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Academic Magnet High School Named Best 

in the Country 
 

North Charleston, SC – Academic Magnet High School has been named the Best 
High School in the country by U.S. News & World Report. The U.S. News Best High 
Schools rankings include data on more than 17,000 schools that were ranked on 
six factors based on their performance on state assessments and how well they 
prepare students for college.  
 
Almost all courses offered at Academic Magnet are either honors or Advanced 
Placement courses, and every student completes an independent research project 
during their junior and senior years. Students' work has been published in multiple 
academic and professional journals. Students can stay connected with Wi-Fi access 
in the cafeteria and three computer labs. 
 
“The U.S. News & World Report #1 national ranking is a credit and honor to our 
students, staff, Raptor community, and current and past leadership of this 
extraordinary school,” said Principal Catherine Spencer. “Having a long history in 
education spanning both the national and international arenas, I am convinced 
dailyb of the outstanding excellence of our school, and this national top ranking 
edifies what we all experience at Academic Magnet High School every single day.  
My congratulations go out to our entire community!” 
 
Academic Magnet was also named Best Magnet School in the country. 
 
Charleston County School of the Arts (#2), Wando High School (#4) and 
Charleston Charter for Math and Science (#25), join Academic Magnet in the top 
25 as a Top Ranked State High School, according to U.S. News & World Report. 
 
“The Charleston County School District strives for excellence in all things,” said Dr. 
Gerrita Postlewait, Superintendent of Schools. “With a team of committed 
educators and students dedicated to learning, schools like Academic Magnet, 
School of the Arts, Wando, and Charleston Charter for Math and Science 
continuously excel beyond measure. This national honor is a direct result of what 
can be accomplished with hard work.” 
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For more information about this national honor, contact Principal Catherine 
Spencer at (843) 746-1300. 
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About the Charleston County School District 
  
Charleston County School District (CCSD) is the second largest school system in South Carolina representing 
a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools spanning 1,300 square miles along the coast. CCSD 
serves more than 50,000 students in 86 schools and specialized programs. With approximately 6,100 
employees district-wide, CCSD is the fourth largest employer in the region. 
 
CCSD offers a diverse, expanding portfolio of options and specialized programs, delivered through 
neighborhood, charter, magnet, IB (international baccalaureate), and Montessori schools, and is divided 
into three Learning Communities. Options include specialized programs in science, engineering and 
mathematics; liberal arts; music and other creative and performing arts; career and technical preparation 
programs; and military and other public service enterprises. 

 
 


