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PUBLIC'S RIGHT TO KNOW 
 
 
 
The School Committee is a public servant, and its meetings and records will be a matter of public 
information except as such meetings and records pertain to individual personnel and other classified 
matters. 

 
The School Committee supports the right of the people to know about the programs and services of their 
schools and will make every effort to disseminate information. Requests for information will be acted on 
fairly, and as completely and expeditiously as possible and appropriate. 

 
The official minutes of the Committee, its written policies and regulations, and its financial records will 
be open for inspection at the Office of the Superintendent by any citizen desiring to examine them 
during hours when the office is open. No records pertaining to individual students or staff members will 
be released for inspection by the public or any unauthorized persons by the Superintendent or other 
persons responsible for the custody of confidential files. The exception to this will be information about 
an individual employee (or student) that has been authorized in writing for release by the emplyee (or 
student, or student's parent). 

 
Each building administrator is authorized to use all means available to keep parents and others in the 
particular school's community informed about the school's programs and activities. 

 
In summary, the Committee assumes final responsibility for all books and instructional materials it 
makes available to students; it holds its professional staff accountable for their proper selection. It 
recognizes  rights  of  individual  parents  with  respect  to  controversial  materials  used  by  their  own 
children; it will provide for the reevaluation of materials in library collections upon formal request. On 
the other hand, students' right to learn and the freedom of teachers to teach will be respected. 

 
 
 

LEGAL REFS.: M.G.L. 4:7; 66:10; 39:23B 

CROSS REFS.: BEDG, Minutes 
GBJ, Personnel Records 
JRA, Student Records 




