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Media Release 
 

Wando culinary students earn top honors 
 
Mount Pleasant, SC — Wando High School’s Culinary Arts Program once again 
brought home several awards at the 2023 Family, Career, and Community Leaders 
of America (FCCLA) National Leadership Conference in Denver, CO. 
 
Principal Chas Coker said he was extremely proud of the culinary team. 
 
“These awards are just a testament to the hard work and dedication they have 
poured into their craft this year,” said Coker. “I can't wait to see what this amazing 
culinary program will do next.” 
  
All the program’s students, led by Chef Molly Gordon, came home as medalists. MJ 
Miller won gold in her Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation STAR Event and 
Breanna Williams earned gold for her Career Investigation STAR Event. Cooper 
Stapleton received a silver medal in his food innovations STAR event, and Darya 
Zlati earned a silver medal in the culinary arts competition.  
 
Additionally, culinary student Ramel Bagtas, the South Carolina FCCLA Vice 
President of Membership, attended state officer leadership training to help prepare 
him for a full year of incredible opportunities.  
 
Chef Gordon was selected as the 2023-2025 National FCCLA Head Culinary Advisor 
on The National Competitive Events Advisory Council. She also represented South 
Carolina by presenting a roundtable discussion on the importance of integrating 
culinary-related STAR Events into the classroom. 
 
“We had an incredible time in Denver,” said Chef Gordon. “I could not be prouder 
of how our students represented Charleston County School District. FCCLA 
certainly is the ultimate leadership experience.”  
 
For more information, contact Principal Chas Coker at (843) 849-2830. 
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About the Charleston County School District  

 
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing 
equitable and quality educational opportunities for all of its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in 
South Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles 
along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000 students in 88 schools and specialized programs. 
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CCSD offers a diverse, portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of 
CCSD through neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and 
programs. Rich educational opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM); music and other creative and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; 
and military; dual credit; and many more. 

 

 


