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Curriculum Profile: Social Studies 8 
 

Department  Social Studies 

Course Name  Social Studies 8: History of the United States and New York State II 

Course Length  1 Year 

High School Credits  N/A 

Description  Grade 8 Social Studies, the second year of a two-year sequence in American studies, 
incorporates geography as well as economic, social and political trends. The course content is 
divided into nine Key Ideas; the first seven trace the human experience in the United States from 
Reconstruction to the end of World War II. The last three Key Ideas examine different themes in 
United States and New York State history from the post-War period up to the present day, which 
provides the opportunity to explore contemporary issues. Current events are incorporated as they 
connect to historical events 

 

Target/eligible students  All 8 grade students 

State Learning Standards Link(s)  New York State K-8 Social Studies Framework  
-Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  
-Writing Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies  
-Standards for Speaking and Listening  
-Vertical Articulation and Progression of Social Studies Practices Grades 5-

9 -Gathering, Interpreting, and Using Evidence  

-Chronological Reasoning  
-Comparison and Contextualization  
-Geographic Reasoning  
-Economics and Economic Systems  
-Civic Participation,   
-Unifying Themes Aligned to Key Ideas/Standards and Themes* 
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Primary texts and materials  Students may be engaged in reading some of the following titles: 1918: The Year That 
Changed America, March, What the Night Sings, Twice Towards Justice, They Called Us 
Enemy, Rise: A Pop History of Asian America From the Nineties to Now, 
 Discovery Education Techbook 

Scope/Sequence  •Standards/ 

Themes 

Key Ideas, Terms, and Concepts are examined within an “Enduring 
Issues” framework. Enduring Issues include but are not limited to: 
Conflict (war, competition, armed struggle, resistance, invasions,  
threats to balance of power), Human Rights Violations; Scarcity; Power; 
Security; Population Growth; Human Impact on Environment; Impact of 
Environment on Humans; Tensions Between Traditional  Culture and 
Modernization; Impact of: Trade, Cultural Diffusion,  Technology, 
Industrialization, Urbanization, Nationalism, Imperialism,  Colonization, 
Empire Building, Decolonization, Migration, Globalization,  
Cooperation/Mutual Problem Solving; Equity Issues/Lack of Access 

http://www.nysed.gov/common/nysed/files/programs/curriculum-instruction/ss-framework-k-8a2.pdf
https://www.discoveryeducation.com/programs/social-studies/techbook/


Unit 1: Reconstruction •S 1, 4, 5 
•MOV, SOC, 
CIV, ECO 

 

Regional tensions following the Civil War complicated 
efforts to heal the nation and to redefine the status of 
African Americans. 
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Unit 2: Changing Society 
 
 

• S1, 2, 4  

• MOV, SOC,   

      TECH,   
EXCH 

 Industrialization and immigration contributed to the 
urbanization of America. Problems resulting from these 
changes sparked the Progressive movement and 
increased calls for reform. 
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Unit 3: Expansion and Imperialism • S1, 2, 3, 5  

• GEO, GOV,   

CIV, ECO 

 Beginning in the second half of the 19th century, 
economic, political, and cultural factors contributed to a 
push for westward expansion and more aggressive United 
States foreign policy. 
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Unit 4: WWI and the Roaring Twenties • S1, 2, 4  

• SOC, GOV,  

  ECO, TECH 

 Various diplomatic, economic, and ideological factors 
contributed to the United States decision to enter World 
War I. Involvement in the war significantly altered the lives 
of Americans. Postwar America was characterized by 
economic prosperity, technological innovations, and 
changes in the workplace. 
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Unit 5: The Great Depression • S1, 3, 5  

• TCC, SOC,  

  GOV, ECO 

 Economic and environmental disasters in the 1930s 
created hardships for many Americans. Amidst much 
debate about the appropriate role of government, 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt helped to create intensive 
government interventions in the United States economy 
and society. 
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Unit 6: WWII • S1, 2, 3  

• TCC, GOV, 
TECH, 
EXCH 

 The aggression of the Axis powers threatened United 
States security and led to its entry into World War II. The 
nature and consequences of warfare during World War II 
transformed the United States and the global community. 
The damage from total warfare and atrocities such as the 
Holocaust led to a call for international efforts to protect 
human rights and prevent future wars. 
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Unit 7: Foreign Policy • S1, 2, 4, 5  

• TCC, GEO,  

   ECO, EXCH 
 

 The period after World War II has been characterized by 
an ideological and political struggle, first between the 
United States and communism during the Cold War, then 
between the United States and forces of instability in the 
Middle East. Increased economic interdependence and 
competition, as well as environmental concerns, are 
challenges faced by the United States. 
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Unit 8: Demographic Change  
 
 
 
 
 

• S1, 3, 4, 5 

• ID, GEO,     

  SOC, GOV,  
  ECO 
 

 

 After World War II, the population of the United States rose 
sharply as a result of natural increases and immigration. 
Population movements resulted in changes to the 
American landscape and shifting political power. An aging 
population is affecting the economy and straining public 
resources. 
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Unit 9: Domestic Policies and Reform • S1, 4, 5 

• TCC, SOC,  

  CIV, ECO 

 The civil rights movement and the Great Society were 
attempts by people and the government to address major 
social, legal, economic, and environmental problems. 
Subsequent economic recession called for a new 
economic program. 
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Additional Notes  ● Topics are covered with one of two approaches: chronological or 
thematic/chronological.  
 

● Units on Reconstruction and Changing Society may be covered as part of the 
seventh or eighth grade social studies curriculum. 

 

 


