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Northwestern Lehigh School District 
6493 Rt. 309, New Tripoli PA 18066 

SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
District Board Room 

Wednesday, November 18, 2015, 7:00 PM 

 
MINUTES 

 
1.  Opening 
Procedures 

  

 1.01 Call to Order  
  The November 18, 2015 Board Meeting of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board 

of Directors was called to order at 7:07 PM by President Paul Fisher. 
   
 1.02 Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence. 
   
 1.03 Roll Call 
 
 
 

 PR/AB 
PR Willard Dellicker PR Ronald Morrison  PR Darryl Schafer  
PR Paul Fisher PR Joseph Reiter AB LeRoy Sorensen 
PR Todd Hernandez PR Greg Sanders PR Phil Toll  

  Also Present:  
 
Jennifer Casale, Noreen Kromer, Bonnie Millward, Grace Horn, Sue Horn, Gail & Tim 
Majewski, Alyssa Majewski, Cathy Creveling, Vicki Kistler, Jessica Long, Makenna Long, 
Jodi Stanley, Autumn Stanley, Camille Stanley, Kristine Dangello, Danielle Yanck, Laura 
George, Karen McCloskey, Carol Bettler, Raymond Nemeth, Charlene Rauscher, 
Kathleen Kehs, Ashleigh Bottazzi, Megan Williams, Katie Narkin, Athalie Fogal, Madison 
Schettig, Lexi Sohaney, Victoria Walker, Sandra Williams, Elsa Kerschner of 
Northwestern Press, Blue Ridge Cable Channel 13, John Freund, Esq., Aileen Yadush, 
Amy Wahl, Maria Pulli, Jill Berlet, Andrea Edmonds, LeAnn Stitzel, Andrea Madochick, 
Arthur Oakes, Luann Matika, Leslie Frisbie, Jennifer Holman, Mary Anne Wright and 
Janine Partenio. 
 

 1.04 Approval of Agenda 
  P. Fisher recommended the utilization of a consent agenda for items 6.01-6.08 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  P. Toll Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
 1.05 President welcomed guests 
   
 1.06 President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment and there was none 

at the time. 
   
 1.07 Approval of Minutes, as attached, for October 21, 2015 
  J. Reiter recommended a change to add that he wholeheartedly supported W. Dellicker’s 

book and would like it to be available in the school library. 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
 1.08 Student Recognition/Presentations 
  Kris Dangello introduced Assistant Coach Cathy Creveling and the Northwestern Lehigh 

School District Cheerleaders:  Madison Schettig, Megan Williams, Athalie Fogal, Katie 
Narkin, Lexi Sohaney, Victoria Walker and Sandra Williams.  They discussed the types of 
activities they carry out during a season.  These included working for the Recreation 
Commission at Night in the Country, things they do for the football team, and what they 
do to promote school spirit. They ended with a video of their competition routine from 
last week.  K. Dangello announced they placed 2nd at the competition.  P. Fisher thanked 
the cheerleaders for sharing their season.  Dr. Wright said Certificates of Appreciation 
will be sent to all of the cheerleaders in attendance. 
 
Kathleen Kehs presented art work which was displayed around the Board room by the 
High School Art Students:  Symantha Missmer, Alyssa Majewski, Grace Horn, Megan 
Williams, Megan Ondush, Samantha Freil, Jennifer Casale, Hallie Harrington, Jaclyn 
Hardcastle, Ashleigh Botazzi, Elizabeth Fidler, Kayla Maskornick, Autumn Stanley, Jacob 
Stevens and Alexander Smith.  The art topics were Ceramics & Crafts, Book Sculpture, 



 

261 

November 18, 2015 Board Meeting Minutes 

Drawing & Painting, and 3D Design.  P. Fisher and Dr. Wright presented Certificates of 
Appreciation to the art students and thanked them for their beautiful work and for 
sharing their talents. 
 
High School Student Representative, Josephine Steidinger gave an update to the Board.  
She said the National Honor Society induction occurred on November 12th with 49 
inductees and the Science National Honor Society induction also occurred on November 
12th with 36 inductees.  Kylie Cloonan was inducted into the Lehigh Career and 
Technical Institute Honors Society 
 
J. Steidinger announced the Key Club held a blood drive on November 5, 2015 with 82 
registered donors and 67 donated pints.  She said on November 20, 2015 the high 
school will be welcoming actors from the "WillPower" division of the Pennsylvania 
Shakespeare Festival.  She explained there will be two performances of the play "The 
Tragedy of Julius Caesar.”  She said the shows will take place in the HS auditorium from 
8:50-10:30 AM and 12:10-1:50 PM.  She mentioned the HS Language Arts department 
was extending an invitation to Dr. Wright, the administrative team, as well as the entire 
board of school directors.   
 
J. Steidinger mentioned the Bo Tkach Foundation is partnering with Aevidum to kick off 
the campaign for mental health awareness on December 3rd at Penn’s Peak in Jim 
Thorpe. She said students and teachers will be attending from Carbon County High 
Schools, Northern Lehigh and Northwestern Lehigh. She said the training is sponsored 
by the Bo Tkach Foundation and the family of Robert Best of Northern Lehigh.  
 
J. Steidinger announced: 

 The Boys Soccer team won the League Championship, District XI AA 
Championship, and was PIAA State Semifinalist. 

 The Girls Soccer team was the League Silver Medalist and qualified for the 
District XI AA Tournament. 

 The Girls Cross Country Team earned the Silver Medal at the District XI AA Meet 
and qualified for States where they finished 7th as a team.   

 Robbie Leiser place 7th at the District XI AA Cross Country Meet and qualified 
for states. 

 Maddie Consuelos placed 7th and Molly Tarvin place 5th at the District XI AA 
Cross Country Meet.  Maddie Consuelos also placed 27th at the PIAA State Meet. 
The team finished 7th in the State at Hershey on November 7th 

 The Varsity Cheerleaders won the Silver Medal at the Colonial League 
Competition. 

 The Varsity Football Team will be playing for the District XI AA Championship 
Friday night at 7:00 PM at Notre Dame. 

   
 1.09 Board President’s Report 
  P. Fisher announced that on Monday he, Mr. Shafer, Dr. Wright and Mrs. Holman 

attended PSBA’s Budget Action Day at the State Capitol in Harrisburg.  He said they 
assembled in the Majority Caucus Room where they heard from Representative Frank 
Dermody and Representative David Reed on the latest components of the budget 
framework.  They also heard from Executive Directors of PSBA, PASA, PASBO and 
PARSS. 
 
P. Fisher explained in the morning, they met with Senator Pat Browne and advocated for 
passing the budget that was favorable for the Commonwealth as well as Northwestern 
Lehigh School District’s educational mission.  He stated they also emphasized the 
challenges and actions that the Administration and Board would like to see included 
from the local perspective.  He said they also attended an educational press conference 
at 11:30am on the rotunda steps and met with Representative Gary Day to advocate for 
the passing of a favorable budget as well. 

   
 1.10 Superintendent’s Report 
  Dr. Wright announced that she and J. Holman met with Lt. Nederostek and two other 

troopers from PSP to discuss safety and security at the District.  She said there is an 
outstanding working relationship with the PA State Police in Fogelsville and is thankful 
for their partnership to help keep students, employees, and the community safe. 
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Dr. Wright congratulated the Middle School employees, students, and families for 
raising over $15,000 through their Pink-Out efforts.  She said proceeds will be 
donated to the Pediatric Center at Lehigh Valley Health Network. 
 
Dr. Wright spoke about Mrs. Roberta Marcus, who is a school board member at 
Parkland for the last 20 years.  She announced that last night was Roberta's last 
meeting.  She attended Parkland’s school board meeting, along with P. Fisher and D. 
Schafer, where Roberta was recognized for her service.  She thanked Roberta for her 
work and for her mentoring and role modeling she provided to countless board 
members and administrators. 
 
Dr. Wright congratulated all students who were recognized and inducted into 
Northwestern Lehigh School District’s National Honor Society, Science National Honor 
Society, and Lehigh Career & Technical Institute’s National Honor Society last week.  
 
Dr. Wright mentioned the superintendents from CLIU 21 had the opportunity to meet 
with the Secretary of Education, Mr. Pedro Rivera last week.  She said Mr. Rivera is 
aware of the flaws and negative issues related to SPP scores, teacher evaluations and 
Problem Based Assessments as related to passing the Keystone Exams.  She 
explained that he is confident that the department will work with the educators of PA, 
the US Department of Education, and the legislature to resolve issues related to those 
topics and that passing a budget right now is the immediate priority.  She mentioned 
the House and Senate are supporting the postponement of the Keystones as a 
graduation requirement from the class of 2017 to the class of 2019. 
 
Dr. Wright announced the Department of Education will be holding an SPP feedback 
session on December 10, 2015 at 10:00 AM at CLIU 21.  There are representatives 
from Northwestern Lehigh who will offer feedback and suggestions for changes to the 
School Performance Profile. 
 
Dr. Wright mentioned how the Senate is seriously considering SB 76 and the elimination 
of property taxes through an increase in sales tax and personal income tax.  She 
questioned where Northwestern Lehigh School District would be right now if property 
taxes did not exist.  She said the Legislature and Governor did not meet the budget 
deadline of June 30, 2015 and the District is not receiving any state revenue (which is 
currently about 30% of the budget).  She explained the District could have been in a 
position with no revenue for the past 5 months and would probably not have been able 
to educate our children for the first quarter of the school year.  She believes SB 76 will 
remove more local control from our schools and Harrisburg will be making more 
decisions that affect students as well as taxpayers. 
 
Dr. Wright read a complimentary e-mail sent from the Principal at Lewisburg Area 
High School.  The email read:  “I just wanted to congratulate you and your soccer 
team on an excellent season and a great game last evening.  Your boys played hard 
the entire game and demonstrated very good sportsmanship afterwards. I was 
especially impressed with your goalie who made a point of congratulating the 
Lewisburg fans and administration as he was leaving and who said it was a well-
deserved win. Several people commented on what a class act he was and I thought 
that said so much about him and his character, as I know how hard it is after a tough 
loss.”  Dr. Wright announced the goalie was Kyle Belhorn. 

   
2.  Personnel    
 2.01 Approval of personnel items as listed: 
  A.  RETIREMENTS/RESIGNATIONS: 

1. Recommendation to remove Edward Snyder as a substitute Bus Driver, effective 
October 23, 2015, as per his request.  

 
2. Recommendation to remove Lucille Gressley as a substitute Bus Driver, effective 

November 10, 2015, as per her request.   
 
3. Recommendation to remove Glenn Frey as a substitute Teacher, effective October 

27, 2015, as per his request.    
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4. Recommendation to remove Frank Berleth as a substitute Teacher, effective 

November 3, 2015, as per his request.   
 
5. Recommendation to remove Matthew Geist as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective October 29, 2015, due to no response to communication. 
 
6. Recommendation to remove Harry Griffiths as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective October 29, 2015, due to no response to communication.   
 
7. Recommendation to remove Susan Shankweiler as a Class F, substitute Van Driver 

and a substitute Instructional Assistant, effective October 30, 2015, as per her 
request.   

 
8. Recommendation to remove Alfred Hallman as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective November 5, 2015, as per his request. 
 
9. Recommendation to remove Chad Xander as a Class F, substitute Van Driver, 

effective November 5, 2015, as per his request.    
 
10. Recommendation to remove Emily Fenstermaker as a substitute Food Service 

Worker, effective November 2, 2015, due to no response to communication.    
 
B.  APPOINTMENTS/NEW EMPLOYEES: 
1.   Recommendation to add Jacqueline Warnagiris to the substitute Secretary list, 

effective November 2, 2015, at a rate of $11.49/hr.   
 
2.   Recommendation to add the following as Class F, substitute Van Drivers, effective 

date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at $13.00/hr.: 
 

a. David Holubowski 
b. Christopher Moses 
c. Pamela Shuey 
d. Susan Perl 
e. Cheryl Nagle 
f. Harold Carpenter 
 

3.   Recommendation to add the following as snow removal employees, effective date 
pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at $22.00/hr.: 

 
a. David Holubowski 
b. Christopher Moses 
c. Pamela Shuey 
d. Susan Perl 
e. Cheryl Nagle 
f. Harold Carpenter 
g. Noreen Kromer 
h. Thomas Nagle 
i. Krystal White 
 

4.   Recommendation to add the following as bus cleaning/seat repair employees, 
effective date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at 
$12.23/hr.: 

 
a. David Holubowski 
b. Christopher Moses 
c. Pamela Shuey 
d. Susan Perl 
e. Cheryl Nagle 
f. Harold Carpenter 
g. Noreen Kromer 
h. Thomas Nagle 
i. Krystal White 
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5.   Recommendation to add the following to the substitute Instructional Assistant list, 

effective date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at 
$11.49/hr.: 

 
a. Jacqueline Warnagiris 
b. Sally Sayre 
c. Vicki Kistler 

 
6.   Recommendation to add the following to the substitute Custodian list, effective date 

pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at $12.23/hr.: 
 

a. Salvatore Crivellaro 
b. Susan Perl 
c. Sara Tivner 
 

7.   Recommendation to add the following to the substitute Teacher list, effective date 
pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at a starting rate of 
$105/day: 

 
a. Pamela Cooper 
b. Paige Pyatt 
c. Sally Sayre 
d. Darryl Schucker 
 

8.   Recommendation to add the following to the substitute Guest Teacher list, effective 
date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at a starting rate 
of $105/day: 

 
a. Stephanie Funk 
b. Vicki Kistler    
c. Preston Kucsan 
 

9.   Recommendation to add the following to the substitute Food Service Worker list, 
effective date pending the receipt and approval of all necessary paperwork, at a 
starting rate of $9.85/hr.: 

 
a. Angela Dalrymple 
b. Sara Tivner 

 
C.  OTHER ACTIONS: 
1. Approval to grant tenure to Lissa Opolsky, High School Language Arts Teacher, 

after completion of three (3) years of satisfactory service to the District per 
Administrative recommendations, effective October 27, 2015.   

 
2. Recommendation to change the status of Audrey Bacher from a part-time 

Instructional Assistant to a substitute Teacher, effective November 26, 2015.    
 
3. Recommendation to correct the stipend for Jayme Porrino, Assistant Field Hockey 

Coach, from $3,133.10 to $3,655.29. 
 
4. Request for approval of unpaid days for Janice Surman, part-time Instructional 

Assistant, for December 2 & 3, 2015. 
 
5. Request for approval of unpaid days for Dianne Searcy, part-time Technology 

Support Partner, for November 20 & 23, 2015.   
 
6. Request for approval of unpaid days for Stephanie Dunbar, part-time Instructional 

Assistant for November 10-17, 2015. 
 
7. Request for approval of unpaid days for Jessica Ellex, part-time Instructional 

Assistant, for November 10 & 11, 2015. 
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8. Request for approval of unpaid days for Tammy Rex, part-time Instructional 
Assistant for January 26-29, 2016. 

 
9. Request for approval of unpaid days for Denise Barone Kilanoski, part-time 

Instructional Assistant for November 23-25, 2015. 
 
10. Request for approval of unpaid days for Jaimie Pope, part-time Bus Driver, for 

October 15, 2015 with an end date to be determined.   
 
11. Any additional personnel action. 

 
L. Matika introduced Vickie Kistler as a Guest Teacher.  V. Kistler thanked everyone for 
accepting her as a guest teacher and said she cannot wait to express her knowledge 
and experience in the classrooms. 
 
A. Oakes introduced Noreen Kromer as a substitute Van Driver.  N. Kromer said she was 
a graduate of Northwestern Lehigh School District in 1971 and she thanked the Board 
for accepting her application. 
 
W. Dellicker and P. Fisher welcomed the new employees. 

  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
3.  Curriculum/ 
Building Issues 

  

 3.01 * Approval of CLIU 21 Title I Services for St. John Neumann in Slatington, PA 
and St. Joseph the Worker in Orefield, PA in the amount of $3,731.09 

  L. Stitzel explained this was addressed at the last Education Committee Meeting.  She 
said this contract is brought forth each year for reading support for Non-Public Students. 

  Moved:  D. Schafer Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
 3.02 * Final approval of the Strategic Plan for 2016-2019 as described in attached 

documents. 
  J. Holman explained this was expressed in the August Curriculum Meeting and brought 

forth for first reading at the October 21, 2015 Board Meeting.  J. Holman thanked the 
team involved for their extensive work on the project. 

  Moved:  P. Toll Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
4.  Policies   
 4.01 First Reading  
  * Recommendation for First Reading, with committee revisions, of the following policies: 

 
303 Identification Tags 
315 Employee Recognition 

   
 4.02 Second Reading and Final Approval  
  * Recommendation for Second Reading and Final Approval of the following policies: 

 
103 - Non-Discrimination in School and Classroom Practices 
248 - Unlawful Harassment 
348 - Unlawful Harassment 
 
P. Toll explained these policies were amended to include gender expression, as well as 
other categories, to the non-discrimination and harassment policies.  R. Morrison did not 
support the amendment to the policies. 

  Moved:  P. Toll Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  1 Nay 
   
 4.03 Rescind  
  * Recommendation to Rescind the following policies: 

 
448 Unlawful Harassment (Professional Employees) 
448a Unlawful Harassment Reporting Form (Professional Employees) 
512 Substitute Teachers 
548 Unlawful Harassment (Support Employees) 
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548a Unlawful Harassment Reporting Form (Support Employees) 
 
P. Toll explained these policies rescinded are being replaced by the new ones 
implemented in the 200 and 300 categories.  L. Matika added that the substitute teacher 
policy being rescinded is currently addressed in policy 305. 

  Moved:  P. Toll Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
 4.04 * Approval to accept Administration's Response to a request for Bathroom and 

Locker Room Use Policy 
  Dr. Wright said the Administration’s Response was reviewed at the November 2, 2015 

Policy Committee Meeting.  P. Fisher added that this was not an implementation of a 
Policy but rather an Administrative Guideline and Procedure.  W. Dellicker suggested 
adding a Board approved date of November 18, 2015 on the Response memo.  R. 
Morrison did not support the Administration’s Response. 

  Moved:  P. Toll Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  7 Aye,  1 Nay 
   
5.  Operations   
 5.01 * Approval of the EH&S Compliance Solution for MSDSonline for a period of 

three years at an annual cost of $2,999.00 
  A. Oakes said this is part of the yearly requirement to update safety data sheets.  He 

explained that it will be done online this year.  P. Toll believed it was expensive for an 
online procedure.  A. Oakes explained this option was considerably cheaper than doing 
paper forms.  G. Sanders agreed. 

  Moved:  G. Sanders Seconded:  W. Dellicker Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
6.  District 
Finances 

  

Consent Agenda 
items 6.01-6.08 

6.01 * Approval of the 2014/2015 Final Budget Transfers 

   
 6.02 * Approval to commit Fund Balance as of June 30, 2015. 
   
 6.03 * Approval of the 2015/2016 Budget Transfers 
   
 6.04 * Approval of the agreement with Fitness Headquarters, Wilkes-Barre, PA for 

HS Fitness Center preventative maintenance 2 times/year at a rate of 
$995/visit. 

   
 6.05 * Approval of contracts for Community Education Classes for Winter/Spring 

2016 
  

Instructor Class  Contract 
Amount Dates 

Sharon Schnyder 

Yoga -Session 1(MONDAY)

         Session 2(MONDAY)

240.00 

300.00 

Jan 11- March 7, 2016 

April 4 – May 23, 2016 

Heather Browning 

  

Zumba – Session 1  

              Session 2 

300.00 

420.00 

January 5 – February 23, 2016 

March 15 – May 31, 2016 

Julie Jarrah 

  

Yoga- Session 1 
(THURSDAY) 

300.00 March 10 – May 5, 2016 

Marci Piecienski 

(Meets 2x a 
week) 

Strength and Endurance 1 

(twice a week) 

720.00 

  

January 11 – April 6, 2016 

  

Deb Zvanut 

  

Basketweaving 1 

Basketweaving 2 

Basketweaving 3 

210.00 

157.50 

240.00 

January 19 and 26, 2016 

February 9, 2016 

February 29 and March 7, 2016 
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Basketweaving 4 

Basketweaving 5 

157.50 

240.00 

April 12, 2016 

May 3 and 10, 2016 

     
 6.06 * Approval of the Service Agreement for the main campus internet service with 

PenTeleData at a monthly fee of $1,300 for a contract term of 7/1/16 - 
6/30/21 for a service connection with a speed of 1 gigabit per second. 

   
 6.07 * Approval of the Grant application for up to $1500 in order to cover costs 

associated with Science Olympiad registration, travel, and supplies. 
   
 6.08 Receive the following Reports for September: 
   Budget Report 
   Revenues Report  
   Treasurer’s Report 
  Fund 10 General Fund with a beginning balance of $30,932,136.40, receipts of 

$2,971,273.49, and disbursements of $2,766,553.59, leaving a balance of 
$31,136,856.30 
Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund with a beginning balance of $3,783,452.67, receipts of 
$769.76, disbursements of $948,258.04, leaving a balance of $2,835,964.39 
Fund 31 2009 General Obligations Note with a beginning balance of $10.11 receipts 
of $0, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $10.11. 
Fund 33 2008 General Obligations Bond with a beginning balance of $40.96, 
receipts of $0.01, disbursements of $0, leaving a balance of $40.97. 
Fund 50 Food Service Fund with a beginning balance of $700.00, receipts of 
$70,469.83, disbursements of $70,469.83, leaving a balance of $700.00. 

   EIT Report 
   Activity Fund Report 
   Comparison of Prior Year to Current Year Budget to Actual Expenditures by Object 

Report 
  The Reports were accepted as presented. 
  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  D. Schafer Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
 6.09 Approval of the following Bills as listed for payment: 
 Fund 10 General Fund check # 00072557 through 00072772 including electronic 

payments 
 Fund 22 Capital Reserve Fund check # 00000450 
 Fund 50 Food Service Fund check # 00006457 through 00006470 
 Fund 51 Tiger Concessions Fund check # 00001364 through 00001371 
 Procurement card purchases totaling $13,844.75 
  L. Frisbie explained to the Board that notice had been made to the charter schools 

regarding the withholding of the 30%.  She said this month’s bills reflect the changes 
put into effect.  J. Reiter questioned if the procurement card purchases made were for 
the refreshment stand.  L. Frisbie said yes.  The Bills were approved for payment as 
presented. 

 Moved:  G. Sanders Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   
7.  Other 
Reports  

  

 7.01 Enrollment Report 
  Dr. Wright explained the changes made to the enrollment report.  She said the 

enrollment report had been including the IU students as part of the Weisenberg and 
Middle School enrollment number.  Those students have been removed and added to 
the Out-of-District number of students.  She explained the report had been amended to 
reflect this since July.  She explained this will be researched to see how far in the past 
that the reports will have to be amended.  G. Sanders asked if this affected the 
enrollment study.  Dr. Wright said it would have been skewed by about 25 students. 

   
 7.02 Foundation Report 
  L. Stitzel said she will have an update after December’s meeting. 
   
 7.03 Committee Reports 
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 Legislation 
 R. Morrison announced HB 1510 is in committee for Human Resources.  He said there 

has been a strong push by PSBA not to support the elimination of the index. 
 

P. Fisher announced SB 880 which delays implementation of the Keystone Exams as a 
graduation requirement until the 2018/2019 school year.  He explained it was voted out 
of the House Education Committee yesterday and laid on the House table.  He said 
hopefully, within the next three to fifteen days, it will be voted on. 
 
D. Schafer explained the SB 909 back end referendum and SB 76 are on the docket to 
vote next Thursday.  He said this will increase sales tax and many members have a 
problem with increasing the sales tax to this level. 

  
 Intermediate Unit 
 D. Schafer said the IU approved their general budget for next year and the SAC Council 

approved theirs as well.  He explained that the IU decided not to make a PSERS 
payment due to the budget impasse.  He said the IU just approved an agreement with 
the Support Staff and he presented a video to the Board and the public to show what 
the staff do and what the IU has to offer.  He said majority of the staff is on a 1:1 basis 
and applauded all the work the staff has done. 

  
 Lehigh Career & Technical Institute 
 W. Dellicker announced that LCTI will have their Reorganization Meeting on December 

9, 2015.  He said with the new budget, the Perkins funds will have a reduction due to 
Allentown “gaining in wealth.”  Labs will be cut in half for the 3rd year in a row.  PSERS 
and health care are the biggest attributors to the budget increase.  There is a 
contingency put in for budget impasse with the state to approve transfer of funds from 
productions funds (house built by students).  He announced the excess revenue total is 
$254,000, of that $13,667 will be allocated to Northwestern Lehigh School District.  He 
said Bausch will be providing a grant for $19,500 for a STEAM initiative for engineering 
labs. 
 
G. Sanders asked why the labs are being cut if there is excess revenue.  W. Dellicker 
said it is set up by the JOC for funds to be allocated to specialized areas.  He said 
equipment will still be available; it will just not be the most up-to-date/state of the art 
equipment on the market. 

  
 Lehigh Carbon Community College 
 P. Fisher said the last meeting had a presentation on Strategic Planning and Assessment 

by the Associate Dean of Planning and Assessment, Dr. Ceil Connelly-Weida, and the 
Professor of Business and Coordinator of Business Program, Rachel Plaksa.  He 
explained the presentation touched upon leadership team focus areas, the academic 
plan for 2015-2018, and quartile data benchmarks by The National Community College 
Benchmark Project. 
 
P. Fisher announced that LCCC approved a resolution to expand 3C scholarship offerings 
for Carbon County students and the LCCC 2016/2017 budget briefing will be held on 
Monday, November 23, 2015 for superintendents, business managers and LCCC 
trustees. 

  
 Recreation Commission 
 R. Morrison said the Recreation Commission was in the process of rethinking the plans 

for the walking path and trees that are to be planted. 
  
8.  Old Business   
  None 
   

 
 

9.  New 
Business 

  

 9.01 Approval of Lehigh Carbon Community College Resolution to Extend the 
Approval for the Purchase of Real Estate. 
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  Moved:  W. Dellicker Seconded:  J. Reiter Vote:  8 Aye,  0 Nay 
   

10. 
Communications 

  

 10.01 President offered courtesy of the floor for public comment and there was none 
at the time. 

  
 10.02 Communications/Notes for the Board from Greg Sanders, Secretary 
  G. Sanders announced the invitation by the Language Arts Department saying "The 

Tragedy of Julius Caesar" will be performed Next Friday, November 20, at the high 
school by actors from the "WillPower" division of the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival.  
He said there will be two performances in the HS auditorium from approximately 8:50-
10:30 AM and 12:10-1:50 PM. 
 
G. Sanders also announced the receipt of a response letter from Heidleberg township 
regarding the utilization of local ambulances.  Dr. Wright said originally they had 
Northampton Regional EMS as 2nd responders.  She explained they have since changed 
it to Cetronia Ambulance Corps. 

  
 10.03 Administrative/Building Sharing 
  Dr. Wright announced it was the last meeting for four Board Members:  J. Reiter, R. 

Morrison, G. Sanders and L. Sorensen.  She said they had spent many hours together 
over the last four years and that the departing members always had the best interest of 
the District in mind when making decisions.  She thanked them for all of their time 
spent and for their dedication to the students at Northwestern Lehigh School District. 
 
J. Partenio announced to the Board there were gifts from Mrs. Smoyer’s art students at 
each place setting for the Board members to take home with them that evening. 
 
J. Holman said more information for Weisenberg’s internet should be coming in January. 
 
L. Frisbie sent her thanks to the out-going Board members. 
 
A. Yadush announced there will be a parent workshop on Tuesday and thanked the 
guidance department for their assistance.  She also thanked Kathy Kehs for being a 
“one woman Art Department.”  She said Mrs. Kehs teaches six levels of art and two 
independent study classes. 
 
A. Wahl thanked the Board for attending the Pink-Out at the Middle School and she 
thanked the students for their hard work.  She said they raised almost $16,000 for 
pediatric cancer.  She also said parent-teacher conferences start on Friday. 
 
M. Pulli said Northwestern Elementary had their 1st Marking Period assembly awards 
today.  She said there was a Veterans Day celebration last week and that there were 
over 1,300 names submitted to be honored.  She also said parent-teacher conferences 
were coming up. 
 
J. Berlet announced Weisenberg Elementary had their first Veterans Day celebration last 
week.  She said they had a parent visit day and 120 parents stopped in. She also 
announced the 1st Marking period assembly awards would be on Friday.  She explained 
the Race for Education far surpassed the $15,000 goal that was set and as a result the 
students will be turning her into a sundae. 
 
A. Madochick thanked the departing members and wished everyone a wonderful holiday. 

  
 10.04 Board Member Sharing 
  T. Hernandez wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

 
G. Sanders said he always kept the best interest of the District in mind when making 
decisions.  He challenged the incoming Board to keep the staff, the students and the 
taxpayers in mind when making decisions as well. 
 
R. Morrison thanked the constituents for the opportunity to serve the last four years.  
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He thanked the administration and staff.  He believes there had been many positive 
things implemented into the District.  He said it was awesome to serve on different 
committees and announced that he will now be serving as the Weisenberg Auditor as he 
had been elected via write-in vote. 
 
P. Toll said the term “Tiger Pride” fits for all four outgoing members.  He commended J. 
Berlet on a job well done with the Veterans Day celebration at Weisenberg.  He hopes it 
will continue yearly. 
 
W. Dellicker wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and sent his best wishes to the 
outgoing Board Members. 
 
J. Reiter said it had been quite an experience on the Board for the last four years.  He 
said a lot was accomplished in these last four years.  He was glad that everyone was so 
helpful and diligent and said he is not giving up on the pursuit of implementing a trap 
team at the District.  He also thanked everyone. 
 
D. Schafer thanked A. Wahl and William Dovico for the great job they did for the Pink-
Out celebration.  He said he could see the team spirit in the Middle School that day.  He 
thanked all the outgoing members and said he will miss their input. 
 
P. Fisher thanked the outgoing members for their service to the District and said they 
deserve recognition for all of the time and effort put in.  He encouraged everyone to 
read a book by Don Miguel-Ruiz called The Four Agreements.  He said it was very 
instrumental to how we live our lives.  He wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving and 
announced refreshments would follow the meeting to honor the departing members. 

  
 10.05 Committee Meetings 
  Committee Meetings held this month: 

   Policy, 11/2/15 @ 6 PM, Board Rm. 
   Operations, 11/2/15 @ 7 PM, Board Rm. 
   Personnel, 11/4/15 @ 6 PM, Conf. Rm. 
   Finance, 11/4/15 @ 7:30 PM, Board Rm. 
   Education, 11/12/15 @ 1 PM, Board Rm. 
  
An Executive Session was held on 10/21/15 at LCTI in the JOC Board Room after the 
Board Meeting for legal purposes. 
 
An Executive Session was held on 11/4/15 in the Board Rm. after the Finance 
Committee Meeting for legal purposes. 
  
An Executive Session was held on 11/18/15 in the Board Rm. at 6:30 PM for legal 
purposes. 
  
The December 2, 2015 Reorganization Meeting will be held at 7:00 PM in the Board Rm. 
The Regular Board Meeting will immediately follow. 

   
11. Adjournment   
  Upon motion by J. Reiter, seconded by G. Sanders, the meeting was adjourned at 9:06 

PM. 
   
  * Discussed in Committee Meeting 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
  
Greg Sanders, Secretary 
By J. Partenio, Recording Secretary 

 
 


