
Multilingual Parent
Advisory Committee (MPAC)

ACCESS Parent Information Meeting
December 14, 2023



Languages Requested
● Japanese - Mihoko Yamamoto
● Korean - Hannah Yu
● Ukrainian - Tetyana Matkivska
● Russian - Sasha Sutrop
● Spanish - Adriana Temple
● Telugu- Prasanna Bumireddy
● Tamil- Sandy Krishnan 
● Greek- Rita Petratos

Breakout Rooms



Welcome!

District 15 EL Students

● 3482 Eligible Students

● 462 Recent Exits

● 464 Fully Exited

● 86+ Languages 



Part 1:

● What is ACCESS? What is Alternate ACCESS? Why are these 
assessments given? Who takes these assessments? When are the 
assessments administered?

Part 2:

● How are the ACCESS tests structured? 

Part 3:

● What can parents do to help their students prepare for ACCESS? 

Part 4:

● What do ACCESS levels mean? When will parents receive results? 

Agenda



Format for Tonight- Session with other languages
Timing

● Part 1: Large group → Breakout for translation
● Part 2: Large group → Breakout for translation
● Part 3: Large group → Breakout for translation
● Part 4: Large group → Breakout for translation



PART 1
What is ACCESS?

What is Alternate ACCESS?
Why are the ACCESS assessments given?

Who takes the ACCESS assessments?
When are the ACCESS assessments administered?



What is ACCESS?



ACCESS is a YEARLY assessment

that measures

English language proficiency

Over Time.

What is ACCESS?



What is ACCESS?



What is ACCESS?



Alternate ACCESS Measures

English Language Proficiency

for Students with

Significant Cognitive Disabilities.

What is Alternate ACCESS?



What is Alternate ACCESS?



Title IA
● 20 U.S.C. 6301 §1111(b)(2)(C)(v)(II)(dd)
● 20 U.S.C. 6301 §1111(b)(3)(C)(ix)(III) & (x)
● 20 U.S.C. 6301 §1111(b)(6) & (7)

Title IIIA

Why are the ACCESS Tests Given?

Federal Law
ESSA = Every Student Succeeds Act

State Law

Illinois School Code Article 14C-3



Goals:

● Helps students and families understand students’ current level 
of English proficiency along the continuum.

● Helps determine if students are ready to exit EL programming.
● Helps teachers plan effective instruction.
● Ensures programs are effective in practice.
● Ensures every EL makes appropriate progress toward English 

proficiency.

Why are the ACCESS Tests Given?



All English Learners must participate, including:

● Students whose parents refuse services.
● Students with disabilities.

Who Takes the ACCESS Assessments?

Federal & State Requirement



Who Is an English Learner?
Home Language Survey English Language 

Proficiency Assessment

Students MUST qualify 
based on assessment 

results.
Parents MUST check “yes” to 

question 1 or 2.



Testing Window: January 18 - March 1

Testing will take place during the school day at a 
time that is least disruptive to your child.

When Are the ACCESS Assessments Administered?



PART 2
How are the ACCESS tests structured?



Addresses Grade Level Content for:

How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?



Order of the Administration:

How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?

1st 2nd



All ACCESS Tests are ADAPTIVE:

How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?

● This means the tests target students’ individual range of 
language skills.

● This also means the level of difficulty of the tests adapts 
to the performance of the student, getting harder or 
easier following a correct or incorrect answer 
respectively.



Alternate ACCESS 

● Paper-based
● Given 1:1
● 45 minutes total

How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?



Kindergarten 

● Paper-based
● Given 1:1
● 45 minutes total

How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?



How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?

Grades 1-8

Completed 
Online



How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?

Grades 1-3
● PAPER

Grades 4-8
● COMPUTER



How Are the ACCESS Tests Structured?

Students work at their own pace using the following guidelines: 

All are NOT 
administered on 

the same day!

Grades 1-12



Listening Item Layout 



Reading Item Layout



Speaking Item Layout

 ● Students use 
headphones 
with mic.

● Students 
speak for 1 
min straight.



Writing Item Layout

WIDA Consortium

  



Accommodations
Accommodations are afforded to students with IEPs and can include:

WIDA Consortium



Test Proctors

All test proctors are certified to administer ACCESS.

● Every test administrator completes 2 hours of online training. 
● Every test administrator must take and pass a test to be certified.

WIDA Consortium



PART 3
What can parents do to help their students 

prepare for ACCESS?



Any preparation efforts 
should:

● Be FUN!
● Not cause stress.
● Never frustrate your 

child.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Provide opportunities for your child to express him/herself daily.

○ Ask open-ended questions: 
■ Tell me 3 interesting things about your day.
■ Tell me 3 new things you learned today.

○ Avoid questions with “yes/no” answers.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Help your child feel comfortable speaking into a microphone and 
recording him/herself on the Chromebook.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?

● vocaroo.com
● blabberize.com



Encourage your child to speak for the entire time allotted on the 
assessment (1 min).

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Pause while watching a 
movie,  reading a story, or 
having a conversation and 
ask your child to summarize 
what was talked about.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Ask your child to 
repeat back 
instructions you’ve 
given.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Ensure your child 
reads every day for at 
least 20 minutes.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Read together 
as a family.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Help your child 
find time to keep 
a daily journal.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Encourage your 
child to write 
letters to friends 
and family 
members.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Encourage your 
child to make lists 
for grocery 
shopping or to-do 
lists for the 
weekends.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Before the test, 
make sure your 
child gets a good 
night’s sleep.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Before the test, 
make sure your 
child eats a 
healthy breakfast.

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Before the test, 
make sure your 
arrives at school 
on time.

(avoid stressful situations)

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



Before the test, 
be positive and 
have a “can do” 
attitude!

How Can We Prepare Students for ACCESS?



PART 4
What do ACCESS scores mean?

When will parents receive results? 



What Do ACCESS Scores Mean?



What Do ACCESS Scores Mean?

The proficiency level score is a whole number 
followed by a decimal. The whole number 

reflects the student’s proficiency level, and the 
decimal reflects how far the student has 

progressed within that level.  



What Do ACCESS Scores Mean?
Students will receive scores for:

● Listening
● Speaking
● Reading
● Writing
● Oral Language
● Literacy
● Comprehension
● Overall Composite



What Do ACCESS Scores Mean?

Parents will 
receive score 
reports in their 
native 
language



What Do ACCESS Scores Mean?

Scores can be compared from year to year to 
ensure your child is growing in their English 
proficiency.



When Will Parents Receive Results?

● ISBE has shared 2024 scores will arrive in the district 
sometime in May 2024.

● Parents will be notified if students are continuing in 
the EL program or will exit by the end of September.

● Parents will receive 2024 ACCESS score reports at 
parent/teacher conferences in November.



56

What happens to our students after they exit?

Current EL
Never EL

Former EL
Newly Proficient EL



Questions?




