
English Language Learners
Emily Schwartz Keirns, Director of ELL
May 13, 2024



The English Language Learners program 
is legally-required support to help 
multilingual learners become proficient 
in English and succeed in academic 
content areas. 



• Over 20% of FWCS students speak another language in addition 
to English.

• More than 4,200 FWCS students are currently part of the ELL 
program (15% of students).

• ELL students attend every FWCS school, ranging from 6 to 300 
ELL students per school.

• FWCS supports 365 ELL students in 16 non-public schools 
through Title III. 

Elementary 
School

56%
Middle School

21%

High School
23%

FWCS
91%

Non-Public Schools
 9%



ELL STUDENT GROWTH
• 50% growth over 10 years (1,400 students)
• 8% growth within the 2023-24 school year (300 students)

2,809
2,942

2434
2,266

2,618

2,923 2,971
3,187 3,262

3,606

3,900

4,239

0

500

1,000

1,500

2,000

2,500

3,000

3,500

4,000

4,500

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022  Fall
2023

April
2024



LANGUAGES

Spanish, 65%

Burmese, 15%

Karen, 4%

Arabic, 3%

Chin, 3%
Mon, 1%

Bosnian, 1%
Vietnamese, 1%

Swahili, 1%
Other, 6%



COUNTRIES OF ORIGIN OTHER THAN USA

Guatemala, 9%

Thailand, 5%

Mexico, 4%Malaysia, 3%

Colombia, 2%

Myanmar (Burma), 1%

Venezuela, 1%

Honduras, 1%

El Salvador, 1%

Afghanistan, 1%

Haiti, <1%

Other, 6%



Meet two of our amazing students:

Erick Villalta-Molina
Snider High School, class of 2024

Victory Paw
North Side High School, class of 2021
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