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Wachet auf, ruft uns die Stimme -5 BACH
BWYV 140 1685-1750

Johann Sebastian Bach was a leading composer of the late-German
Baroque, and his compositions represent the culmination of the Baroque
style. Today, he is remembered for the immense amount of sacred music
he composed for the Lutheran church, as well as his keyboard and other
instrumental literature. Bach composed this church cantata, a multi-
movement work for choir, orchestra, and soloists centered around the
text and melody of an existing Lutheran hymn, was composed for the 27th
Sunday after Pentecost in 1731. The format of this cantata-an opening
ornamented choral movement followed by solo recitatives, arias, and
duets, and ending with a homophonic chorale-is typical of the 200
cantatas composed by Bach.

As Pants the Hart, Chandos G. F. HANDEL
Anthem No. 6, HWYV 251 b/e 1685-1759

George Friderich Handel was yet another leading composer of the late
Baroque, however his early career was focused on writing operas, and he
rose to prominence with the English premier of Rinaldo in 1711. When his
patron the Elector of Hanover moved to London to be coronated as King
George | several years later, Handel accompanied him. Handel would
remain in London for the rest of his life. Handel wrote in all of the popular
genres of his time, but his oratorios, such as Messiah with its famous
"Hallelujah Chorus," and his operas are amongst his most treasured
works. Handel wrote 11 anthems for the Duke of Chandos (Cannons) in
1717-1718. Five different versions of this anthem remain, and you will hear
movements from versions 2 (b) and 5 (e). The 5th version is an expansion
of the 2nd for the Chapel Royal, the English sovereign's private choir.
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