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Media Release

CCSD hosts Early Learning Kindergarten
Readiness Symposium

Charleston, SC — Charleston County School District (CCSD) held an Early
Learning Kindergarten Readiness Symposium on November 30, 2022 to
expand collaboration among agencies. Local childcare providers and
municipal partners joined Kim Foxworth, the district’s Executive Director of
Early Learning Readiness Programs, and her team to engage and collaborate
on the important topic of early learning and kindergarten readiness. The
focus was to collectively identify and define the academic and social-
emotional skills of a Kindergarten-ready child.

The day-long symposium featured multiple breakout sessions led by state
agency leaders and local childcare providers. Sessions focused on readiness
resources, common expectations, and building collaborative networks. Dr.
Jill Dent, Bureau Director of Early Childhood for the Mississippi Department
of Education was the keynote speaker.

CCSD offers early childhood education from birth to five years old beginning
with Early Head Start (0-2 years old), Head Start (3-year-olds), and Child
Development (4K). The mission of CCSD's Early Learning community is to
provide rigorous, developmentally appropriate instruction that incorporates
social-emotional learning in a safe and nurturing environment.

“Convening all of our early childhood education practitioners and
stakeholders is crucial to ensuring we have common identifiers of readiness,
as well as the resources, supports, and training available to help get
students kindergarten ready,” said Foxworth.

Under the leadership of Foxworth, staff has begun to implement strategies
to address the gaps to ensure all children that enter CCSD system are
Kindergarten-ready.

“The expansion of seats in our early learning program is just one input into
the early learning component of the K-12 ecosystem as access,
opportunities, and engagement [or enrollment] must all occur in tandem to


https://youtu.be/lMyyGIrM98A
https://youtu.be/lMyyGIrM98A
https://contactmonkey.com/api/v1/tracker?cm_session=f0f1e867-3822-426f-91da-8d682ea0b6f1&cm_type=link&cm_link=7e87123d-37ec-4e08-ae2e-6ce5993d07f8&cm_destination=http://go.boarddocs.com/sc/charleston/Board.nsf/goto?open&id=CJPM8259F1F2

support successful outcomes of readiness,” Foxworth explained.

The symposium is CCSD’s first-ever gathering of local public and private childcare
providers, state agencies, higher education institutions, elected officials, and
municipal partners.

“Center-based, school district, and family home child care providers from the
Charleston community will build ties that ensure continued partnership in readying
all children for Kindergarten, positioning our community to remove barriers to
access for early learning opportunities,” explained Foxworth.

For more information, contact the Office of Communications at (843) 937-6303.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing equitable
and quality educational opportunities for all of its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in South
Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along
the coast. CCSD serves approximately 49,000 students in 88 schools and specialized programs.

CCSD offers a diverse, expanding portfolio of options and specialized programs, delivered through neighborhood,
magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools. Options include programs in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM), music and other creative and performing arts, career and
technical preparation programs, and military.



