Northwestern Lehigh School District
6493 RT 309, New Tripoli PA 18066
SPECIAL BOARD MEETING
District Board Room
Wednesday, October 7, 2020 at 5:00 PM

1. Opening Procedures

1.01 Call to Order

The October 7, 2020 Special Board Meeting Of the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of
Directors was called to order at 5:12 PM by President Willard Dellicker.

1.02 Opening exercises included the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence

1.03 Roll Call

PR/AB
PR | John Casciano PR | Todd Hernandez | PR | Alan Rex
PR | Willard Dellicker PR | Todd Leiser PR | Rachael Scheffler
PR | Joseph Fatzinger PR | James Warfel

Also Present:
Rebecca Hite, Rosemarie Lister, Phillip Toll, Jessica Moyer, Luann Matika, Leslie Frisbie, Troy Sosnovik,
Jennifer Holman and Janine Partenio.

1.04 Approval of Agenda
Moved:]. Fatzinger Seconded: R. Scheffler Vote: 8 Aye, 0 Nay
1.05 President welcomed guests

1.06 Courtesy of the Floor
None at the time.

2. Meeting Business

2.01 Announcement of Meeting Business

W. Dellicker announced that the purpose of the Special Meeting is to fill a vacancy on the Board with
an eligible Candidate.

On September 17, 2020 an advertisement was placed in the Morning Call stating Effective September
2, 2020, a vacancy exists on the Board of School Directors of the Northwestern Lehigh School District.
In accordance with the Pennsylvania School Code, the remaining members of the Board intend to fill
the vacancy at a public meeting within thirty (30) days. The individual appointed will serve until
December 6, 2021.

In addition to being a current resident of the District, Section 322 of the Public School Code of 1949 as
amended limits eligibility to: Any citizen of this Commonwealth, having a good moral character, being
eighteen (18) years of age or upwards, and having been a resident of the district for at least one (1)
year, prior to the date of his/her election or appointment. There are further limitations relating to
those who hold other government offices or positions in the School District.

Eligible individuals interested in being considered for this vacant office should submit a letter of
application, which must be received (mailed, emailed, faxed, or hand carried) by September 30, 2020
at 4:00 PM addressed to the Northwestern Lehigh School District Board of School Directors, C/O Board
Secretary, 6493 Route 309, New Tripoli, PA 18066. The letter of application must include the
applicant's address, telephone number, current resume, and a statement of the reasons why the
applicant desires to serve as a school director.



Each new eligible candidate may be interviewed in a public meeting to be held on October 7, 2020,
beginning at 5:00 p.m. The meeting will be virtual and connection information may be found on the
District website at https://www.nwlehighsd.org/schoolboard. The Board of School Directors intends to
appoint the new director to fill the current vacancy at the regular board meeting to be conducted on
October 7, 2020 at 7:00 PM.

2.02 Candidate Information
W. Dellicker announced that three Candidates; Phillip Toll, Rebecca Hite and Rosemarie Lister; applied
with Letters of Interest and Resumes for the Board Vacancy.

2.03 Board Interviews
Each candidate was interviewed and received the same questions given by Superintendent, Jennifer
Holman.

2.04 Board Discussion

W. Dellicker asked the Board to come up with a consensus to take to the Workshop Meeting this
evening in order to choose a candidate to fill the vacancy for the next year. R. Scheffler asked the
Board to consider equity, diversity and inclusion by placing another female on the Board to replace
Marci Piescienski. She said it would be nice to have someone who also has students in the District in
order to keep the connection between the community and the District and have fresh perspectives.

T. Leiser said he appreciated P. Toll’s contract review experience; however, he agreed with R.
Scheffler and believed R. Lister would do a great job on the Board. He said she was very involved
with the community and athletics. He believes she can contribute something different with her
healthcare background and grant related work.

J. Fatzinger appreciated all three candidates' answers and said this was the hardest decision he had to
make on the Board. He said he had always appreciated P. Toll’s fiscal responsibility and contract
reviews; however, he agreed with the diversity recommendation. He also agreed with T. Leiser and
believed R. Lister would bring good fiscal and healthcare responsibility to the District.

J. Warfel gave compliments to everyone for coming forward to be involved. He thanked P. Toll for all
of his work on the Board; however, he agreed with the others. He believed R. Lister described
attributes that a Board Member would utilize.

A. Rex explained that anyone who is not chosen should not lose faith. He said he ran two times for a
vacancy and was not picked either time.

T. Hernandez thanked the candidates and said they all did very well. He asked them not to be
discouraged since he ran for a vacancy once also, and was not chosen.

J. Casciano said he appreciated P. Toll’s experience. He felt choosing P. Toll would be a logical choice
since they would not have to catch anyone up to speed; however he appreciated R. Lister’s interview,
in particular.

W. Dellicker discussed inclusion and diversity and the senior citizen population in the District. He
believed it was important to have children directly involved with the District but, the experience each
person brings to the Board is also important. He believed bringing P. Toll on the Board would cause
the least amount of disruption to the administration and staff in order to get the new Member up to
speed. He said it seems as though there were five Board Members in favor for R. Lister. R. Scheffler
formally suggested R. Lister as a candidate to fill the Board Vacancy. W. Dellicker said they will bring
R. Lister forward for a vote at the next meeting and if there are five votes in favor after the motion,
then we will welcome Mrs. Lister to the Board. He thanked all of the Candidates for applying and for
their interest and willingness to serve. J. Holman said she would change item 7.01 to reflect Mrs.
Rosemarie Lister as the candidate for a vote and Atty. Moyer will swear in R. Lister if she is approved.


https://www.nwlehighsd.org/schoolboard
https://www.nwlehighsd.org/schoolboard

3. Communications

3.01 Courtesy of the Floor

R. Lister thanked everyone for their support and commended R. Hite and P. Toll for their interviews.
She said she appreciated having the opportunity to speak with the Board, as well as the two other
candidates.

4. Adjournment
Upon motion by T. Leiser, seconded by R. Scheffler, the meeting was adjourned at 6:12 PM .

Respectfully submitted,

John Casciano, Secretary
By J. Partenio, Assistant Secretary



