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The attendance law of Mississippi ensures that parents/guardians have their children attend school 
unless an absence is of absolute necessity.  Students must attend school for 63% of the school day 
to be counted as present. 
 
 1.  Lawfully excused absences include the following: 
   A.  Illness or injury 
   B.  Isolation ordered by county health officials or the State Board of Health 
   C.  Death or serious illness of a member of the immediate family 
   D.  Medical or dental appointment (doctor’s excuse must be provided) 
   E.  Court appearance 
    F.  Observance of religious events (absences must be approved by the administration  
          prior to the student being absent) 
   G.  School functions 
 
 2.  Parent Liability  

A.  If a child accumulates five (5) unlawful absences, the principal or superintendent  
      will report the absences to attendance officers. 

       B.  Parents/guardians who refuse or willfully fail to adhere to this law shall be guilty of  
               negligence, and upon conviction shall be punished in accordance with Section 97- 
               5-39 (Mississippi Code, 1972), which involves the parent’s being subject to a $1,000  
               fine and/or up to one year in jail. 

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY – Secondary Schools 
1. Attendance Law 
 The district attendance policy, which serves to determine whether or not a student 

receives credit for a course, conforms to the State of Mississippi’s compulsory attendance 
law.  The state law serves to ensure that parents/guardians have their children in school 
unless an absence is of absolute necessity. 

 
2. Number of Absences 
 In order to receive credit in any course in the District’s secondary schools, a student must 

be in class a required number of days. No student can miss more than 16 unexcused days 
of the 180-day school year. 

 
3. Exception 

Absences will be excused for students who miss school for school-related activities that 



have been approved by the principal. 
 
4. Lawfully excused absences include the following: 

A. Illness or injury, 
B. Death or serious illness of a member of the immediate family,  
C. Medical or dental appointment, or court appearance, 
D. Conditions sufficient to warrant non-attendance (this will be determined solely by 

school authorities of the GSD). 
 
5.     Unlawful absences 

A. Absences for reasons other than those listed above are unlawful. 
B. Parental Liability 

1. If a child has not been in attendance/enrolled within fifteen (15) calendar 
days after the first day of school, or if a child has accumulated five 
unlawful absences, the principal or superintendent will report the absences 
to the Compulsory School Attendance Enforcement Office of the State 
Department of Education. 

2. Parents/guardians who refuse or willfully fail to adhere to this law will be 
guilty of negligence and educational neglect and, upon conviction, will be 
subject to a $1,000 fine and/or up to one year in jail in accordance with 
Section 97-5-39 (Mississippi Code, 1972). 

 
6. Parents/Guardians will be contacted by the automated phone system when their 

child is absent (excused or unexcused).      
 
7. Students should adhere to the following procedures when seeking an excused 

absence: 
When it is necessary for a student to be absent from school, the parent/guardian is 

required to submit an excuse to the office within 24 hours of the student’s return 
to class.  These should be submitted directly to the office. 
1. Each secondary school is limited to three parent written excuses per 

semester. 
2. There is no limit to the number of doctor’s excuses that may be submitted. 
3. Nurse Checkouts are excused.  

 
School administrators will determine the appropriateness or inappropriateness of absence 
documentation. 

 
   8.  Unexcused absences 
              A. Failure to submit a doctor’s excuse or legal documentation will result in the 

absence being classified as “unexcused”. 
        B. Following a student’s fifth (5) unexcused absence, the records clerk will notify the     
 truant officer. 
        C. On the fifth unexcused absence the student will receive a maximum grade of 2.39 

(9th & 10th grades) and will not receive credit in each of the student’s scheduled 
classes. 



 
9. Appeal Procedures 

The attendance policy has an appeal procedure for students who have missed more than 
the allotted number of days.   
 
The following steps should be followed: 
 

A.  A letter requesting a waiver must be submitted to the building principal within one 
(1) week of the end of the nine weeks. 

B.  The Board of Trustees requires the principal to approve or deny the request. 
C.  Requests denied by the principal may be appealed to the superintendent and then to 

the Board of Trustees. 
D. The parent/guardian will be notified of the results of the review. 

 
MISSISSIPPI COMPULSORY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE LAW 

This law requires that a student must attend school until he/she has reached the age of 17 years 
on or before September 1 of the school year in question. 

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY – Elementary  
 
 1.  Absences 
       A.  Number of Absences – The number of absences allowed is eight (8) absences  
             per semester or sixteen (16) absences per year. A student who is absent more than     
             sixteen (16) days is subject to retention.   
       B.  Exceptions – Students who are absent because of school-related activities will  
                    automatically be excused.  Any other exceptions resulting in eight (8) or more  
                    absences during a semester will require the parent to appear before the Attendance  
                    Review Committee. 
       C.  Appeal Procedure – Parents of students missing eight (8) or more days during a  

     semester may appear before the Attendance Review Committee (elementary 
     principals and one or more central-level administrators). At this time the parent may 
     present doctors’ excuses or any other information pertaining to the student’s  
     excessive absences. The Attendance Review Committee will determine if the  
     excessive absences will be excused. 

        D.  When a child is absent from school, the parent/guardian should call the records    
                     clerk at the child’s school.  The parent/guardian must provide a note explaining the  
                     reason for the absence.  After eight (8) absences the parent must provide a doctor’s  
                     excuse or any other information pertaining to the student’s absence.  According to  
                     Mississippi law, children must attend school. When the number of absences or  
                     tardies affect a student’s classroom participation, the school makes a report to the  
                     Mississippi State Department Attendance Officer. 

  
Students who have missed no school time for the entire year will receive perfect attendance awards 
at the end of the year. Any tardies or checkouts will prevent a student from earning this award. 
Perfect attendance for the year requires full-day attendance.



 
 

 

 
2.  Check-Ins 

 A student arriving late for school must be accompanied by a parent or guardian before the 
student will be admitted to class. 

 
3.  Check-Outs   
 Students needing to check out of school for any reason must: 
  A.  Obtain permission from the teacher of the class to report to the office.  
  B.  Report directly to the office, where all calls will be made by the secretary or principal’s  
               designee. Only those people who have been listed on the checkout card by the parent or  
               guardian will be allowed to check out a student. If an emergency exists, the principal  
               or principal’s designee will handle the situation. 
  C.  Remain in the office area until the parent or designee has reported to the school to  
        personally sign the student out on the student checkout card. Clearance will be  
        indicated by signature of parent, guardian, or designee on the student checkout card.  
        No student will be allowed to check out unless the student has a completed checkout  
               card filed in the office. 
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