
                 
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

         
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN 
INTRODUCTION 

AN EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTORY 
PARAGRAPH THAT… 

THAT… 

IS MADE UP OF 
AT LEAST TWO 

SENTENCES  

GRABS THE 
ATTENTION OF 

THE READER 
READER 

INCLUDES A 
THESIS 

STATEMENT 
ONE SENTENCE LONG 

INFORMS THE READER 
AS TO WHAT THE ESSAY 

IS ABOUT 

OFTEN REQUIRES 
A STUDENT TO 

TAKE A POSITION 

DOES NOT INCLUDE “THIS 
ESSAY IS ABOUT”  

LAST SENTENCE OF THE 
INTRODUCTORY 

PARAGRAPH 



 
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    

      
 
 
 
 
 

A BODY 

SEVERAL PARAGRAPHS 
THAT INCLUDE… 

A TOPIC SENTENCE 
FOR EACH 

PARAGRAPH 

ONE 
SENTENCE 
LONG AND 

FIRST 
SENTENCE 

OF THE 
PARAGRAPH 

INFORMS 
THE READER 

OF THE 
TOPIC OF 

THAT 
PARAGRAPH 

A LOT OF SUPPORTING 
EVIDENCE – INFORMATION 

THAT… 

REINFORCES 
THE THESIS 
STATEMENT 

IS SPECIFIC IN 
CONTENT: 
INCLUDES 

WHO, WHAT, 
WHERE, 

WHEN, HOW, 
ETC.  

RUNS 
SMOOTHLY 

AND HAS 
CONTINUITY- 
RELATES TO 
THE ESSAY 
QUESTION 

A TRANSITION 
SENTENCE FOR 

EACH PARAGRAPH 

LAST 
SENTENCE 
OF EACH 

PARAGRAPH 

LETS THE 
READER 

KNOW THE 
TOPIC OF 
THE NEXT 

PARAGRAPH 

TRANSITIONAL 
WORDS/PHRASES: 

HOWEVER,… 
NONETHELESS,… 

AT THE SAME TIME,… 
IN CONTRAST TO,… 

 



                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                    
                
                
                

                    
                    

        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A CLOSING 
PARAGRAPH 

LAST PARAGRAH 
OF THE ESSAY 

THAT… 

IS AT LEAST TWO 
SENTENCES 

LONG SUMMARIZES THE 
MAIN POINT OR 

POINTS OF YOUR 
ESSAY 

IS YOUR LAST 
SHOT AT 

IMPRESSING THE 
READER OF THE 

ESSAY  



                    
                    
                    
                    

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPER GRAMMAR, 
SPELLING AND 

MECHANICS 

FOLLOWS THE 
CONVENTIONS OF 

STANDARD WRITTEN 
ENGLISH: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAPITALIZATION 

CORRECT SPELLING 

PROPER PUNCTUATION 
 
 
 

WRITE A DRAFT OR COMPLETE A 
PRE-WRITING ORGANIZER 

SELF-EDIT OR BUDDY 
EDIT PAPER 

READY NOW FOR 
FINAL DRAFT 

NO RUN-ON 
SENTENCES 

NO INCOMPLETE 
SENTENCES 

USE FIRST PERSON 
(“I”) 
FOR 

ARGUMENTATIVE 
ESSAY ONLY 

(SOCIAL STUDIES) 


