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Media Release 
 

Academic Magnet earns top-10 national 
ranking by U.S. News and World Report 

 
Five CCSD schools ranked in the top-25 in South Carolina 

 
Charleston, SC — Academic Magnet High School (AMHS) remains of the top high 
schools in the country according to the newest U.S. News & World Report national 
rankings. The national publication named Academic Magnet the eighth-best high 
school in the United States; this is the fifth consecutive year the Raptors made the 
top-10 on this list (AMHS was number one in the country in 2019 and number two 
2020 through 2022). 
 
“This recognition is only achievable with sustained great effort from a lot of great 
people,” said AMHS Principal and alum Jacob Perlmutter. “I feel 
extremely fortunate to work with such gifted students and teachers every day at 
Academic Magnet High School.” 
 
The U.S. News Best High Schools rankings include data on nearly 25,000 public 
high schools in 50 states and the District of Columbia. Nearly 18,000 schools were 
ranked on six factors based on their performance on state assessments and how 
well they prepare students for college. 
 
Academic Magnet is the fourth-best magnet high school in the nation as well. 
 
“It feels extraordinary to have the hard work that my classmates and I put into 
school for the last three plus years recognized on a national level," said Senior 
Wilson Swenson. 
 
Five schools from Charleston County School District (CCSD) are in the top-25 of 
the 2023 U.S. News and World Report rankings for South Carolina: Academic 
Magnet (1), Charleston County School of the Arts (2), Wando High School (4), 
James Island Charter High School (18), and Charleston Charter School for Math 
and Science (23). 
 
For more information, contact CCSD’s Office of Communications at (843) 937-
6303. 
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https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/rankings-overview
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/rankings-overview
https://www.ccsdschools.com/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=4&ModuleInstanceID=488&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=41667&PageID=1#:%7E:text=The%20national%20publication%20named%20Academic,in%20the%20country%20in%202019).


 

 
About the Charleston County School District 

  
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district committed to providing 
equitable and quality educational opportunities for all its students. CCSD is the second-largest school system in 
South Carolina and represents a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles 
along the coast. CCSD serves approximately 50,000 students in 88 schools and specialized programs. 
 
CCSD offers a diverse portfolio of educational options and specialized programs delivered to the students of CCSD 
through neighborhood, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), Montessori, and charter schools and programs. 
Rich educational opportunities for students include programs in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics (STEM); music and other creative and performing arts; career and technical preparation programs; 
military; dual credit; and many more. 
 


