
What’s the Next Step After 
High School?

Researching College and other 
Post-Secondary Options



• What school should I go to learn to be a 
chocolate candy worker?



How do I narrow my college 
search?

College Board’s Big Future College search 
engine let’s you narrow your focus.

• I would like to stay in Michigan
• I would like to study graphic design
• My GPA and ACT score are not what they 

should be, I am worried about getting in
• What if I start out at the community 

college?
• What about paying for college?



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search




Other college search websites
• http://www.princetonreview.com/SchoolSearch.aspx?sch

=COLLEGE
• https://cnsearch.collegenet.com/#/custom

• http://www.collegeview.com/collegesearch/index.jsp
• http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right- 

school?s_cid=content-center:college-hp
• http://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx
• http://www.allaboutcollege.com/colleges/united_states/u

sa.htm
*these are just a few to start with...there are others!  Try

“googling” your interests or colleges you are considering.

http://www.princetonreview.com/SchoolSearch.aspx?sch=COLLEGE
http://www.princetonreview.com/SchoolSearch.aspx?sch=COLLEGE
http://www.collegeview.com/collegesearch/index.jsp
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school?s_cid=content-center:college-hp
http://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/right-school?s_cid=content-center:college-hp
http://www.petersons.com/college-search.aspx
http://www.allaboutcollege.com/colleges/united_states/usa.htm
http://www.allaboutcollege.com/colleges/united_states/usa.htm
https://cnsearch.collegenet.com/#/custom


What if I am sure I will start out at 
the community college?

• Pick a two year college that you know will 
transfer to a four year college or university

• How do you know?
• http://www.macrao.org

This website allows students who have completed a 
course at a 
Michigan College or University to find the equivalency for 
that course at other Michigan Colleges or Universities

• Remember to consult a counselor at both the 
community college & the four year college you 
are planning on attending.

http://www.macrao.org/




How do I know what requirements I 
need to meet in order to transfer to a 

four year university?

• You can go back to College Board’s 
website to search by college name, then 
choose “For Transfer Students.”

• You can go directly to the college’s 
website, search “Admissions” or “Apply” 
and look for the link to “Transfer Students.”



https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-university-search/michigan-state- 
university?searchType=college&q=MichiganStateUniversity

https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-university-search/michigan-state-university?searchType=college&q=MichiganStateUniversity
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-university-search/michigan-state-university?searchType=college&q=MichiganStateUniversity


https://admissions.msu.edu/apply/transfer

https://admissions.msu.edu/apply/transfer


I just don’t think the traditional 
college setting is for me.  

What other options are out there?



Work Colleges: 
http://www.workcolleges.org/

• A work college is a type of institution of higher learning where student work 
is an integral and mandatory part of the educational process.  At a work 
college, all students work, regardless of their academic program or their 
financial need.

• Students typically work 10 to 15 hours per week, with jobs varying from 
teaching assistantships to nurturing animals on the campus grounds. The 
work programs at these work colleges are seen as being beneficial both to 
the student and the institution; the student is able to obtain work experience 
while in school, reduce their debt load, and meet college expenses, while 
the institution is able to hire fewer full-time staff.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_college
• Students are earning a four year degree in a Work College- the approach to 

obtaining that degree is non-traditional
• Work Study Colleges

1 Alice Lloyd College
2 Berea College
3 Blackburn College
4 College of the Ozarks
5 Ecclesia College
6 Sterling College
7 Warren Wilson College

http://www.workcolleges.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Work_college




Colleges That Change 
Lives: https://ctcl.org/

• “Colleges That Change Lives, Inc. (CTCL) is a non-profit
organization dedicated to the advancement and support
of a student-centered college search process. We
support the goal of each student finding a college that
develops a lifelong love of learning and provides the
foundation for a successful and fulfilling life beyond
college.”

• Use this website to search for colleges that fit the above 
category, and could be the best fit for you.
https://ctcl.org/category/college-profiles/

• Are there any Colleges That Change Lives here in
Michigan?

Hope College  www.hope.edu
Kalamazoo College  www.kzoo.edu

https://ctcl.org/
https://ctcl.org/category/college-profiles/
http://www.hope.edu/
http://www.kzoo.edu/




What if I don’t want to go to a four year 
college or university?

• I want to get trained and get to work as
soon as possible.

• I am really not interested in a four year
degree

• What other options do I have?



Vocational & Technical Training Options
• A. OCC offers several certificate and degree programs connected with

apprenticeship opportunities that provide a good value and offer students
the skills needed for several skilled trades.

• B. http://www.oaklandcc.edu/FutureStudents/CertificatePrograms.aspx is a
link to OCC’s accelerated career and certificate program offerings.  The
programs listed are completed in less than 45 weeks and range in cost
between $765 and $2500.

• C. http://www.oaklandcc.edu/Catalog/Programs/ProgramsAtoZ.aspx is a
link to all of OCC’s programs whether it is a degree or certificate program.
Students who are interested in obtaining training that will lead directly to
employment but unsure of what direction to take, this link will show all of
OCC’s offerings.

• D. https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/ is a link to all of Schoolcraft’s 
degree and program offerings.  Student can earn certificates or associates 
degree depending on their area of interest.

• E. https://www.rwm.org is a vocational school database for PRIVATE
schools offering vocational training throughout the country.  The site is easy
to navigate, but it should be stressed that this is a link for PRIVATE schools
only and students may be able to get the same training for a lesser cost
elsewhere.

• F. https://www.mitalent.org/job-seeker is a link to the job seekers page of 
the Michigan Talent website.  This public agency provides for job seekers 
information on finding a job, writing resumes, finding vocational training 
programs, etc.  It is a FREE service.

http://www.oaklandcc.edu/FutureStudents/CertificatePrograms.aspx
http://www.oaklandcc.edu/Catalog/Programs/ProgramsAtoZ.aspx
https://www.schoolcraft.edu/academics/
https://www.rwm.org
https://www.mitalent.org/job-seeker
https://www.oaklandcc.edu/


http://www.oaklandcc.edu/Catalog/Programs/ProgramsAtoZ.aspx

http://www.oaklandcc.edu/Catalog/Programs/ProgramsAtoZ.aspx


http://www.schoolcraft.edu/programs/programs.asp?p=ql

http://www.schoolcraft.edu/programs/programs.asp?p=ql


https://www.rwm.org

https://www.rwm.org


http://michiganworks.org/agencies/for-job-seekers/

http://michiganworks.org/agencies/for-job-seekers/


I am still not finding what I really 
want...what now?

• Try “googling” your area of interest.
• You will find MANY options to look into.
• Cross check the information- if it sounds

too good to be true, it might be!
-Call the school, program to get more information
-Ask for the information to be sent to you in writing
-Consult your counselor



Please remember some post secondary school 
options are better than others AND what is right for 
your friend, relative, or neighbor might not be right 
for you.  Soooo, use your RESOURCES!
• Do your own research
• Come up with options that appeal to you
• Consult your counselor
• Visit the schools or programs you are interested in
• Talk it over with your parents or other influential adults in

your life
• If cost is a factor, FIND out what other schools or

programs are out there for the same degree, certificate
or training.  What is the difference in cost?  It is your right
to get this information!

• Have fun!  This is an exciting time, and the more you
know, the better you will feel about your decision 
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