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In Attendance:   Craig MacLellan, Chairman  

    Lance Dial 

    Paul Kearney  

    Lydia St. Onge   

Also, in Attendance:   Dr. Patrick Sullivan, Superintendent  

    Dr. Leslie Scollins, Assistant Superintendent   

    Susan Owen, Director of Finance & Operations  

    Principal Brian Scott 

    Jake Squatrito, Student Advisor 

    Owen Gurtz, CHS Freshman 

 

Call to Order and Roll Call: Chairman MacLellan called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. This meeting 

is being live streamed on Cohasset 143TV and Facebook. Roll Call Vote: Ashley Colleary – Not 

Present, Paul Kearney - Present, Lance Dial – arrived at 6:10 PM, Lydia St. Onge - Present, Craig 

MacLellan - Present. 

 

Public Comment - None 

 

Superintendent’s Report – Welcome back from April vacation. Over the break there was a Grand Canyon 

trip and a High School Trip to Europe. All schools are planning spring events that are enriching and fun. 

US News National Report of High Schools recently released its ratings of all High Schools in the US. This 

year Cohasset High School ranked #31 in MA, #28 Boston metro area, #1 on the South Shore, #783 in the 

nation and tied for #1 for our graduation rate! 

Also, on Spots to live South of Boston, local photographer and Cohasset citizen Dan Leahy was quoted 

celebrating the wonderful qualities, natural beauty and phenomenal schools of Cohasset.  

Dr. Scollins sent out an email to families for the free summer learning program. There will be a two-week 

program August 1 – 11 for rising 1 – 12 graders. That application will close on May 6.  

Information for incoming Kindergarteners and jumpstart Kindergartner program will be August 8 – 11! 

Teachers are signing up and Principal Farrell will be the administrator again this summer.  

 

Student Advisor Update – Jake Squatrito – 95% of people know where they are going to college by now! 

Euro Trip happened over April break. AP Exams start next week. People are feeling prepared. It’s been a 

normal school year for the most part with normal pacing and people are feeling good.   

This is Jake’s last meeting and Mr. Kearney wished him all the luck in the world! He asked what Jake 

would say to future students. Jake said he has learned to appreciate every day, appreciate the events and 

opportunities. The school has focused a lot more on organization and take responsibility for your own 

timing as a result of the pandemic. This will be a helpful skill in college.   
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Mr. MacLellan asked, what was your favorite part of being a Cohasset student? The teachers. They can be 

so supportive and that is where the magic comes in. They are so passionate about what they do. There has 

been a lot of love and with everything that has happened the teachers have been a big part of what made 

Cohasset good.  

 

Cohasset High School Spotlight on Learning: Fahrenheit 451 (Mr. Brian Scott & Owen Gurtz) - 

Principal Scott introduced Owen Gurtz a ninth-grade student. He is in Ms. Norton’s 9th grade English class. 

He was inspired by the book and outside of any assignment given he adapted the novel Fahrenheit 451 into 

a 40-minute movie.  

Owen read the book in class. He read ahead so that he could start making the film. He cast his family as all 

of the characters.  

This book is set in the future and is about firemen who burn books because the government don’t want 

them. This is about one fireman who decides to take a book.  

Owen is a self-taught film maker. He has been learning how to make films and learning digital techniques 

for about five years.   

 

Student Services Forum Planning – Wednesday, May 18 in the Learning Commons 

 

Finance Update- FY22 March Finance Report. The school budget through March is 73.56% spent and we 

are 75% through the year.  
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Grant funds are used to employ approximately 14.7 additional staff. 

Revolving Accounts: 



Cohasset Public Schools  
143 Pond Street  

Cohasset, MA 02025 
Empowering Students to Improve Communities  

Cohasset School Committee Meeting  

 

 



Cohasset Public Schools  
143 Pond Street  

Cohasset, MA 02025 
Empowering Students to Improve Communities  

Cohasset School Committee Meeting  

 

 
 

 

School Committee Comments and Communication- 

School Facilities Committee – The Select Board voted on the SOI last night (4/26/22). We will revote on 

the SOI by following the prescribed format as put forth by the MSBA.  

Motion made by Chairman Craig MacLellan, that the Cohasset School Committee having convened 

in an open meeting on April 27th, 2022, prior to the Statement of Interest submission closing date.  
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The School Committee of Cohasset in accordance with its charter-by-laws and ordinances has voted 

to authorize the Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Patrick Sullivan to submit the Massachusetts School 

Building Authority a Statement of Interest form dated April 27th, 2022 on what we submitted for 

the Cohasset Middle and High School at 143 Pond Street in Cohasset, Massachusetts which 

describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority categories for which an application 

may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the future. Those priorities as 

we are applying or submitting our SOI for Cohasset Public Schools are. One, the elimination of 

existing or severe overcrowding. Two, placement of renovation or modernization of a school facility 

system such as roofs, ceilings, windows, boilers, heaters, and air ventilation systems to increase 

energy conservation and to decrease energy related costs in a school facility. Three, replacement or 

addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full range of programs consistent with state 

and approved local requirements, seconded by Mr. Dial.  

Roll Call Vote: Paul Kearney-Aye, Lance Dial-Aye, Lydia St. Onge-Aye, Craig MacLellan-Aye.     

Dr. Sullivan can officially submit this certification with the language as Mr. MacLellan just stated on the 

district's letterhead signed by Chairman Craig MacLellan that attests to the fact that we just took that vote 

with that specific language and we need to submit that by the end of the month so that we're on track, 

everything  is good and evidence of caution even though we voted last time.   

 

Reports from Sub-Committee and Liaisons- Finance and Facilities will meet next week. Policy and 

Communications will also meet next week.  

 

Approval of Minutes – none 

 

Topics not reasonably anticipated by the chairman - none  

 

Executive session – Reason Number #2 Contract negotiations with nonunion personnel: Superintendent 

Motion to move into executive session for reason 2 by Mr. Kearney, seconded by Mr. Dial.  

All - Aye 

 

Reentered Regular meeting at 8:19 p.m. 

Motion to adjourn regular school committee meeting by Mr. Dial, seconded by Mr. Kearney .  

All – Aye 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:19 p.m. 

 

Documents Used at the Meeting –  

Fahrenheit 451 short film created by Owen Gurtz 

Finance Monthly Update - Susan Owen 


