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Media Release 
 
Three CCSD schools earn awards in annual 

Holiday Festival of Lights greeting card 
competition 

 
James Island Elementary won Elementary School Division 

 
Charleston, SC – James Island Elementary School finished in first place in the 
Elementary School Division for the 2022 Holiday Festival of Lights Giant Greeting 
Card Competition. Harbor View Elementary School came in second in the same 
division, and Orange Grove Charter Middle School took second in the Middle School 
Division. 

This year, 38 specially-designed cards from student groups in Charleston, Berkeley, 
and Dorchester counties are on display in Santa’s Village at James Island County 
Park. 

James Island Elementary art teacher Suzanne Baranoski said a collaborative effort 
between their team of fourth and fifth graders and a teacher assistant led to their 
idea for the greeting card. 

"We were brainstorming ideas for something fun and related to the theme 'There's 
no place like home for the holidays,'" said Baranoski. "One of our Kindergarten 
assistants (Lynn Shepard) had the idea of a campground theme and 'home is 
wherever you are' since so many of us have been to the campground at James 
Island County Park. Our students were so excited for their art expressions to be 
rewarded in this way. Thank you, James Island County Park, for another awesome 
year!" 

Student groups compete in the elementary, middle, or high school division. The 
winners are selected by the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission. 
The top three schools in each division receive a plaque and cash award for use in 
their school arts program. 

All of the cards will be on display at the Holiday Festival of Lights through 
December 31, 2022. 
 
For more information, call CCSD’s Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303. 
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### 
 
About the Charleston County School District 

  
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing 
equitable and quality educational opportunities for all of its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in 
South Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles 
along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 49,000 students in 88 schools and specialized programs. 
 
CCSD offers a diverse, expanding portfolio of options and specialized programs, delivered through neighborhood, 
magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools. Options include programs in science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM); music and other creative and performing arts; career and 
technical preparation programs; and military. 
 


