
MS SEL Adop�on Commitee BIAS REVIEW Data Collec�on 
14 responses as of 5/7/2024 
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food scarcity, shelter scarcity, interrupted education, new
to district, new to country

persons with disabilities

different races/ethnicities/cultures/tribal citizens

different genders and gender identities

Characters/figures central to the instructional material show 
diverse groups in a variety of roles and occupations.

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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Characters/figures are described by their behaviors,
beliefs, and values rather than unnecessary socioeconomic

descriptors.

food scarcity, shelter scarcity, interrupted education, new
to district, new to country

persons with disabilities

different races/ethnicities/cultures/tribal citizens

different genders and gender identities

When present in the instructional material, character traits 
such as courage, leadership, intelligence, integrity, etc., are 

distributed among diverse groups.

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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The instructional material presents multiple sides  of any
controversial and complex issues related to  the content

area.

food scarcity, shelter scarcity, interrupted education, new
to district, new to country

persons with disabilities

different races/ethnicities/cultures/tribal citizens

different genders and gender identities

Biographical, contemporary, or historical materials infuse 
perspectives and contributions from members of diverse 

groups substantially, accurately, and respectfully.

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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If belief systems are covered in the instructional
materials, multiple belief systems/religions are  presented.
No one belief system is positioned as  superior to others.

Any belief systems covered in the instructional  materials
are presented respectfully, accurately  and with

appropriate context.

The instructional materials include literature,  examples,
or situations that accurately reflect the  culture,

languages, traditions, beliefs, values, and  customs of
people from diverse backgrounds.

Multicultural Representation

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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If the images/text in instructional material  addresses a
stereotype or bias, the historical,  social or cultural context

is relevant to  contemporary issues.

All labels or captions of images use inclusive and  gender-
neutral language and avoid stereotypical  descriptions.

Illustrations depict different groups in roles of  power and
authority.

Visual materials include people with disabilities,  with
various body types, and/or of advanced age.

The curriculum features visually diverse  characters, and
the characters of color do not all  look alike.

The instructional material provides a range of  text, 
examples, scenarios, and applications  relevant to our 

district students’ real-life  experiences and cultural 
backgrounds.

The instructional material uses imagery that  promotes
inclusion and belonging in real-life,  contemporary

contexts.

Imagery and Language

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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When family references are present in  instructional
material, examples are sensitive to  diversity in family

dynamics and student  experience of family and home.

When family depiction is present in instructional  material,
families exhibit a range of configurations  in addition to

the traditional nuclear family model  - single parents,
adopted and foster c...

Family Representation

Met Part Met NA Not Met
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Guidance is provided on opportunities to partner  with 
students’ families and caregivers to enhance  lessons.

The instructional material provides strategies for  teachers 
to elicit and instructionally respond to  their students’ 

prior knowledge, interests, and  identities

Teacher Guidance

Met Part Met NA Not Met

Do you have any concerns about author 
bias? If so, provide evidence in next 

questions.

Yes No

Do you have any additional concerns 
about generalizations, stereotypes or 

misrepresentations in the instructional 
material? If so, please document in next 

question.

Yes No



 

 

Do you recommend the use of 
this instructional material from an 

inclusive and unbiased content 
perspective?

Yes No
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