammack, Dennis Dorney, Danny Funk, John Hough, Mike
Follweiler, Karen Baker, John Gackenbach, Daniel Macaulay, Jen Ott, Becky Hite, Amy Chassard, Tina
Neupauer, Dorenda Bogert, Allison Kelly, Erin Smith, Tanya Moyer, Rose Moyer, Tara Henninger, Camille
Vernarr, Kevin Vernarr, William Hoffert, Courtney Boyle, Nichole Snyder, Amy Creitz, Joel Berardi,
Auralia Lundquist, Elizabeth Dellecker, Connor Sweeney, Adam Kratzer, Brian Kunkel, Ralie Kubat,
Christine Bilowith, Walt Marinkovits, Jesse Maurer, Alan Fornwalt, Jonathan Wozniak,  Rebecca Ezolt,
Bethany Varvarelis, Mary Anne Wright, Ryan Kish, Luann Matika, LeAnn Stitzel, Andrea Edmonds,
Aileen Yadush, Matthew Givler, Bill Dovico, Maria Pulli, Jill Berlet, Jason Zimmerman, Brian Tobin,
Arthur Oakes, Jennifer Holman, Troy Sosnovik, Stacy Eisenhard

1.04 Approval of Agenda

Moved: J. Fatzinger Seconded: T. Leiser Vote: 9 Aye, 0 Nay

1.05 President welcomed guests

1.06 Courtesy of the Floor
Tara Banninger, 8692 Reservoir Road, thanked the Board for supporting the mask mandate and said
she supports Boards across the country who have listened to the medical advice of experts.  She said
mask wearing works most effectively when everyone within a shared space is wearing them and
believes this is important with children back to school five-days per week.  She thanked the Board and
hopes they continue to listen to the medical experts.

Auralia Lundquist, 6355 Game Preserve Road, said she does not view the Board as the enemy and
understands they are in a tough spot.  She requested that additional research be done to reevaluate
the method of which masks are enforced and the exemption process.  She said she is worried about
her children’s respiratory health from wearing a mask and wants to know how the District is ensuring
her children’s health is protected.  She said enforcing masks deter their educational growth, hinder
their schooling and take away the rights of parents to advocate for their kids.  She asked that the
exemption procedure be added to the COVID discussion so she can see who on the Board is requiring
a more stringent medical exemption process.

Amy Creitz, 1988 Timberline Court, said she is a physician assistant serving the community for 20
years and said we are in a medical crisis led by COVID.  She said we can all pull together to wear a
mask and it is time that this community comes together and starts practicing ethics.



Joel Berardi, 3540 Alyssa Court, questioned the effectiveness of masks.  He said he does not see
anything in section 504 of the Governor’s Order that requires a doctor’s note to qualify for a disability
and asked why the District did not mention IEP’s in the exemption Order.  He said the school needs to
fight for the community.  He said he will sign a waiver that indemnifies the school if his child gets sick
if he doesn’t wear a mask.

Dan Funk Jr., 7297 Adams Street, said he appreciates the Board’s time and said they are a sound
Board for our community.  He talked about some statistics and said there hasn’t been one single death
of a child in our county according to the CDC website.  He questioned if kids are really the problem.
He asked the Board to share the results of who was “for” or “not for” the mask mandate and thinks
the community deserves that.  He asked the Board to re-evaluate because he believes we had it right
the first time.

Rebecca Ezolt, 9767 Stagecoach Road, said the masks are not going to keep any of us from catching
the virus.  She said parents are the advocates for their children and they will be here every month
until they feel like they are being heard.

Mike Follweiler, 7463 Leaser Road, said some of the statistics are unbelievable and the government is
lying to us.  He respects the Board and understands they are in a tough spot, but is concerned about
the nation and our freedoms.  He asked the Board to decide in their hearts, where they will draw the
line and say they will not follow the Order anymore.  He believes the Order is a mandate, but not a
law.

Jennifer Ott, 3686 Jordan Road, said we are a strong community and thinks everyone genuinely cares
about each other, but said it is important for us not to be shaming each other.  She questioned the
Optional COVID Pool Testing and is concerned that it will quickly turn into a mandate.  She said she
feels this procedure should be done by medical staff in a healthcare facility and not in our schools.
She questioned some scenarios that may happen while the test is being done and disagrees that there
would be no disruption to class.  She asked the Board to not approve the COVID Testing in our school
environment.  She also asked if the new ionizer ventilation system had been completed and how that
will be effective to our students and staff.

W. Dellicker said the ionization system was installed last Christmas and is in all of the buildings killing
these viruses on the surfaces.

Jesse Maurer, 8536 Mohr Lane, said he is angry about the state of our country.  He said in section 3B
of the Order, it said “if wearing a face covering would cause a medical condition” and thinks that is a
loophole for anybody who is concerned about their child’s health due to wearing a mask.  He listed
some of the negative effects of wearing a mask and said he would like the power to decide what his
children will do.

Allison Kelly, 3791 Rhoades Road, said she has been a nurse for 10-years and said several studies
have concluded that students are not the primary sources of exposure of COVID 19 among adults in
school settings.  She said she knows COVID is a real thing, but believes the kids should have some
sort of normalcy.  She asked why it is so hard for Northwestern to comply with exemptions and said
the school is at risk of losing students.  She said Gary Day has been notified and is working for the
community.

Becky Hite, 2678 Windy Road, is concerned about transportation times and the new software.  She
said this has been the worst transportation year and asked what is being done to resolve the issue.

Camille Vernarr, 7007 Bake Oven Road, asked the Board to give parents the choice of freedom and
choose what is best for our children.  She said she is a teacher and does not enjoy something covering
her face.  She said both exemption forms that she submitted were denied and said according to the
doctors they should not have to fill out the exemption form.  She said our soldiers died for our
freedom and now is the time to change.

Dr. Courtney Boyle, 6041 Herring Court, said she comes before the Board as a physician and medical
doctor with two decades of training and experience.  She expressed her gratitude for a successful



20-21 school year and said there were several strategies that were put into place to keep our schools
operating without compromising the health and well-being of our children.  She said many complain
that they are unable to get their exemption forms completed and that is because doctors who
specialize in the care of children recommend universal masking.  She said an outbreak of COVID and
the death of just one student would be an upset to the community.  She said she implores the
community to trust the experts and thanked the Board and Administration for supporting the mask
mandate.

Rose Moyer, 6547 Hollenbach Road, said acting Secretary of Health Beam seems to have violated the
law by issuing an Order and did not follow the rule making procedures that are required under the
Commonwealth Documents Law and Regulatory Review Act.  She said she doesn’t see where the
school would be responsible or a lawsuit would stand.  She said the parents know what is best for
their children and said she will not have her child sit in school with a mask.

Brian Kunkle, 6233 Hunters Hill Road, said the Governor is overstepping his boundaries and telling us
what to do.  He said we know what is best for our kids and it should be our choice as parents.  He said
all they are asking is for the choice to do what they want.

1.07 Approval of Minutes from the August 18, 2021 Board Meeting and the September 1,
2021 Workshop Meeting

Moved: J. Fatzinger                    Seconded: A. Rex                      Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

1.08 Recognition/Presentations
None at this time.

1.09 Board President's Report
W. Dellicker thanked everyone for coming to voice their concerns.  He said our highest priority for this
Board, Northwestern Lehigh Administration and Staff is the education of the children, in a healthy and
safe environment.  He said he understands the frustration and anger as parents passionately plea for
the right to personally decide what is best for their children.  He said our Health and Safety Plan has
two tracks; analysis of data with tiered mitigation measures to stop the spread of cases and
compliance with required action directed by higher government authority if that occurred.  He said we
began this year on track #1 and on September 7, 2021, we were required to shift to the track #2,
which mandated masks.  He said Northwestern Lehigh is attempting to facilitate the waiver process
and are not adding burdensome layers of forms and doctor qualifications to intimidate parents
applying for the mask waiver.  He said no one on the Board or Administration is attempting to take
control of the fundamental rights that they believe parents have for the welfare of their children.  He
said the Board is bound by oath to follow lawful orders under the Constitution of the Commonwealth
and the U.S. and cannot choose which laws to follow.  He said we do not have the financial resources
to legally challenge this Order for masking and it will be months before the legality of this Order is
resolved.  He said his hope is that we can successfully work through this new COVID year as a
community to keep our children in school five-days a week and thanked everyone for their trust and
confidence.

1.10 Superintendent's Report
J. Holman thanked everyone for their comments and said we always try to be transparent with the
information we put out and why we make the decisions we do.  She said our goal has and continues to
be five-days per week of instruction in school and her hope is to continue to do that.  She said
everyone is thrilled to be back in school, the sports fields are alive and she is excited to have everyone
back.  She said we had some logistical challenges with the new school year; however, students are
doing a great job settling in.  She said we are experiencing some personnel challenges with not having
enough bus drivers and will continue recruiting.  She said this is not just a Northwestern issue, this is
a nationwide shortage.  She said a potential opt-out of transportation will be communicated with
families which may allow us to condense and shorten some of our runs.  She said we will bring back
some sort of recommendation to the Board about a permanent solution because it is a long process to
get someone certified as a CDL Driver particularly with their student and airbrake endorsement.  She
gave an update about COVID data numbers in comparison to last year and said we had four positive
cases with 10 students quarantined at this time last year and this year we have 20 positive cases with



52 students quarantined.  She said we hope that we can continue to maintain safe learning so that we
can keep kids in school because that is everyone’s number one goal.

T. Leiser asked J. Moyer to confirm that we as a public school do not have to provide bussing for public
school students; however, we do still have to provide bussing for private schools.

J. Moyer said under school code there is no requirement to provide transportation to resident
students.  She said if transportation is provided to resident students, then we have to provide identical
transportation to non-public students.  She said under Charter Law, we are required to provide
transportation for charter students despite what we do for resident and non-public students.

J. Warfel asked if there have been cases of students who have had to leave school to be quarantined
because they were exposed to a positive case from another student in the school building.  J. Holman
said she doesn't know the answer to that.  She said that is a contact tracing issue and trying to
connect the dots to determine whether or not there is a common theme between students.  She said if
we end up having that, it would be one of the reasons for a closure in terms of an outbreak in an
individual location that we believe spread is happening.

J. Casciano asked where we stand with the bussing program we purchased.  J. Holman said some of
the issues are not all the bus program’s fault and the company has helped us through what has been
struggles with the routing.  She said Mr. Oakes and the transportation office team has worked
diligently with the company and drivers to physically change some of the routes.  A. Oakes said this
has been trying for all of us and tried as a team to facilitate runs that are as efficient as possible.  He
said throughout the process they needed to set parameters which may seem easy on paper until you
realize it may not be a safe location.  He said the bus drivers were their biggest asset and their
knowledge helped them to facilitate where we are today.  He said we still have a long road ahead of
us,but the data is on the road to recovery.  J. Casciano asked if we still use this program.  A. Oakes
said yes.

R. Lister asked Mrs. Holman to provide clarification to everyone in addition to listening to the Board,
we also listened to the local health networks.  J. Holman said it could be very much her decision in the
future to mandate masks and said they will make the hard decisions about doing what is best.  She
said at some point the decision will come back to the Board and Superintendent to make and at this
time our numbers would not prevent the removal of masks in order to continue five-days per week
learning.  She said the health networks in the valley have been a huge asset to our success achieving
kids in school and will continue today.

2. Personnel
2.01 Approval is requested for the personnel items as attached:
L. Matika said we have 22 items for approval.

A. Edmonds introduced Laurie Plotsko, our new social worker.  She said she has a bachelor’s degree
from Desales University in psychology and her master’s degree from Marywood University in social
work.  She said she is a licensed social worker and is currently seeking licensure in the clinical social
worker field.  She said she brings a lot of experience and knowledge and we are excited to have her
on board.

Laurie thanked everyone for the opportunity and said she is looking forward to working with everyone.





Moved: R. Scheffler Seconded: R. Lister Vote:  7 Aye, 0 Nay

AYE John Casciano ABS- B2 Todd Hernandez AYE Alan Rex
ABS-B2 Willard Dellicker AYE Todd Leiser AYE Rachael Scheffler
AYE Joseph Fatzinger AYE Rosemarie Lister AYE James Warfel



3. Curriculum/Building Issues
3.01 Optional COVID-19 Testing
J. Holman said this is an optional testing process that was discussed at the Workshop Meeting.  She
said we recognize nothing is free and someone is paying for it but we also believe in the mitigation
strategies.

T. Sosnovik said he has nothing additional to add and asked Dr. Hogan to address some questions
earlier that were asked.

K. Hogan addressed some of the questions from the audience.  She said medical personnel can be
enlisted by the school to carry out the testing if the school community elects for that.  She said they
like to reiterate that this is a completely voluntary program and parents have the choice to participate
or not.  She said any healthcare professional assisting would be fitted with PPE and would also be
trained on how to carry out this testing program with minimal disruption to the classroom.  She said
should a swab drop, there is adequate separation and they are trained to disinfect that area.  She said
teachers are not required to participate and do not have to assist in any way with the collections.  She
said they have not seen any incident with disease spread by this collection method because the
collection is happening away from other students and is done by a professional who is trained on this
program.

T. Sosnovik asked K. Hogan to remind the Board how this program has been instituted nationally.  K.
Hogan said they are a national provider across the US and have seen success with this program
especially with schools that have high COVID rates.  She said it can be a very effective program for
helping identify cases, get those numbers down low and keep them low for the remainder of the
school year.

T. Leiser said it wasn’t clear to him that it was going to be done in the classroom amongst the rest of
the class.  He said this seems like a disruption of an entire classroom and it seems like it delays the
educational curriculum that we will be providing.  He said he understands the importance of the data
side of this, but because of the disruption he has serious reservations about this.

K. Hogan said they have had schools that voiced that concern and they have worked with them to set
up a logistical system that would work.  She said they do find the ten minutes that it takes helps to
keep the classroom open for the entire year because you can break the cycle of transmission.  She
said the disruption is minimal.

W. Dellicker asked how often the test would be given to each child.  T. Sosnovik said it would be
defined by the District weekly or biweekly.  He said we will look at the number of individuals
consenting and best practice recommendations weekly to determine.  He said if the Board does not
wish for this to be conducted in the classroom, it can be set up somewhere else to eliminate the
disruption.

T. Hernandez said he has some reservations and it seems like this program is searching for positive
cases which he doesn’t like.  He said he thinks if the parents are looking for some volunteer testing,
he believes it should be their choice and not the business of the school district.

J. Casciano said he likes the idea of the testing, but does not like the method of how the testing will be
done.

W. Dellicker said he understands this is voluntary, but he’s not sure how the community feels about
having something like this going on in our school.  He asked how many nights and hours it would take
to orient parents to be able to make a choice.  T. Sosnovik said we would work with Dr. Hogan and the
concentric team to set up an informational session for parents, so they could learn about the program
and make a decision whether or not they choose to participate.

W. Dellicker said since we just heard about this two weeks ago and with all of the other issues that we
are faced with right now, he would like to suggest tabling this.  He asked how this would fit in with all
of the other data we have, how this would add to our decision making and what we would do with the
data.



T. Sosnovik said this will provide school level data that shows the prevalence of COVID 19 within our
school buildings.  He said the challenge we’ve had is the inaccessibility of Northwestern data to make
the best decisions for our community.  He said this would be another decision point that we can use to
see what the prevalence rate is in our schools separate from Lehigh County.  He said this provides us
with a lot of strategic value to allow us to keep our schools open.

J. Fatzinger disagrees and said if you only have 30% opt-in, we are only checking 30% and that will
not provide consistent and accurate data.  He said he believes this should be taken off the table and
his vote down the line if this comes back is a no.  T. Sosnovik agreed with Mr. Fatzinger and said it will
depend on the number of individuals participating in this consent program that will drive the validity.
He said we will not know those numbers if the program’s not instituted.

J. Fatzinger said he knows they worked very hard to come up with the data but doesn’t think this is
right.  J. Holman said we respect Mr. Fatzinger’s opinion.  She said if there’s something brought to us
as a potential option to consider, we bring it to the Board to make an informed decision and if the
Board chooses not to do it that is fine as well.

J. Warfel said the administration is struggling to put as many mitigation strategies into place to keep
the schools open and said the major disruption we are trying to avoid is closing down the schools
again.  He said this is another level of mitigation and we will not know the number of participants that
would benefit this one way or the other until we try.

R. Lister said this may just need a little more time and something that is available at any time so we
could always go back to it.

W. Dellicker said he believes the Board should vote to table this item.

T. Leiser said to be clear you don’t need 100% compliance to get a good statistical read; however, you
do need significant coverage of the population and supports tabling this item.

J. Warfel said he supports tabling as well.

The Board voted to table the agenda item.

W. Dellicker thanked Mrs. Holman and Dr. Sosnovik for continuing to look at how we can best serve
our kids and keep us here five-days a week.

Moved: J. Warfel Seconded: T. Leiser Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

J. Fatzinger questioned because we are tabling this, we are keeping it open to come back to us.  J.
Moyer said the same thing would happen if it was voted no, it could be brought back at any time for
reconsideration.

4. Policy
4.01 First Reading of the Following Policies
T. Sosnovik said has not received any comments on the first reading as well as the second readings.

918 Title I Parent and Family Engagement

4.02 Second Reading and Final Approval of the Following Policies:
218.1 Weapons
218.2 Terroristic Threats
247 Hazing
249 Bullying/Cyberbullying

Moved: A. Rex Seconded: J. Fatzinger Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

4.02 Recommendation to rescind the following policies:
None at this time.

http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=AKHRUT6AA775
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHDM480450
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHDQ480854
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=9WXHF8484067
http://go.boarddocs.com/pa/nwlsd/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=BXMNMR5C828E


5. Operations
5.01 Annual Maintenance Contract

Moved: J. Casciano Seconded: R. Scheffler Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

6. District Finances
6.01 Educational Foundation Donation
J. Holman introduced DJ Walbert and Dan Mccauley from the Northwestern Lehigh Educational
Foundation.  She said they are here with some good news and to present some dollars through
fundraisers.

DJ Walbert said they are a non profit organization and their sole mission is to raise private funds to
improve the educational programs for our students.  He said they have been around for 14 years and
have been very successful in supporting the school district.  He thanked KingSpry and New Tripoli
Bank who are sponsors of the foundation.  He said last year they took a bunch of funds and
transferred them over to the hybrid programs to be able to implement the hybrid learning.  He
presented the school district with a check for $142,850.00.  He said last year they decided to hire staff
for the foundation and they are seeing a tremendous growth in their numbers and expect these
numbers to get even bigger in the future.  He said their goal is to make this school district the best
educational school district around and he believes we will continue to go in that direction with the
support that they have and will continue to work with the District to make that happen.

Moved: R. Scheffler Seconded: R. Lister Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

6.02 Open Campus Initiative Agreement
L. Stitzel said this reinstates a lot of the information that was in the already approved contract, but
because Warren County is a public school district in the state of Pennsylvania they would like us to
sign this which acknowledges all of the school districts that they do work with.

Moved: R. Scheffler Seconded: R. Lister Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

6.03 General obligation Note, Series of 2021
W. Dellicker said we are going to take action to refinance one of our bond issues and save about $1.2
million dollars in savings.

S. Shearer said we are looking at the 2017 bonds which are now legally able to be refinanced.  He said
the proposal would take the interest rate down to 1.65% which would save about $1.2 million dollars.
He said overall this is an extremely efficient transaction.

Kevin Reid said the Board has an attractive proposal from New Tripoli Bank that they should consider
taking advantage of and there is a certain process to do that.  He said there is a resolution which
authorizes the finance team to take the necessary steps to get this done which authorizes them to do
it and file certain paperwork with the State and Federal Government.  He said the Board Officers will
also need to sign certain documents so they can moralize the transaction.  He said these are tax
exempt rates and should the Board approve they are probably looking at a closing in mid-November.

W. Dellicker said this has been the most rewarding payback that he’s seen since he’s been on the
Board and thinks they're ready to take action.

John from New Tripoli Bank thanked everyone on the Board and on behalf of Dave Huniscker.  He said
it is a pleasure to work with the team and they are happy to support the school district.

W. Dellicker said this is part of our community and New Tripoli Bank has helped us since this school
district started.  He said we are fortunate to be able to partner with them.

Moved: T. Leiser Seconded: J. Fatzinger Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay



6.04 Jostens Yearbook Agreement
6.05 Reports
J. Holman recommended the Board receive the following Reports for July:

1. Budget Report
2. Revenues Report
3. Treasurer’s Report

Fund 10 General Fund with a beginning balance of $18,304,580.32, receipts of
$5,965,931.30, disbursements of $(3,620,268.79), leaving a balance of $20,650,242.83.
Fund 32 Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $3,123,678.35, receipts of
$1,025.07, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $3,124,703.42.
Fund 37 Capital Projects with a beginning balance of $109,597.08, receipts of $22.49,
disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $109,619.57.
Fund 51 Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $(5,518.86), receipts of
$9,551.07, disbursements of $(8,892.43), leaving a balance of $(4,860.22).

4. EIT Report
5. Activity Fund Report
6. Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object
Report

6.06 Approval of the following bills as listed for payment:
1.  Fund 10 General Fund
2.  Fund 32 Capital Reserve
3.  Fund 37 Capital Projects
4.  Fund 51 Food Service Fund
5.  Fund 58 Tiger Concession
6.  Procurement Card

Moved: J. Fatzinger Seconded: J. Casciano Vote:  8 Aye, 0 Nay

AYE John Casciano AYE Todd Hernandez AYE Alan Rex
AYE Willard Dellicker AYE Todd Leiser ABS 6.06 Rachael Scheffler
AYE Joseph Fatzinger AYE Rosemarie Lister AYE James Warfel

7. Other Reports
7.01 Enrollment Report
J. Holman said we did receive a number of students back, but yet we are still down in enrollment.

7.02 Foundation Report
L. Stitzel said they are really happy to continue to work with the Foundation throughout the school
year and are excited to see what other things that they can fund.

7.03 Committee Reports as follows:
● Intermediate Unit

■ J. Warfel had no report

● Lehigh Career & Technical Institute
■ J. Fatzinger had no report

● Lehigh Carbon Community College
■ W. Dellicker said LCCC was chosen by Amazon to be a pilot in training the

technicians that they need in that company.  He said this is a great revenue
source for them.

● Recreation Commission



■ T. Hernandez said the kids are out on the fields and enjoying themselves for
the Fall sports.

8. Old Business

9. New Business
9.01 PSBA Officer Elections

Moved: A. Rex Seconded: R. Scheffler Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

9.02 School Supplies Donation

9.03 Tissues Donation

Moved: A. Rex Seconded: R. Lister Vote:  9 Aye, 0 Nay

10. Communications
10.01 Courtesy of the Floor
Rose Moyer, 6547 Hollenbach Road, said COVID is never going away and asked if this is how we are
going to live; in fear, hiding behind masks.  She asked what happened to herd immunity and why we
are not letting that be a part of the solution.

Dan Funk Jr., 7297 Adams Street, asked two questions regarding the Optional COVID Testing.  W.
Dellicker said that the agenda item has been tabled.

Tara Henninger, 6645 Kernsville Road, thanked the Board for hiring an additional social and emotional
worker for support staff.

Jesse Maurer, 8536 Mohr Lane, said possibly something more effective than testing could be more
sinks for proper hand washing.  He also said reducing sugar in the morning with breakfast items could
help and thinks it would be some easy things to do that would be beneficial.

J. Holman said part of our plan last year was to increase hand washing and assured the number of
times we have taken time to wash hands or sanitize.



Connor Sweeney, 7353 Farrier Road, said he thinks it should be open democracy and parents should
have more of a vote.  He said he believes it’s the majority’s place to make that decision and asked if
that’s a possibility at some point.  W. Dellicker said the Board was elected and the Board has hired the
Chief Executive Officer to run the operation of the school.  He said there is no way that we can bring
all of the decisions that have to be made to a public hearing.  He said these are decisions made by
elected people and people holding the positions to be able to make those evaluations and
recommendations to the Board.  C Sweeney asked if they can change the elected officials.  W.
Dellicker said that is with elections.

Camille Vernarr, 7007 Bake Oven Road, thanked the Board for tabling the pool testing.  She
commented on how much concentration it takes to listen to everyone with masks on.

Elizabeth Dellecker, 7353 Farrier Road, said she thinks IEP’s should be taken into account as far as
medical exemptions go.  She said a student with a speech impediment should be exempt from wearing
a mask and thinks an IEP should be an automatic exemption.  She said masks are unsanitary and we
are putting children’s health at risk.

W. Dellicker said they are educational experts, not medical experts and we are taking medical advice
from the health network that we have available.

J. Moyer said the school Board does not have the power to decide whether a mandate is valid or not.
She said that decision lies with the court and the General Assembly.  She said the districts that have
not complied with the Order have received letters from the Pennsylvania Department of Education and
have laid out the implications to school board members and school districts who do not follow the
mandate.  She said the Pennsylvania Department of Education also sent an email that any opt-out
form has to come through with evidence to substantiate a medical, mental condition or disability.  She
said these individuals are required to follow the mandate that is in place and if they do not, not only
could the District lose funding, they could be sued by children who do have IEP’s and 504’s if they are
displaced from school every day.  She said things could change in a month from now but right now
this is what we face.

Rebecca Ezolt, 9767 Stagecoach Road, said she would like to know who on this school board is fighting
for our civil rights and joining the fight against this mandate.

Connor Sweeney, 7353 Farrier Road, said it was mentioned that this is not a public meeting, it's a
meeting in public and asked if there will be a public meeting.

W. Dellicker said he doesn’t see the need to have a public meeting to have people come and shout at
each other.  He said we have a plan in place and took comments from the public.  He said we took an
oath to support the Constitution and said as it is right now the Order is an official Order and we have
to comply with that otherwise there will be consequences.

Mary Ann Wright, Kings Highway, said we all know the country is divided and can see our community
is divided as well.  She said she knows every single person at the table thinks about what is the best
thing they can do based on the information they have and said sometimes that goes along with what
parents like and sometimes it doesn’t.  She thanked all of them, she knows that they take their job
very seriously and they come to the job every day to do their best.

W. Dellicker said we captured all of the comments and we will continue to fight this battle.

10.02 Communications / Notes for the Board from John Casciano, Secretary
None at the time

10.03 Administrative / Building Sharing
B. Dovico said it’s great to have students back five-days a week and we are looking forward to a great
year.



M. Pulli said the kids have been doing a fantastic job with the start of the year and all of the
challenges that we’ve experienced.  She said the teachers have been doing a fantastic job and
thanked everyone for their support.

M. Givler said the first safety and security drill went exceptionally well.  He said the students
participated with an extreme amount of detail and did a fantastic job.

J. Zimmerman said they are up and running with sports.  He thanked the Pennsylvania National Guard
who made our military appreciation and 911 awareness game, which was a huge success.  He thanked
everyone for their continued support as we do the best we can to make it through this.

J. Berlet said the students have been doing a great job and settling in.  She said the teachers are
providing them with very engaging activities and we are happy to have everyone back.

A. Yadush said we are excited to have everybody back in the building and said seeing the students has
been the highlight of a really long year.

A. Oakes said although we’re recruiting for the Transportation Department and we are feeling the
effects of employee shortages, the employees we currently have are working as many hours of
overtime as they can and are doing everything possible to keep us afloat on the operation side.

B. Tobin thanked members of the public that came and presented themselves in a dignified and
respected manner.  He said we are all Americans and it’s the greatest nation the world has seen and
we will get through this together.

L. Matika thanked the Board for their support of adding a social worker to our staff.  She said we
continue to recruit additional employees, but the staff we have right now are doing everything they
can to keep us afloat, our facilities clean and our students transported safely.

T. Sosnovik thanked the Foundation for their continued support and said the kids reap the benefits of
all of their efforts.  He also thanked New Tripoli Bank for supporting and helping save $1.2 million
dollars.

J. Holman said the conversations we’ve had around the table about trying to layer on the mitigation
strategies to do the very best thing we can and believes we had a plan in place to do that.  She said
we are pulling together as a team and asked for that from the community.  She said the decision right
now is not in her court and if the Order comes to pass, we will be around this table talking about it
again and will try to make the very best decision we can for our students.

10.04 Board Member Sharing
T. Hernandez thanked everyone for coming out.  He said we do get the emails and listen to the
comments.  He said the decisions they make are not easy, but it is easy to be on the public’s side of
the fence and throw stones.  He said he is glad everyone is back five-days a week and is appreciative
of all the sports going on again.

A. Rex thanked the staff from the top all the way down for doing their job and thanked the Foundation
for the donation.

R. Scheffler said she would love for anyone to step up and volunteer to be on the Board.  She said it is
disappointing that when it comes to election time it is hard to fill the seats and welcomes people to
run for Board seats.

R. Lister said she is thankful for the kids being back five-days per week and commended everyone for
going above and beyond.

T. Leiser said he appreciates the Foundation for their contribution and said it really comes from the
community for participating in those events.  He said there is a distinction in his mind between local
decision making and decisions that are made.  He said he is in more support of local level decision
making and thinks the decisions that are coming down from the Department of Health and the



Governor are worthy of criticism.  He said it is important to educate the students on the process for
which these laws get changed and how to fight.  He said it is great to see the school back in motion
five-days a week.

J. Warfel wished everyone a healthy and successful school year.

J. Casciano thanked the Foundation for their donation.  He said he appreciates all of the parents
coming out and voicing their opinion and said we do hear them.  He thanked Mrs. Holman and her
staff for such hard work getting our kids back five-days a week and said it is awesome.

J. Fatzinger thanked Jess Moyer for putting in the words of what a lot of us are feeling but not being
able to articulate it ourselves.  He said he appreciates what she said and how she said it.

W. Dellicker thanked everyone for coming out tonight and appreciates all of the civility since this is an
emotional topic for everyone.  He said we will work through this and asked for patience and trust.

10.05 Meeting Announcements
Workshop Meeting was held on September 1, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Board Room.
Executive Session for Personnel was held after the Workshop Meeting on September 1, 2021 in the
Board Room.

Executive Session for Legal was held on September 10, 2021 at 5:00 PM via Zoom.

Workshop Meeting will be on October 6, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Board Room
Executive Session for Personnel will be on October 6, 2021 after the Workshop Meeting in the Board
Room

Board Meeting will be on October 20, 2021 at 7:00 PM in the Board Room.

11. Adjournment
Upon motion by A. Rex    , seconded by J. Fatzinger  , the meeting was adjourned at 9:56 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

John Casciano, Secretary
By S. Eisenhard, Assistant Secretary


