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Planning Timeline
Freshman year

o Visit your counselor regularly.

o Individual parent meeting with counselor

o Verify that you are in your school counselor’s Google Classroom

o Loginto your NAVIANCE account during classroom guidance lesson.

o Begin tracking extra-curricular activities - you can use the resume
document in your counselor’s Google Classroom.

o Check Google Classroom regularly for updates from your counselor.

o Individual meeting with your school counselor for 10t grade course
registration

Sophomore year

o Visit your counselor regularly.

o Verify that you are in your school counselor’s Google Classroom

o Individual parent meeting with counselor.

o Take PSAT in October and review with counselor.

o Complete the NAVIANCE interest inventory with counselors.

o Keep track of activities, clubs, awards, etc.

o Create a standardized testing timeline for yourself.

o Research how you will prep for standardized tests, discuss
with counselor.

o Check Google Classroom regularly for updates from your counselor.

o Individual meeting with your school counselor for 11t grade course
registration

Junior Year
October

o Take PSAT.

o Create a College Board account.

o Continue to prepare for standardized testing.

o Review your transcript.

o Use NAVIANCE to explore career interests and majors.

November

o Explore the differences between SAT and ACT, discuss with counselor.
o Attend college fairs.



December

o Review PSAT scores with your counselor and discuss your
testing timeline.

o Use your PSAT score and GPA to begin thinking about schools.

o Track progress on NAVIANCE.

January/February

o Review PSAT scores with counselor.

o Attend Junior College Night.

o Review SAT/ACT schedules and consider a timeline for testing.

o Register for SAT or ACT for the spring.

o Research colleges on NAVIANCE.

o Schedule college visits during February break and Spring break.

o Schedule post-secondary planning family meeting with counselor.

o Individual meeting with your school counselor for 12t grade course
registration

o Begin brainstorming essay ideas, review essay prompts.

March/April

o Take SAT or ACT.

o Schedule post-secondary planning family meeting with counselor.

o Add to “schools I'm thinking about” on NAVIANCE.

o Visit college websites regularly.

o Schedule college visits during spring break.

o Keep track of your research and reflect on your interests.

o Decide which two teachers you would like to ask for recommendations.
o Look at the Common Application essay prompts.

o Take SAT or ACT.

o Request letters of recommendation for two academic teachers.

o Decide on your organizational system for college search (resources
available on your counselor’s Google Classroom).

o Reach out to colleges and request information.

o Take AP exams (if applicable).

o Take SAT, ACT and/or SAT II’s.
o Visit schools.
o Prepare a starter list of schools and discuss with counselor.



Complete school counselor questionnaire and turn it in on Google
Classroom.

Continue brainstorming essay ideas, review essay prompts.

Ask your teachers if they would be willing to write you a letter of
recommendation.

Update your activities list on your resume (template available on your
counselor’s Google Classroom.

[uly/August

o O O O O O

@)

Visit schools.

Complete essay draft.

Determine deadlines and application procedures.

Start filling out your common application.

Check if your schools require supplements and begin completing them.
Continue to contact colleges and finalize the list of schools you will be
applying to.

Double check all deadlines - remember to check the school’s website,
not just NAVIANCE.

Register for a fall SAT or ACT.

Senior Year

September

c O O O O O o

o O O O

Attend Senior Night.

Review transcript and promptly address any concerns with counselor.
Work on applications.

Have an English teacher review your essay.

Show your school counselor your essay draft.

Finalize essay and share with your school counselor.

Follow up with teacher recommenders and provide them with a list of
schools you will be applying to.

Match common application and NAVIANCE.

Complete FERPA.

Visit with college reps at South High (must register on NAVIANCE).
Work on the CSS profile (if applicable).

October

O

Complete the FAFSA (if available®).

Complete the CSS profile if required.

Make sure to turn in your transcript request forms to your counselor’s
Google Classroom at least 15 school days prior to your application
deadline.



Double check all your application requirements.

Send standardized test scores.

Re-take the SAT or ACT, if applicable.

Visit your counselor frequently.

Communicate with counselor if you require a fee waiver.

O O O O O

November

o November 1st and 15th EA and ED deadlines.

o Visit with reps.

o Determine the rest of your deadlines and make sure you are keeping up
with the requirements.

o Keep your grades up!

o Meet with your counselor regularly.

December

o Make sure to have all transcript requests to your counselor’s Google
Classroom for the January deadlines. Keep in mind that there is a long
break and that your counselor/teacher may not be available during
break to help you.

o Withdraw applications if you are accepted ED.

o Ifyou are deferred, speak with your counselor about how to proceed.

Ianuary

o Continue to complete applications.
o Finish the semester very strong! You may need to send your mid-year
grades to your colleges.

February

o Complete your requests for mid-year grades and turn in to guidance.
o Inform your counselor of any admission decision you receive.

March

o Check your email frequently.
o Communicate with your counselor.

April
o Spend time thinking about which school you would like to choose of the

schools you were accepted to.
o Review financial aid packages carefully.



o Let schools know if you are sure you will not attend, this will open up
spots for students who have been waitlisted.

o Make your decision and submit your deposit by May 1st!

o Let your counselor know so they can send your final transcript.

o Make sure to carefully follow the instructions for the school you have
been accepted to, i.e. Registering for placement exams.
o Take AP exams seriously!

June-August

o Attend orientation.

o Submit AP exams.

o Follow your school’s instruction regarding
housing, registering for courses, etc.

o HAVE A GREAT SUMMER!




POINTS TO REMEMBER

* Always use your student email address.

* Visit your counselor frequently.

* Stay organized - figure out a system that works for you.

* There are many schools that will be a good fit, make sure you have a
balanced list.

* Love your safety school! Spend time researching the school - can you see
yourself there?

* Focus on you - not what everyone else is doing around you. You need to be

happy at the school you choose.

* Reflect: consider keeping a journal about what is important to you. This is
your process, have fun with it and make it an opportunity to understand
yourself more.

Questions to Consider

What are my goals?

What do I want out of a college?

Is college for me, or are there other options to consider such as vocational
training, military, gap year?

How do I learn best? Large class size, or a smaller more intimate setting?
What type of environment - urban, rural, suburban?

Size of the school?

Do I have a career interest? If so, does the school have the major [ am looking
for to meet my goals?

[f  am going in undecided, does the school offer a variety of majors that [ may
be interested in?

How far do I want to be from home? A short drive, a flight?

How much debt am I comfortable with?

Does the campus life offer activities that I am interested in? Intramurals,
arts, Greek life?

Will [ need financial aid?




Counselor:

Parent:

Student

Role of the Counselor, Parent and Student

Aid student in selecting appropriate schools to apply to.
Carefully review the student’s transcript and ensure all
requirements are being met.
Meet with student and parent as needed.
Help student select a senior year schedule that is balanced,
fits the student’s goals and meets a level of rigor that is suited
to the student.
Complete any additional school recommendation forms.
Assist student with determining when to take
standardized exams.
Provide an initial college list at the junior college
planning conference.
Write the counselor letter of recommendation.
Submit the following application materials:

o Transcript

o School profile

o Counselor letter

o Secondary school report

Attend parent events hosted by South High School.

Attend the counselor college planning meeting.

Take student on college visits.

Provide support through the process.

Gather financial information and discuss family
circumstances and what the family can or cannot afford.
Complete financial aid forms with student.

Maintain careful records and FAFSA pin in a safe place.
Allow the student to make their own decisions and take the
leadership role in their planning process.

Research schools, create your final list.
Attend college rep visits at South High.
Visit colleges.

Complete applications.



Complete the counselor questionnaire and activity portions
of NAVIANCE.

Keep materials organized.

Send test scores to colleges.

Complete the FERPA.

Communicate with recommenders.

Follow up with schools to confirm that all materials

are complete.

Check your email daily during the process, and respond
promptly to requests from schools.
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Creating a College List

Remember....It is about finding a good fit! There are many schools out there
that you will be happy with.

Your list should be balanced and have a combination of reach, mostly target
and some likely schools.

There is no exact formula that will determine the results you will have.
Review NAVIANCE scattergrams to help guesstimate your outcomes.

NAVIANCE shows GNSHS student outcome data for the
last five years.

Make sure your list has balance

1. Use NAVIANCE Family Connection regularly

2. Stay organized - keep track of the different

requirements for each school

Meet with college reps at South High and ask questions

4., Visit schools while they are in session - sit in on a class, take a tour,
eat dining halls, ask questions of students on campus

w

5. Keep track of materials, business cards etc. from college visits
6. Why are you are interested in the school?
7. Review the school website carefully - look at “academics”,

» «

“admissions”, “student life” etc.

How many applications?
Most students will apply to between 8-10 schools. We do not limit, but
we recommend that you choose your list wisely and do not overextend
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yourself by applying to too many schools. You want to put quality time
into each application and feel that each school could be a good fit.

Campus Visits

It is highly recommended that you visit as many schools as you can. If
you cannot visit a school because of the distance from home, be sure to
visit other schools locally that have different sizes, geographic locations.
For example, visit a school in Manhattan to get a sense of a city school,
visit a school in a suburban area on Long Island.

Set up the campus tour ahead of time.

Visit a class.

Eat in the dining hall.

Tour a dorm.

Ask questions of students on campus.
Gather information materials to bring home.
Take notes.

When to visit?

It is helpful to visit when school is in session so you can get a true sense
of the culture and climate of the school. Avoid visiting schools during
exam periods.

You may use two excused absences for college visits.
College Representative Visits to South High

South High offers numerous opportunities to visits with college
representatives during the school day.

Why is this important?

1. Some schools track interest and will record that you attended a
session in your file.

2. Itis a great opportunity to ask specific questions about the school.

3. Networking! You can make a connection with a representative who
may end up reading your application.

4. Great way to get more information about a school that you may not
be able to visit.

5. Reps may be able to put a face to a name when reading the
application.

12



How does it work?

1. You will be notified of visits through NAVIANCE and on the
announcements.

2. You MUST sign up on NAVIANCE before the meeting.

3. You will be excused from class.

4. Communicate with your teacher ahead of time that you will
not be in class.

What if I have a test?

1. Askyou teacher if you can stop by just to introduce yourself to the rep
and apologize that you will not be able to stay, ask for their card.
2. Take your exam first and if possible report late.

DO NOT USE THESE MEETINGS AS A WAY TO GET OUT OF CLASS!

- Be attentive
- Ask questions
- Introduce yourself at the end of the meeting if possible

Application Types
Common Application

A universal application system that many, but not all, schools
subscribe to. The system allows you to enter your information
once and apply to multiple institutions. Some schools will ask for
SUPPLMENTARY information. Make sure to check your
individual school requirements very carefully!

The common application will also provide you with essay
prompts, which are available in the spring of your Junior year.

Coalition Application for Access & Affordability
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.or

A new application system that some schools are using, but you can
still apply using the common application or their individual
application.

Allows student to create a “locker”, which holds student artifacts.
Student may then choose from their locker, what materials that
would like to send to the schools. Colleges cannot view the
student’s locker unless they are invited to collaborate.

Students may register for an account as early as ninth grade and
begin to store items in their locker for future use.
13


http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/

CUNY Application
https://cunyportal.cunyv.edu/cpr/authenticate/portal login.js

The City University of New York has a separate application system for
all their schools. You will first need to register for an account, then
follow their instructions for applying.

You will get a “W” number once you have completed your application,
which you must provide to your counselor BEFORE they can submit the
remaining documents. This number can be found at the bottom of your
completed application.

Individual Applications

Some schools elect to use their own application, typically an online.

***Pay careful attention to what each school
is asking, do not procrastinate! ***

Deadline Types

ED:

EA:

e Make sure to get the deadlines from the college website,
NAVIANCE is not always updated.

e Not all schools will have every deadline type, be particularly
astute to what their policies and procedures are.

Early Decision: This is a binding agreement between you and the
college, in which you promise to attend if you are accepted. This is
regardless of your financial aid package and you must withdraw your
applications to others schools should you be accepted. You will sign
an agreement when you apply. This option is not for everyone, you
must LOVE the school and it must be your top choice. You need to
have a discussion with your family to decipher if it is the best option
for you. Typically starts November 1st.

Early Action: Non-binding, the student applies early, usually
between Oct. 15th and Nov.15th and they will receive the results
sometime in December. There is no limited to the number of EA
applications you can submit.

EA Restrictive: The student applies early, it is non-binding, but they
are restricted from applying ED or EA to other schools.

Regular: Usually between Jan 1st and March 1st, the student will be
considered in the regular pool of applications.

Rolling: You may apply at any time, but seats fill up as the year progresses.

14
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Application Components

Academic Record
What colleges are looking for:

1. Rigor - that you are challenging yourself, to a point that is
appropriate for you

Growth - want to see an upward trend.

That you are taking what is suitable for you!

Four years of core curriculum courses.

Foreign language, ideally for all four years.

Senior year course schedule - does it maintain the level of rigor and
does it include core curriculum and a language?

A

Great Neck Public Schools do not weight honors level or AP level courses.
Colleges are informed of this on the School Profile, which is sent with your
transcript.

Great Neck Public Schools also does not rank students. This is also
indicated on the school profile.

Colleges treat the transcript differently in respect to the GPA. Some
schools will recalculate the GPA based on their own criteria. For example,
they may remove elective course and only calculate core courses. Other
schools may use their own weighting system. Check with individual schools
about their policy.

SENIOR YEAR MATTERS! Schools will see your school year schedule and
may ask to see your quarter or mid-year grades.

15



Standardized Tests
PSAT

Taken in 10th and 11th grades. Can qualify students as a National Merit
Scholar in 11th grade. Scores can be used as a baseline to target study
strategies for future exams. Colleges will not see these scores.

SAT and ACT

Colleges will accept either exam for the testing requirement with many
schools remaining test-optional.

The SAT was newly redesigned and made available digitally in 2024. Practice
questions and registration information is available at www.collegeboard.org.
Students will be tested on reading, writing and language and math.

You will find information about and can register for the ACT on www.act.org.
The ACT tests students on reading, math, English, and science with an optional
essay component. The optional essay is usually NOT required by colleges and
universities.

Every student is different and some may be more comfortable with one test
over another. Itis recommended that students familiarize themselves with
both tests, try a diagnostic, then determine which one they would like to take,
if not both. If testing both, do not take within a close time period.

TOEFL/DUOLINGO

Some schools will ask international students or students who have recently
moved to the United States from a non-English speaking country to provide
proof of English Language Proficiency.

***Make sure to carefully check the requirements

for each of your schools***

16
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Sending Scores to Colleges

It is the student’s responsibility to send scores to their colleges and adhere to
the requirements of each school. Not all schools have the same requirements
when it comes to standardized testing. Here are some options you may see:

1.

Full disclosure - Many schools ask that you send your entire testing
history. Keep this in mind when you are determining your testing
timeline, as you do not want to take your first exam too early, before
you are fully prepared.

. Score Choice - Some schools will allow you to choose your best scores

only and do not require to see all test dates.

. Super Scoring - This option requires you to send multiple test dates

and the school will take the highest component scores and create one
“Super Score” which will increase the composite. The old SAT and new
SAT cannot be super scored.

Test Flexible - This option allows students to choose their most
favorable results from a variety of options. For example, you may be
able to send 3 AP exam scores instead of an SAT or ACT. This option is
less common.

. Test Optional - Some schools do not require any standardized tests,

but it is up to the student if they would like to send them anyway. Visit
www.fairtest,org to find a list of schools that are test optional.

17
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Essay

The essay is about YOU! Colleges want to know who you
are beyond what they can see on our other application
pieces, make sure it is a true reflection of your personality.

If using the common application, you will have a choice from a variety of essay
prompts - check www.commonapplication.org.

What they want:

1. Genuine reflection of who you are.

How you will contribute to the culture of their school?
. Answer the prompt.

Steer away from cliché statements.

Be positive.

Your voice.

A

College admission counselors are reading hundreds of essays, make sure you
grab your audience’s attention.

DO NOT WAIT! Start working your essay early and make sure you take the
time to revise, re-write and reflect.

Have English teachers proofread your essay, and do not ask them last minute.

Have your school counselor read your essay.

18
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Letters of Recommendation
Most schools will ask to see two teacher letters and one from your counselor.

Colleges expect that you can follow their directives, do not send extra letters if
they do not ask for them.

If you have additional people in your life you can contribute powerful
statements to your applications, ask them to speak with your counselor and
he/she may add this information to their letter.

Your counselor will use your guidance questionnaire submitted on your
counselor’s Google Classroom to write your letter. Make sure to be thorough
on this questionnaire and to communicate any personal details to your
counselor that you would like addressed in the letter. If you have had any
circumstances that have impacted your academic performance, make sure
that you speak with your counselor about them.

Ask two teachers who know you best! Junior year teachers are the most ideal.
You do not need to choose a teacher from a course that is your highest grade,
select a teacher who you have a close relationship with, someone who can
speak about your contribution to the class environment, your work ethic, your
intellectual curiosity.

Plan on speaking with these teachers by the end of Junior year. Follow up in
the Fall. You will need to provide them with the list of schools you intend to
apply to. They will send your letter via NAVIANCE or by mail. It is your
responsibility to communicate with your teachers about the submission
process. If letters are submitted by mail, you must provide a stamped
envelope with the address of the admission office.

Students are not be able to read their letters of recommendations and will be
signing the FERPA, which waives your right to see these letters.

Don’t forget to send a thank you letter or note to your recommenders! And let
them know your results.

19



Extra-Curricular Activities
Quality vs. Quantity!

e Don’t “pad” your resume with
activities that you are not genuinely
interested in.

e Colleges like to see commitment.

e Your activities should be aligned
with your goals.

e Keep track of your activities since 9th grade on the activity
tracker in NAVIANCE.

e Keep careful records including dates, average hours per week,
supervisor, etc.

e Have this list available while you are filling out your applications.

Internships/Independent Study

Internship: Ms. Kinsey is our school Internship Coordinator. You can choose the amount
of time you are able to commit to an internship. Some students may want to seek out a
more formal internship that could be eligible to earn course credit.

The Career Internship Program provides an opportunity for students in grades 10 - 12 to
experience a “career” or field of interest before they leave the high school environment.
Volunteering for 50 hours per semester will entitle the student to %2 of an elective credit on
their transcript. Students can receive assistance in choosing their Internship placement, or
find one on their own. This is an outside of school, volunteer program. For more
information contact Ms. Kinsey in Room 700A, telephone 441-4862 or email
nkinsey@greatneck.k12.ny.us % unit of credit Available to students in grades 10 - 12

Independent Study: Mrs. Allison Romeo Gottfried is our school Independent Study
Coordinator. Provision has been made for students who wish to deepen their experience in
existing courses or who wish to explore areas not offered in school curricula. This
opportunity is offered in the Independent Study Program.

Students with Unique Talents
Student Athletes

If you are interested in pursuing Division [, I], or Il sports,you ¢ . % ”"3 .
must start the process early! Y o ,;:‘\»

1. Talk to your coach.

2. Talk to your counselor.

3. Don’t be afraid to reach out to schools and express interest, they want to
hear from youl!

4. Complete the NCAA clearinghouse early.

20



NCAA Clearinghouse

'itial-Eligibility Standards

If you want to compete in NCAA sports, you need to register with the MCAA Eligibility Center
at eligibilitycenter.org. Plan to register before your freshman year of high school. For more
information on registration, visit on.ncaa.com/RegChecklist.

Academic Requirements
Diwiglon | and Il echools require you to meet academic standards. To be eligible to practice, compete and receive an
athlatice echolarship in your first year of full-time anrollment, you must meet the following requirements:

,."'l Division |
1. Earn 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in the following areas:

SOCIAL
ENGLISH SCIENCE

4 years 3 years 2 years 1 year 2 years 4 years

2. Complete your 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in eight academic semesters or four consecutive academic years
from the start of ninth grade. If you graduata from high school early, you still must meet core-course requirements.

3. Complete 10 of your 16 NCAA-approved core-course cradite, including eeven in English, math or science, before
the start of your seventh semester. Once you begin your seventh samester, any course needed to meet the 1077
requirement cannot be replaced or repeated.

4. Earn a minimum 2.3 core-course GPA.

5. Azk your high school counzelor to upload your final official transcript with proof of graduation to youwr
Eligibility Cantar account.

Division Il
1. Earn 16 NCAA-approved core-course credits in the following areas:

ENGLISH ety sh, math e
e e SEEHES
— | — — —

3 years 2 years 2 years 3 years 2 years

2. Earn & minimum 2.2 core-course GIPA.

3. Ask your high achool counzelor to upload your final official transcript with proof of graduation to your
Eligibility Centar account.

Division Il

While Division Ill echools set their own admissionz and academic requirements, international student-athletes
(firat-year enrollees and transfers) who are enrolling at & Divigion Ill echool after Auwg. 1, 2023, must be certified

asz an amateur by the Eligibility Center. Contact the Divizion Il school you plan to attend for more information about
ita academic requiraments.



https://www.ncaa.org/sports/2013/11/25/academic-standards-for-initial-eligibility.aspx

Art Talent

Make sure that you plan early and pursue every opportunity to take multiple
courses and engage in the field.

Let the art department know that you are interested in pursuing the field
beyond high school, they will have suggestions and be able to guide you
through much of the process.

Begin working on your portfolio early. Most schools will ask to see a portfolio
of your best work that reflects your growth, knowledge and skill. Check with
each individual school for their specific requirements.

Music Talent

If you are considering majoring in music, participate in as
many school-wide and community-wide opportunities you
can. Talk to the music department about your ambitions and
get suggestions from them.

Compile samples of your work throughout high school, such as on a CD or
digital media source.

You will likely be asked to appear for an audition, be sure that you work
closely with your music instructor and select a piece that fulfills their
requirements and showcases your unique talents and abilities.

22



Interviewing

Some schools will offer students the opportunity to interview, but it is
becoming less common. Many times, students will be able to have an
Alumni interview.

If you are provided with this opportunity it is important to review basic
interviewing skills.

Here are some pointers:

Do your research about the school and come prepared with
questions, demonstrate your interest.

Dress the part, first impressions are important - Be careful not to
be too casual (no baseball caps or jeans).

Be positive.

Be prepared to answer questions about your leadership,
community and school involvement, meaningful experiences
Be early! 15 minutes is ideal.

Watch your body language.

Be yourself!

Follow up with a thank you.

If you would like to practice, see your counselor, they will be happy to help!
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Disability Support

If you are a student with an [EP or a 504, there are schools with a variety of
levels of support and you can still receive the services you need to be
successful. You are not obligated to reveal that you received services during
high school to your colleges.

Basic Level

Schools may choose to provide basic level services through their Office of
Disability Support, such as extended time, use of a scribe, separate location.
You must advocate for yourself and provide the schools with documentation,
such as an [EP.

Structured Programs

Some schools have structured programs that cater to more specific needs of
students with disabilities. Within these programs you are provided with
additional learning support, such as meeting with an academic advisor weekly
or additional summer programs.

If this is something that you think you would like in college, please speak with
your counselor and they can help you investigate schools that have such
programs. There is usually an additional fee added to your tuition for such
programs.
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Community College

Community Colleges offer two-year degrees, certification programs and
vocational training.

Community College can be a great option for students for a number of reasons.

1.

Financially — During the first 2 years of college most students are
working towards completing pre-requisite requirements. That can be
done at a community college for a considerably lower price. Or you are
not sure of what you want to do and do not want to acquire substantial
amount of debt.

. Improve academic skills - Maybe you did not do as well in high school

as you wanted and you want time to improve your grades and skills, and
then pursue a four-year degree.

You are interested in a two-year program that can lead you immediately
into the work force.

4. You need to live at home and commute for any number of reasons.
5.
6. Family circumstances.

You would like to attend school part-time so you can work as well.

Community colleges can offer a great deal of fantastic educational
opportunity. Typically, class sizes are smaller and there is more access to
your professors. The skilled training programs can enable students to become
certified and more marketable.

Transferring to a four-year school can be fairly easy, and many, if not all
courses will be accepted.

25



Military

The military offers a world of opportunity to students! If you are interested in
serving our country, while learning valuable job training skills, earning money
for college and traveling, this may be a great for you.

If you are interested in the military, speak with your counselor and they will
help connect you to a recruiter.

On occasion, recruiters will visit South High, check NAVIANCE for any
upcoming visits.

In order to enter the military, you will need to take the ASVAB examination,
which measures your ability to perform certain tasks within the military and
will determine what type of positions you will be eligible for.

If you take the ASVAB, you are not committed to join the military. The ASVAB
can also be a great tool for career planning. Please speak with your counselor
about how to register for this exam.

26



Great Neck South Procedures for Applying to College

1. Submit your Counselor Questionnaire/Resume to your school
counselor’s Google Classroom as soon as possible to ensure that your
counselor can complete your recommendation.

2. USE A CONSISTENT PROFESSIONAL EMAIL FOR EVERYTHING.

3. Match your NAVIANCE and Common Application (set up a Common
Application account early!).

4. Complete the FERPA on Common Application. (Click here for detailed
direction)

5. Complete the transcript request form and turn it in to your counselor’s

Google Classroom at least 15 school days prior to deadline
a. Make sure that all information is accurate and complete
b. Do not put it in your counselor’s mailbox or leave on their desk,
turn it in directly to their Google Classroom.

6. Follow up with your schools to verify that materials have been received

(sometimes it takes a while for the application to be marked as
complete).

7. Let your counselor know you results.
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https://www.greatneck.k12.ny.us/Page/14072

Financial Aid

You are not required to apply for financial aid, but for
students who would like to be considered for loans and

T g3 grants, you must meet the financial aid requirements of the
[(TE® ~\"

=58 = Schools to which you are applying.

CSS profile - Some schools will require that you complete the CSS
profile. A list of schools who require this form is available at:
http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile.

This form is much more detailed than the FAFSA and will require more
in depth information about your family’s financial information.

FAFSA - The Free Application for Federal Student Aid

www.fafsa.gov

This form is required if you would like to be considered for grants,
federal loans and private loans. Based on Prior Prior Year (PPY)
information you will be given an EFC (estimated family contribution)
which will help the school determine what your family can afford and
will determine your financial aid packages based on their standards.

PPY - For example, FAFSA will use your tax information from 2023 to
determine your 2025 School Year financial aid package.

Each school will have a NET PRICE CALCULATOR on their school website,
which will give you a predicted cost of attendance.

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO ATTEND OUR FINANCIAL AID NIGHT FOR MORE
DETAILED INFORMATION REGARDING FINANCIAL AID.

28


http://student.collegeboard.org/css-financial-aid-profile
http://www.fafsa.gov/

Scholarships

Many schools will offer merit-based scholarships at the time of application
and there is no need to submit an additional application for the scholarship.

Some schools will offer additional scholarships that you can apply for
(check each individual school’s website for information).

Keep in mind that some schools are “need blind” and some are “need aware.”
Need-blind admissions means that student’s financial need will not be a
determining factor in the admission decisions. Need-aware means that
student’s financial need will be examined at the time of admission decisions.

There are also individual scholarships available that you can pursue.

e Check with your counselor, they may have additional scholarship
opportunities

e Community based scholarships

e Great Neck Student Aid Fund

There are also websites, which provide information about various scholarship
opportunities such as:

www.fastweb.com

www.scholarships.com

E-Scholarships USA - A National directory of scholarships. Please see your
school counselor’'s Google Classroom for username and password information.

Be wary of any scholarship service that charges.
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https://www.gnsaf.com/
http://www.fastweb.com/
http://www.scholarships.com/
http://www.collegeguidanceconsultants.com/

Fee Waivers

Students may be eligible for fee waivers for standardized testing (SAT, AP,
ACT, etc.), and college applications. Some schools offer institutional
application fee waivers as well as special application events such as CUNY’s
free application week.

Common App Fee Waivers

SUNY Application Fee Waivers

CUNY Application Fee Waivers

HESC Application Fee Waiver Information
SAT Fee Waivers

o ACT Fee Waivers
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https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-do-I-need-to-know-about-the-Common-App-fee-waiver
https://www.suny.edu/attend/apply-to-suny/fee-waiver/
https://www.cuny.edu/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/page-assets/admissions/undergraduate/new-counselor-corner/Fee-Waiver-Request-Form-for-NYC-Public-Schools.pdf
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/partner-access/high-school-counselors/college-application-fee-waiver-information.html
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration/fee-waivers
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/registration/fees/fee-waivers.html

