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The classic story of aboy and his beloved pet
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Realistic Fiction

The Alaskan wilderness is a lonely
place for Mark Andersen, especially
after the death of his brother. But
Mark finds a friend named Ben, who
happens to be an Alaskan brown

bear. Ben and Mark form a special |
bond, but the townspeople are deter- - |
mined to destroy it. It is only through

the strength of an enduring friend-

Esperanza Ortega possesses all the treasures a
young girl could want: fancy dresses; a beautiful
home filled with servants in the bountiful region of
Aguascalientes, Mexico; and the promise of one day
rising to Mama’s position and presiding over all of

But a sudden tragedy shatters that dream, forcing

”“;4 Esperanza and Mama to flee to California and settle
: N 7 in a Mexican farm labor camp. There they confront
e B ﬁ the challenges of hard work, acceptance by their

own people, and economic difficulties brought on
by the Great Depression. When Mama falls ill from
Valley Fever and a strike for better working condi-
tions threatens to uproot their new life, Esperanza
must relinquish her hold on the past and learn to
embrace a future ripe with the riches of family and

ship that Ben—and Mark—have a
chance of being saved.
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¢ "Never go into the deep parts of

the forest, for there are many
 RoBERT BEATTY. dangers there, and they will

: ensnare your soul."

Serafina has never had a reason to disobey her pa and venture
beyond the grounds of Biltmore Estate. There's plenty to explore in
her grand home, but she must take care to never be seen. None of
the rich folk upstairs know that Serafina exists; she and her pa, the
estate's maintenance man, have lived in the basement for as long as
Serafina can remember. She has learned to sneak and hide.

But when children at the estate start disappearing, only Serafina
knows who the culprit is: a terrifying man in a black cloak who
stalks Biltmore's corridors at night. Following her own harrowing
escape, Serafina risks everything by joining forces with Braeden
Vanderbilt, the young nephew of the Biltmore's owners. Braeden
and Serafina must uncover the man in the black cloak's true identity
before all of the children vanish one by one.

Serafina's hunt leads her into the very forest that she has been
taught to fear. There she discovers a forgotten legacy of magic - one
that is bound to her own identity. In order to save the children of
Biltmore, Serafina must seek the answers that will unlock the
puzzle of her past.

| MIKE LUPICA

We Need Diverse Books founder Ellen Oh
returns with Spirit Hunters, a high-stakes .
middle-grade mystery series about Harper ="
Raine, the new seventh grader in town who
must face down the dangerous ghosts |
haunting her younger brother.
A riveting ghost story and captivating
adventure, this tale will have you guessing
at every turn!
Harper doesn’t trust her new home from
the moment she steps inside, and the
rumors are that the Raine family’s new
house is haunted. Harper isn’t sure she §§
believes those rumors, until her younger
brother, Michael, starts acting strangely.

The whole atmosphere gives Harper a sense of déja vu, but she
can’t remember why. She knows that the memories she’s
blocking will help make sense of her brother’s behavior and
the strange and threatening sensations she feels in this house,
but will she be able to put the pieces together in time?

Non-Fiction

On May 21, 1937, the most famous female pilot of all
time, Amelia Earhart, set out to do the impossible:
circumnavigate the globe at its widest point-27,000
miles in all. Just six weeks later, she disappeared over
the Pacific Ocean. Eighty years have passed since that
fateful flight; and still, Amelia's plane has never been
found. Discover the thrilling life and tragic end of
America's most famous trailblazing flier with this
impeccably researched and masterfully crafted book

from acclaimed author Candace Fleming.

#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLING AUTHOR

Twelve-year-old Danny Walker may be the smallest
kid on the basketball court, but don't tell him that.
Because no one plays with more heart or court
sense. But none of that matters when he is cut from
his local travel team, the very same team his father
led to national prominence as a boy. Danny's father,
still smarting from his own troubles, knows Danny
isn't the only kid who was cut for the wrong reason,
and together, this washed-up former player and a
bunch of never-say-die kids prove that the heart
simply cannot be measured.

Sometimes the smallest players play the BIGGEST game.

Galileo. Newton. Salk. Oppenheimer. Science can
change the world...but can it go too far? Elev-
en-year-old Ellie has never liked change. She

misses fifth grade. She misses her old best
friend. She even misses her dearly departed
goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up.
He’s bossy. He’s cranky. And weirdly enough...he
looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist
who’s always been slightly obsessed with immor-
tality. Could this pimply boy really be Grandpa

Melvin? Has he finally found the secret to eternal

youth?

With a lighthearted touch and plenty of humor,
Jennifer Holm celebrates the wonder of science
and explores fascinating questions about life and
death, family and friendship, immortality...and
possibility.

Three-Time Newbery Honor-Winning Author

JENNIFER L. HOLM
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