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Return to Full In-Person Learning

on April 5

By ~ Saoirse O'Duggan

_ The rumors are true, Cohasset Middle School is
April 2021 . returning all students to school April 5th! The cohorts will
be combined and attend in-person school together for
five days a week. This change has many positives, but
some things won't be as exciting.

The CMS schedule will be changing in many ways
including lunch, utility, dismissal, and period times. There
will be four periods before lunch and utility, instead of
four after. Each grade will have their own lunch period,
with all of the students from the grade. Utility time will be extended, due to three CMS
lunch periods. The dismissal time will start at 2:240PM, instead of 2:50PM. Some period
times will shorten, so school can dismiss earlier. The Cohasset Middle School will still start
first period at 8:15AM.

The schedule is not the only thing we need to adjust to; the students will need to
re-adjust to each other. Social groups have formed within the cohorts, excluding the other
ones. The reunion of students could cause conflict socially and academically. Friends will

reunite and new friends may appear.

COVID-19 safety will still be expected by social distancing, wearing a mask and
cleaning hands. These precautions will be extremely important because there will be
double the students in the building.

The hybrid learning model including Zoom is officially over!




Cohasset Teen Center in the Works

By ~ Isla Veitas

Have you ever wished there was a place where you could hang out with your
friends after school and play games, chat, eat snacks, and do your homework? Lucky for
you, you can do just that at the Cohasset Teen Center, which is opening next fall. Opening
in September 2021 at 55 South Main Street, the centerwill have foosball, air hockey, ping
pong, board games, arts and crafts, wifi, and a place to sit and chat with your friends.
Students in grades 6-12 can come from 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm from Monday through Friday,
and the Center will be open on Friday evenings, too!

Nicole Garrity, who is helping to coordinate the Teen Center, says that the idea to
make a Teen Center started about three years ago when a group of middle schoolers
came to the Rec Center and told the people there thatthere wasn't a place where they
could go and relax with their friends after a long day of school and studying. The town has
been working on the Center for about a year and a half and is excited to get it up and
running by next autumn!

We cannot forget that we are in a global pandemic! Hopefully things will be much
better by September, but if not everyone at the Teen Center will have to wear masks and
social distance.

MCAS on Hold?

By ~ Sari Reyes

_____Everyyear, students are prepared by our teachers to take the statewide test known
as MCAS. The main purpose of MCAS is to demonstratghat we have learned the
grade-level curriculum and skills for math, ELA andscience. Last year, MCAS was
cancelled when Covid hit and students were not in school. After the absence of MCAS last
year, most of us are hoping that this year will be the same. The good news is that as of
this moment, there are no set dates for the tests, leaving students to hope that it may be
cancelled once again.

The exams would have begun the week before April break, however the test was
postponed. In March, we completed a practice MCASession during Utility block to




preview what the questions would look like and practice the tools. If MCAS does end up
happening, there will be some changes. For examplewe would only have one day of
testing for each subject instead of two.

The idea to have no MCAS this year has deepened asa petition called
“PHONE2ACTION” to have no MCAS this year was sentto the Massachusetts Department
of Education. Why are they trying to stop MCAS? Wellsome students aren’t ready for
MCAS this year due to hybrid learning. The past year has been full of hybrid, remote and
in school learning. Everyone has been learning attheir own pace and people aren't sure if
every student is ready for MCAS. Until the Departmenif Education decides what will do
about MCAS we can only hope that we don't have theexams.

Zoom Bomber Strikes Again!

By ~ Janet O’'Carroll

“You have to get off the Zoom, the bomber is back!”

Students in grade 6 have been “bombed” by an unidentified visitor to their Zoom
classes, a frightening and curious intrusion on their school learning. When the Zoom
bomber first attacked our grade, he or she attacked in the classes of Mrs. Hathaway and
Ms. Weisslinger. The “bomber” got into the Zoom under a student’s name, so we would
think he or she was someone in the class. When Ms.Weisslinger asked the bomber to turn
on the camera, the “bomber” immediately unmuted and started to yell inappropriate
language and rude comments. As soon as they yelled, Ms. Weisslinger kicked them out of
the Zoom, and all of the students were petrified and curious all af the same time. This
happened to Ms. Weisslinger three more times.

When the bomber came onto Mrs. Hathaway’s Zoom andnterrupted the class, she
marched furiously over to the computer and demanded to know who barged in on her
lesson. This didn't happen to Mrs. Hathaway again.

In Spanish class, Sefiorita Lima asked a student toturn on her camera, but when
the person wasn't who she said she was, she became shocked and immediately kicked
them out. After she kicked them out, she turned to us to ask what happened since this had




never happened to her before. We all answered at the same time simultaneously, “It was
the Zoom bomber!!”

At least we all have the reassurance that this will never happen again because we
are learning in-person now.

Recent Mars kover Landing

By ~ Aidan Donnelly

A new rover named Perseverance has just landed onMars! Why is this new rover
special? Well, it was carrying a small drone named Ingenuity. This small drone was
brought to Mars to see if drones would work in Mars’shin atmosphere. This helicopter
was delivered to Mars and will be used by NASA orApril 8. It will be the first rotary-wing
flight on another planet!!

Perseverance is the most advanced rover NASA hassent to another world, weighing
in at 2,263 Earth pounds! It is about the size ofa car, and is powered by a nuclear battery!
Perseverance’s job is to collect samples from a crater called the Jezero Crater, which used
to be a lake and had its own river delta. Perseverancewill be looking for signs of life on
this ancient lakebed. When it finds signs of life, it will drop the samples on the Martian
surface for a new rover to pick up and put on a rocket, and blast them back to Earth, where
they will be examined by the most sophisticated technology and teams of scientists. I
really hope that Perseverance succeeds in its mission,and the Ingenuity helicopter is
able to fly!

Sources for images:
Heli
Rover



https://www.nasa.gov/feature/jpl/6-things-to-know-about-nasas-ingenuity-mars-helicopter
https://theconversation.com/perseverance-mars-rover-how-to-prove-whether-theres-life-on-the-red-planet-154982

8™ Grade Bridge Building

By ~ William Elwell

____Inrecent weeks, the CMS eighth graders have
designed and built prototype bridges for STEM class.
As term 2 was coming to an end, the teams of 3 were

scrambling to finish hot-gluing their bridges together.
~ The bridges were in various designs but had to be 14

, o ~  inches long. Students used balsa wood, commonly
used in making pro’ro’rypes and is a soft and easily cut wood. When the designs were
finished and hot glued together, bridges were tested by applying force until the prototype
broke. All bridges did well, but some lasted longer than others. It was a fun teamwork

project, and a nice way to end off the second trimester.

Student Council Update

By ~ Grace Kiernan

On February 22, Ms. Ryan and Mrs. Jewell, the newstudent
Council Advisors, held their second Student Council
meeting. Students in-person attended in Mrs. Jewell"sroom
and joined Ms. Ryan”s Zoom meeting along with remote
students. We got many things completed such as joining a

Google Classroom, filling out a Google Form aboutwhat has

gone well and improvements that need to be made, and
discussion and review of Google Slides. We covered many ideas such as how we enjoyed
running a food pantry drive and ideas for future fundraisers and activities. We are
coming up with ideas for fun activities at lunch as the weather gets warmer and ideas for
a future Digital Talent Show. We also discussed howa goal for the group is to have
meetings more frequently and consistently, and how we wanted to start rolling on
activities.
__ Atour March 3rd meeting, we discussed further “funat lunch” ideas and came up
with a list of ideas to provide to Mr. Mills and DiSalas. We also discussed coming up with




a Student Council logo so students and staff can recognize us on posters, etc. Student
council President, J.P. Giglio also came up with theidea and created a Google Form to
provide fo the students, for ideas for fun activities at lunch. We also discussed our plans
for the CMS Digital Talent Show. We are planning toget the advertisements and
submissions rolling out soon, to create a video for the end of the year.

Again on March 5th, we had a quick meeting to talkto Mr. Mills and Dr. Salas about
our plan for the Talent Show and fun activities for lunch. They enjoyed the ideas, weighed
in on discussion and let us keep rolling with our ideas.

Stay tuned for more information on the CMS DigitalTalent Show, and students, keep
an eye out for new fun activities at lunch!

Live Bears in the Lobby!

By: Eva Harries, Charlotte Gallagher, and Grace Kiernan

__ When walking into the CMS building, you may have noticed live bears, a mother
and three cubs, streamed live on the TV in the lobby.

_____ Mrs. Lantier, the CMS STEM teacher found the BeartCam on a science website
called HDontap. She likes the website because thereare live cams to show animals in
action such as bears, birds, elk, etc. Mrs. Lantiethad known about the bear cam from
viewing other animal cams, but when she found out that Dr. Salas loved bears, she sent
her the link to the bear cam. Dr. Salas loved watchingthe bear cam and came up with the
idea of streaming it on the TV in the lobby for the students.

__ "Alot of people ask if the bear den shown on the stream is under a person's house,”
Dr. Salas said, “but actually, the bear cam is on a nature preserve in Pennsylvania.” Ms.
Simmons, the school secretary, also enjoys watching the bears. In fact, Ms. Simmons loves
the bear so much that Dr. Salas bought her a stuffedbear, which she keeps on her desk.

Along with Dr. Salas, 6th grader, Liv Appekaid, “I enjoy watching the bear cam as 1
walk into school, pass through classes and at home through a link posted on Google
Classroom.”

The bears have been hibernating all winter and since spring has started, they have
begun waking up. Most of the time the cubs and themother look like a big blob, but when
you get lucky you can see the cubs playing. Unfortunately, the bears will only be in their
den for a couple more weeks until they leave, so go look at the bear cam today!




Cohasset Coyote or Coywolf?

By ~ Eva Harries & Charlotte Gallagher

Recently, Cohasset residents have reported sightings of what they claim to be a
“coywolf,” a coyote and wolf hybrid. It is thoughtthat the so-called “coywolf” is a hybrid
because it is much larger than the other coyotes in the area.
It's likely that this is just a large Coyote, but it’s frightening
residents nonetheless. The canine has been seen all over
town, but there have been many sightings around Beach
Street. The canine has been known to attack dogs and other
household animals, so be cautious with your pets if you live
near a forested area. Also, don't let your dogs roam around
alone without someone watching unless you have a fenced

yard. If you do see this “coywolf,” you should keepyou or your pet from getting near it, and
don't turn your back to it or run away. As for things to do, stand tall and back away slowly
while making loud noises and energetic gestures with your arms to scare away the
animal.

New Reading Options at the Learning

Commons
By ~ Madeline Schultz

____I'metwith Mrs. Cerruti, the school librarian forgrades 6-12 and also the 8th grade
research teacher, to learn about exciting updates to the Learning Commons.

This year the library ordered 185 new books and about 30 books are about social justice.
The books are on the shelf and ready for students to check out. On the school library
website, there is a print book catalog called “Destiny Discover” where you can see if the
book you want to check out is available.

If you would rather read an e-book, students can visit the school library site on the
school Cohassetk12 website. There is a new elibrary option called “Sora” with ebooks and




audio books. You can also request to check out a book on the school library website as
well and it will be delivered to your homeroom. Finally,student book reviews and
recommendations can be found under “Reading Resources”on the school library website,
if you are looking for ideas. It is called “Good Readsat CMHS Library!” With all of these
options, middle school students should have no problem finding a good book to read.

Photo Credit: Eva Harries

Mock Trial Club

By ~ Sari Reyes and Isla Veitas

“All rise. The Court of the Second Judicial Circuit, Criminal Division, is now in
session.” These words have been repeated several times in sixth grade World Geography
classes as they debate over who will win the court case.

Mock trials are beneficial for one's vocabulary, public speaking, and critical thinking
skills. Ms. Weisslinger, the World Geography and AncientCivilizations teacher, has set up
a mock trial to help with the students’ understanding of Babylonian king Hammurabi's
Code of Laws. The sixth graders have been learningabout Mesopotamian empires. The
mock trial cases have been built around the 282 laws that were made in 1755-1760 B.C.

In these mock trials, the jury is composed of the other cohort and they decide which
side will win the case, the prosecution or the defense. One of the cases is about a builder
who built a house for a respected man. During a longperiod of heavy rain the mud brick
house collapses on the homeowner’s son. Then the homeowner takes the builder to court.
The court is composed of Hammurabi (the judge), theplaintiff, the plaintiff's lawyer, the
defendant, the defendant’s attorney, and the witnesses, as well as a scribe and bailiff. The
students are required to come up with a script and come with costumes!




Most of the students have enjoyed this project, which led to the idea of having an
after school club based around debating and mock trials. The Mock Trial club will meet
every Thursday. If you're looking for a way to havefun with your classmates while
practicing your improv and critical thinking skills, you should really consider joining!
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Photo left: Mock Trial Club Meets in Mrs.
Weisslinger's room.

Proactivity
The Buzz Word for Student Council

By ~ Will Henle

Proactivity - That was the name of the game in the student council meeting on St.
Patrick's Day. We went through a slideshow with ideasrepresentatives generated about
the remainder of the year and how we plan to follow through and act on our thoughts. Mrs.
Ryan rolled out our new logo designs and took a vote. The logo I favored was the one we
chose. A Google form was created to get feedback from students about a possible talent
show, and new Blooket questions/ both inside and outsidegames during lunch. After the
form talks, we reviewed poster designs and time allotted for the talent show.
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Drama Club keturns

By ~ Madeleine Dubeau

The drama club has come back! Due to COVID-19, thedrama club was cancelled for
half of this year, but now the sign-ups are open again! Cohort A will meet on Tuesdays as
well as Cohort B will meet on Thursdays. Cohort A”sfirst meeting will be held on 3/23 and
Cohort B”s will be on 3/25. The sign-up sheets arein the Main Office. Ms. Carmody is the
8th grade English teacher, who will be helping outwith running the drama club.

Earth Day Celebration Planned

By ~ Sari Reyes

What is Earth day? Earth Day is a day where peoplall around the world give back
to the Earth and spread awareness of environmentalprotection.

Have you ever walked down the street and noticed cigarette butts and cans littered
out around? Littering has bugged the Earth for todong and it is time to take action.

The Cohasset-based Safe Harbor organizationhas planned an exciting activity for
you to meet up with your friends, get some fresh air, and help the environment! The
activity will occur on the Saturday after Earth day(April, 24, 2021) from 9:00-2:30 PM. Safe
Harbor will be on site handing out free DeTerra bags,where you can dispose of harmful
substances such as needles, medications, and drugs. The cleanup will take place in
Aaron River Reservoir where you can pick up trashwith your friends. The trash that you
collect will go into two bags. One bag is strictly for substance related litter (medication,




needles etc) and the other for regular trash. The goal is to show that substance use
negatively affects the environment. The bags will be available at the Safe Harbor table for
anyone who wants to participate in this event.

The litter cleanup is not the only way to promote helping the environment. Safe
Harbor will also be hosting a fun way to give gifts to friends and family while still
advocating for Earth Day called “Spring into Action”TThis event will be similar to a
candygram or getting “booed” during the Halloweenseason! You will be able to buy and
send a plant to a loved one, friend, crush e.t.c.

So come and partake in helping the environment. These small deeds will help
spread environment awareness while having fun on a sunny spring day. See you there!

Covid-19 impact on Environment

By ~ Madeleine Dubeau

COVID-19 has been rough for all of us, however, there are advantages with the
virus, considering how the pollution rate has gone down a lot. The virus may not be
helping us physically and socially, but the virus has presented some benefits
environmentally. According to Environmental effects of COVID-19 there have been some
advantages and disadvantages along with the environmental impact. A plus from the
virus is that tourist destinations have been shut down, which lowers the amount of

pollution. This also helps with the amount of people getting the virus. The decrease in
transport and industrial activities, has helped the air quality. The effect of having
everyone working and schooling online at home, this has created a less demand for
electricity and oil in commercial office buildings. With everyone using masks, and
throwing them away after one use is causing the landfills to be filled up even more, and
the masks are made of paper byproducts, so more trees are being cut down. To improve
this problem, we all should start recycling more. Lastly, this global pandemic has
decreased the amount of industrial activities, which has improved the air quality. I hope
everyone is doing well, and don’t forget to stay safel!
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International Women's Day

By: Ava Coffey

Who are some women in your life that have helped and been there for you during
your life? What women have you inspired?

March 8,2021 was International Women’s Day, a daywhich was created to
recognize women around the world that have inspired other women and to promote
women'’s rights.

This very special and important day originated from New York in 1911 and is still
supported by millions of people. International Women'sDay is special for celebrating
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women'’s achievements, raising awareness against bias, and taking action against
inequality.

According to the International Women’s Day website, Each year an annual IWD
campaign theme is celebrated and continues all year long to unify direction and
galvanize activity by providing a meaningful framework to connect and amplify action.”
The website provides resources for organizations and individuals to call out gender bias
and inequality and seek out and celebrate women's achievements.

I encourage everyone to visit InternationalWomen’sDay.comto learn more.
Together, we can all help create a more inclusive world.

April Fool’s Plans

By Georgia Royston & Maddie Williams

The wind whispers a warning
The day has finally come
Prank wars will start at morning

[ start to scheme
My first victim; mom
I think I hear her screams

Next up; Pizza Place
I think a prank call
Man, imagine his face!

April fools has been fun
But everyday comes to an end
Now all the pranks are done.
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CMS Cross Country Gets kRunning

By ~ Aidan Donnelly, Will Chisholm & Brianna Lovéucas

At the Cohasset Middle School, a new cross countryclub started meeting outside on
the front field in March. The club teaches studentrunners how to pace themselves and
build better stamina. The kids that do the cross country club have an opportunity to run on
all different terrain, and the ability to have a
chance to compete.

Eighth grader, Brooke Smith, said she
joined to “get ready for spring sports and to stay
fit.”

Fellow eighth grade runner Addison
Marshak added, “I want to get stronger.”

The girls cross country meets on Mondays and
Wednesdays. The boys cross country club meets
on Tuesdays and Thursdays. The reason for

having one day intervals between  practices is to give runners a day to rest. A lot of
kids are enjoying participating in the cross country club. They start at the front field and
after a little bit of practice and exercising they are ready to run. Once the participants in
the cross country team have finished their exercises and warm ups they go to the middle
school/highschool cross country course. This course is one and a quarter miles long! The
cross country team also has its members run on the weekend. The team uses an app
called Strava to track these runs, and post them to the Cross Country Strava group. Let’s
hope that the members of the team and their coaches have a great time running and
learning the fundamentals of running!!

(Photo Credit: Eva Harries)
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@Mar@]h Madness This Y@@m@

By ~ James Lanza

Spring is finally here! It is not only a time whenwe start to think of the warmer days
ahead, but also time for sporting events to start up. One very popular event that happens
in March is March Madness. No, it doesn’t mean thadveryone goes completely crazy in
March, although some may! According to Britannica March Madness is when different
college basketball teams face off in a tournament. It refers to the National Collegiate
Athletic Association and the tournament takes place every year in March. Although this
year it will look slightly different due to COVID, it will still take place in Indiana, starting on
Thursday, March 18 and will end on Monday, April 5.

Bl.m According to Ihsa, March Madness was created in Illinoién the late
inesHih S . 1930’s, when an annual tournament of high school boys basketball teams
grew from a small fournament to a statewide competition with over 900

schools. The teams attracted sellout crowds at the University of Illinois and college
basketball became a popular game to watch. Henry V.Porter, who was Assistant Executive
Secretary of the Illinois High School Associationgave the event its name when he wrote
about the basketball craze and called it “March Madness”.His essay was published in the
Illinois Interscholastic (the IHSA's magazine) iM939 and the term stuck with the other
newspapers reporting about the tournament. Over the years, the excitement of March
Madness grew and in 1973 the IHSA began using theterm officially.

According fo Sporting News Today, the single-elimination tournament

< SPORTINGNEWS  consists of fields of 64 women’s and 68 men’s teams. Fans make
predictions before the event and enter their selections in office pools or
with friends. Studies have shown that American workers become less productive during
March Madness as many fans spend their time followingtheir brackets while on the job.

Most of the teams have an equal chance to win the tournament this year, but only a
few teams are favorites to run to the national championship. Those teams are Baylor,

®

Gonzaga, Michigan, and Ohio State.
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NCAA Championship Men

2010

201

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

2020

Duke
Connecticut
Kentucky
Louisville
Connecticut
Duke
Villanova
North Carolina
Villanova
Virginia

not held

Butler

Butler

Kansas
Michigan
Kentucky
Wisconsin
North Carolina
Gonzaga
Michigan

Texas Tech

NCAA Championship Women

2010

201

2012

2013

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

2019

Connecticut
Texas ARM
Baylor
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
Connecticut
South Carolina
Notre Dame

Baylor

Stanford

Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Louisville

Notre Dame
Notre Dame
Syracuse
Mississippi Stafe
Mississippi State

Notre Dame

61-59

53-41

67-59

82-76

60-54

68-63

77-74

71-65

79-62

85-77

53-47

76-70

80-61

93-60

79-58

63-53

82-51

67-55

61-58

82-81
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2020 not held

* According to Britannica

Not many people are allowed to go to watch the game in person. Only half the
stadium can be filled. People can send in cardboardcutouts to sit at a seat for a small
price. The players will wear masks until they must step onto the court. People can watch
the games on zoom and on the TV if they would like. The few people watching the game in
person will be socially distant from the other people there and will be wearing masks.

That is how March Madness this year will be likelt is much different than before
this COVID broke out and changed everything.

Sources:
www.ihsa.org

www.britannica.com

www.sportingnews.com

www.Indystar.com

Brady is the System
By ~ Ollie Buckley

Super Bowl LV (55) took place on Sunday, Februaryth. The Tampa Bay
Buccaneers won at home, 31-9, against the Kansas CityChiefs.

It was said that this game would decide whether Tom Brady is the real G.O.AT. In
order to secure that reputation, he must beat the young, new face of the NFL, previous
superbowl MVP, Patrick Mahomes. Although he was successfult is a popular opinion that
it wasn't Patrick Mahomes that lost his team the gamelf you watched the game, you
could see Mahomes making very accurate, diving throwsand really pouring his heart out
into the game. If Tom Brady ever retires, Patricklahomes is sure to be competing for
Brady’s position as Greatest of All Time.

This year was the first year the Patriots missedthe playoffs in 11 years. They were a
star team with QB Tom Brady and this year he was tradedto The Buccaneers. Ironically,
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he won the Super Bowl in his first year with his new team, and with the help of his former
teammate, Rob Gronkowski. “Gronk” was a major partof his success on the Patriots.

Tom Brady was replaced with Cam Newton, who was irhis prime in 2015 when he made it
to Super Bowl 50 with the Carolina Panthers. He unfortunatelost to the Denver Broncos.
However this year, many are saying he “will never be as good as he was” and was thought
of as selfish during his season on the Patriots. HoweverCam is expected to return next
season, and Patriots Head Coach, Bill Belichick imaking sure of that. When asked if he
will switch to his backup QB, Jarrett Stidham, Belichicksays, “Cam’s our quarterback,
that's the way it has been all year.”

This season had many major changes for the NFL, suchas the reign of the New
England Patriots most likely coming to an end, TheWashington Redskins changing their
name to the Washington Football Team, and of courselet’s not forget, COVID-19. Who
knows what the future of the NFL holds?

BurtpNeERg

(Image credit: Roto Street Journal)

Sailing Imto Summer

By ~ Will Chrisholm

As the weather begins to warm up, it's time to start thinking ahead to summer! In
Cohasset, there are so many fun activities to participate in over the summer. One of the
more popular activities many children take part in sailing lessons.

There are a couple locations where children can go to take sailing lessons, either at
the Cohasset Yacht Club or the Cohasset Sailing Club. These two sailing clubs are very
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similar and also very different in certain ways, but either one will teach you basic
seamanship and how to sail a boat the best you can.

Whether you go to the Yacht Club or the Sailing Club,
your sailboat can take you to so many exciting
locations that are so close to home. Depending onyour
sailing skills, you could sail out into Cohasset Harbor
or you may find yourself all the way out into the ocean
at the Minot Lighthouse. If you get hot, you coulgump
off the boat and go swimming or head on over to the
sand bar, or even just relax and lay down on the beach

at some point.

If you sign up for lessons at either the Yacht Club or the Sailing Club, each club has
at least one designated Field Day - a day simply tchave fun! The Yacht Club usually sails
on over to Sandy Cove and the Sailing Club goes to the sand bar for the day.

At the Yacht Club, you can sail Optis, 420s, and many more boats that are bigger
and faster on the water. At the Sailing Club, you can sail Bics, Quests, and many more
types of boats as you become more skilled. Everydayis different and, as a student, you
learn a lot about how to tie different sailing knots,
about the tides, and about boats and how to
properly sail or race them. As the Sailing Club puts it,
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