
Tomball ISD: Not Just a District, a Destination

VISION
Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

MISSION
Tomball ISD educates students to become responsible, productive citizens by providing innovative,

individually rigorous, and personally valuable educational experiences.

https://www.tomballisd.net/


Board of Trustees

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership/board-of-trustees


Pictured: (Back Row, L-R) Mark Lewandowski, John E. McStravick, Matt Schiel, Dr. Michael Pratt
(Front Row, L-R) Justin Unser, Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Lee McLeod, Tina Salem

District Leadership

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/leadership


Pictured: (L-R) Dr. Steven Gutierrez, Chief Operating Officer; Dr. Michael Webb, Chief Academic
Officer; Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora, Superintendent; Dr. Amy Schindewolf, Chief of Staff & School

Leadership; Zack Boles, Chief Financial Officer; Holly Sherman, Legal Counsel

Over 300 TISD Teachers Earn Designation through Teacher
Incentive Allotment

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/over-300-tomball-isd-teachers-earn-designation-through-teacher-incentive-allotment-resulting-in-significant-salary-increase


Tomball ISD announced that 314 of its eligible teachers, equal to 39 percent, representing all 22
eligible campuses, have earned a designation through the state’s Teacher Incentive Allotment (TIA),

which will award these well-deserving educators a significant salary increase for the next five
years.

The Teacher Incentive Allotment was created by the Texas Legislature as part of House Bill 3 to
provide state-funded incentives to help school districts recruit, retain, and reward highly-qualified
classroom teachers without using local district funding. This Bill authorized school districts to

create TIA local designation systems that, once developed, are approved by the Texas Education
Agency (TEA), and put through a data validation process by a third party, Texas Tech University.

Read more about the Teacher Incentive Allotment.

Creating a Bright Future
Tomball ISD Superintendent of Schools addressed the community in her 7th Annual State of the

District. This year's event was held at the Early Excellence Academy, Tomball ISD's new Pre-K
Center.

Thank you to the Tomball Education Foundation for hosting this event.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/district/post/over-300-tomball-isd-teachers-earn-designation-through-teacher-incentive-allotment-resulting-in-significant-salary-increase


State of the District 2024





Tomball ISD has been honored with the Best Communities for Music Education designation from
The NAMM Foundation for its outstanding commitment to music education.

Celebrating 25 years, the Best Communities for Music Education designation is awarded to school
districts across the nation that demonstrate outstanding achievement to provide music access

and education to all students.

Read more about the national recognition.

The Tomball ISD Board of Trustees were immersed in the educational experience at several
Tomball ISD campuses during its Spring 2024 Board Walks day. The School Board visited Tomball

Intermediate, Willow Creek Elementary, Grand Lakes Junior High, and the TISD Transportation
Department.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/fine-arts/post/tomball-isd-receives-national-recognition-for-music-education-support


Board Walks | Spring 2024 | Tomball ISD



In the News

Dr. Salazar-Zamora Recognizes TISD Educators as Spring 2024 Superintendent
Shining Stars
Tomball ISD teachers were honored by Dr. Martha Salazar-Zamora as Spring 2024 Superintendent
Shining Stars:

Martha Perez (Early Excellence Academy)
Rian Gammill (Tomball High School)
Christine Polt (Tomball Junior High)

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases


Daisy Jara (Rosehill Elementary)

Read more about the Shining Stars program.

Treva Madore Named Next Principal of Creekside Forest Elementary
Tomball ISD is excited to announce Treva Madore as the next Principal of Creekside Forest
Elementary. She will take over for Sherri Trammell, who announced her retirement from education
at the end of the school year.

Read more on Mrs. Madore.

Ishika Varipilli Earns Third Straight Trip to National Spelling Bee as Houston
Regional Winner
Creekside Park Junior High eighth grader Ishika Varipilli, has once again secured her spot for the
third straight year in the 2024 Scripps National Spelling Bee, after winning The 2024 Regional
Spelling Bee, hosted by Houston Community College.

Read more about Ishika's Spelling Bee journey to the National Bee.

Congrats to TMHS Cross Examination Debate Duo
Congratulations to Tomball Memorial High School students Aaron Tharp and Ethan McKeever for
capturing a runner-up finish at the Texas 6A C-X Debate Championship!

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/staff-recognition/post/dr-salazar-zamora-recognizes-tisd-educators-as-spring-2024-superintendent-shining-stars
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/staff-recognition/post/treva-madore-named-next-principal-of-creekside-forest-elementary
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/academics/post/ishika-varipilli-earns-third-straight-trip-to-national-spelling-bee-as-houston-regional-winner


Job Fair Success
Tomball ISD recently hosted its annual Job Fair, led by the Human Talent Department, welcoming in
over 500 prospective applicants for jobs across the District.

Harmonizing Education Through Music Therapy (Credit: HCDE)
Thanks to a partnership between Tomball ISD and Harris County Department of Education, Music
therapy is provided to students in special education as a related service when needed to assist a
student with making progress toward their educational goals. Allison Landes leads the way in
TISD.

Read the HCDE story on Allison Landes.

Charlie Gerszewski Named Next Principal of Tomball Junior High
Tomball ISD is excited to announce Charlie Gerszewski as the next Principal of Tomball Junior
High. He will take over for Chad Allman, who announced his retirement from education at the end
of the school year.

Read more on Mr. Gerszewski.

Tomball ISD Hosts Inaugural Mental Health & Wellness Fair
Tomball ISD continues to play an integral role in connecting the community this time through its
inaugural Mental Health & Wellness Fair, led by campus counselors at the Tomball Event Center in
late March.

https://blog.hcde-texas.org/2024/03/27/harmonizing-education-through-music-therapy/
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/staff-recognition/post/charlie-gerszewski-named-next-principal-of-tomball-junior-high


Tomball High School Theatre
Congratulations to the Tomball High School Theatre Department
for winning 1st Place at the District UIL One-Act Play Contest!

Students individually recognized were Ella Caouette (Best
Technician), MaryHelen Bucklin (Honorable Mention), Gaby
Velazquez (All-Star Cast), and Elizabeth Northway (Best Performer).

WCES Art

Fine Arts in Our Schools Month was in March and Willow Creek
Elementary took advantage of it by hosting a Painting With
Parents fundraiser, welcoming in its school community for a fun
night of painting!

Tomball Memorial High School Wildcat Theatre

Congrats to Tomball Memorial High School Theatre's Kellen
Highfield- Best Performer, Andrew Morataya - Honrable Mention All
Star Cast, Andrea Naranjo - All Star Cast and Charlotte Feucht -
Best Technician at the District One Act Play contest!

Tomball High School Cougar Pride Band Winter Guard

Congratulations to the Tomball High School Cougar Pride Band
Winter Guard for being named Area Champions for the third year in
a row, promoting a class each time!

Elementary and Intermediate Honor Choir

Tomball ISD will showcase nearly 150 elementary and intermediate
students, representing all campuses at the upcoming Honor Choir
performance held at Lone Star College-Tomball at 4 PM on April 20
and again at the Tomball ISD Fine Arts Festival.



Tomball Memorial High School Silver Stars

Congratulations to the TMHS Silver Stars for earning the title of
Crowd Pleasers National Champions, capturing 1st place in all
categories. Lyrical earned a perfect score, and the team won by 12
points!!

Tomball Memorial High School Girls Soccer
Congratulations to Tomball Memorial High School Girls Soccer
for advancing to the Regional Tournament after winning its
Regional Quarterfinalist game. The Wildcats will now face off in
the Regional Semifinals vs. Wylie East Friday, April 5 at 4 PM.

Tomball High School Girls Soccer
Congratulations to Tomball HS Girls Soccer for also advancing to
the Regional Tournament after winning its Regional Quarterfinalist
game. The Cougars will now face off in the Regional Semifinals vs.
Rockwall Friday, April 5 at 6 PM.

Tomball High School Girls Golf
Congratulations to the Tomball High School Girls Golf Team for
winning its fourth straight District Championship to advance to
Regionals.

Tomball High School Boys Golf

Congratulations to Tomball High School Boys Golf team member
Rhett Turner on his second place finish at the District Tournament
to advance to the Regional Tournament.



Tomball Memorial High School Boys Golf

Congratulations to Tomball Memorial High School Boys Golf team
member Emerson Straley on advancing to the Regional
Tournament.

Tomball Memorial High School Boys Track & Field

Congratulations to the TMHS Boys Track Team for capturing a
second place finish at the District Track Meet. Also, congrats to
numerous individual Regional qualifiers from both TMHS and THS
Girls and Boys Track & Field.

JOIN US!!
Tomball ISD MOVES presents the Tomball ISD Superintendent's Fun Run. The TISD

Superintendent's Fun Run is a 5k (3.1 miles) timed race that will take place on April 13, 2024 at the
Tomball Event Center.

Take advantage of early registration with a savings! Price increases after April 6, 2024.

REGISTER HERE!

https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Tomball/TomballISDFunRun


REMINDER!
Is your child ready for Kindergarten? Online Kindergarten Registration is now open!

For information on how to enroll, visit our Kindergarten Enrollment page.

Pre-K Online Registration is Now Open in Tomball ISD for Qualifying Students!

If your child will be 4 years old on or before September 1, they are age-eligible but must still meet
state qualifications Pre-Kindergarten.

https://www.tomballisd.net/new-to-tomball/registration-enrollment


For State requirements or how to register, visit our Pre-K Information page.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/academics/pre-kindergarten/pre-k-registration


The 2024 Fine Arts Festival will be held at Tomball High School and at Tomball Junior High School
on Saturday, April 27, 2024 from 9 AM to 4 PM.

This event showcases the various Fine Arts Disciplines in the district. Activities throughout the
day include many performances by talented Musical/Dance & Theater Groups and K-12 Artwork on

display.

Learn More About District Zone Reset

https://www.tomballisd.net/families/district-zone-reset


https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories


Tomball ISD Promotes a Love for Reading with ‘Tomball Reads to Succeed’ Week
“Tomball Reads to Succeed” Week celebrates the power of reading.
Organized by the Tomball ISD elementary school librarians and counselors, Tomball Reads Week
brought together the local community to celebrate the power of reading with our youngest
learners.

Read more about Tomball Reads Week.

Tomball ISD Students are Reader Leaders in Battle of Books Competition
Tomball ISD students made an impressive showing at the 2024 Tomball ISD Battle of the Books,
led by teams from Timber Creek Elementary and Northpointe Intermediate, who took home top
honors.

Read about Battle of the Books.

Tomball P-TECH program receives expansion grant for more courses at Lone Star
College-Tomball
The Tomball Star Academy P-TECH program received an $86,000 grant from Educate Texas at the
Communities Foundation of Texas to expand current course offerings at LSC-Tomball in fall 2024.

Read more about Tomball ISD's P-TECH.

Tomball ISD Communications Wins 24 TSPRA Star Awards
Tomball ISD Communications was honored as the best in the State of Texas with three Best of
Category Awards, a Crystal Commendation Certificate of Merit, 12 Gold Star honors, five Silver Star

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/tomball-isd-promotes-a-love-for-reading-with-tomball-reads-to-succeed-week
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-students-are-reader-leaders-in-battle-of-books-competition
https://www.lonestar.edu/news/100357.htm


honors, and three Bronze Star honors at the Texas School Public Relations Association (TSPRA)
annual conference in Sugar Land.

Read more about the success from the Communications Team.

DPES Teacher Goes Above & Beyond for Student, Recognized on Texans Helping
Texans KHOU Broadcast
Decker Prairie Elementary kindergarten teacher Cheryl Shrader exemplified what it means to go
above and beyond for a student. When Kendall, a kindergarten student in Shrader’s class, had to
have spine surgery in October 2023 to fix a form of scoliosis, that meant she would be in a body
cast for weeks and couldn't return to her class for months.

When the time came for Schrader to step up big, she did.

Read more on this amazing teacher.

CPES Counselor Leads Campus-Based Guidance Lessons
At Canyon Pointe Elementary, Counselor Brenda Becerril has created student-focused initiatives
that expand self reflection, discuss life topics like friendship and goals all while continuing to
focus on finding ways to support the local community.

Read more about CPES' initiatives.

Cross Examination Debate Teams Sweep Top Awards at District to Advance to
State
Tomball ISD students competing in Cross Examination made an impressive statement at the
recent UIL District Cross Examination Tournament, capturing first and second place to advance to
the UIL State Tournament.

Read more about the Debate teams.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/tomball-isd-communications-wins-24-tspra-star-awards
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-dpes-teacher-goes-above-beyond-for-student-recognized-on-texans-helping-texans-khou-broadcast
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-cpes-counselor-leads-campus-based-guidance-lessons
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-cross-examination-debate-teams-sweep-top-awards-at-district-to-advance-to-state


TMHS Wildcat Theatre Inspiring Creativity and Excelling at all Levels
Whether it is through the Educational Theatre Association or the program’s commitment to
excellence as part of The International Thespian Society, TMHS students, led by TMHS Theatre
Director Bryce Ballew and Assistant Director Toby Drake, continue to excel at the state and
national level.

Read more about TMHS Wildcat Theatre.

Tomball ISD and Dr. Z Welcome Home Former THS, TMHS Students for College
101
College 101 and Tomball ISD welcomed former students from Tomball High School and Tomball
Memorial High School to share about their experiences now as college students. Set up as a
panel-like discussion, each high school hosted the event.

Read more about College 101.

CPES Uses Wild Cafe to Build Student Leaders
Canyon Pointe Elementary is focused on building student leaders on campus, and through the Wild
Cafe, an idea initiated by SLL Teacher Matthew Martinez, and supported by a campus committee
led by Assistant Principal Lauren Dunleavy, this incredible opportunity for SLL students has enabled
them to learn life and social skills on campus.

Read more on Wild Cafe.

Students Giving Back this Holiday Season in a Big Way

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories/feel-good-stories-detail/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tmhs-wildcat-theatre-inspiring-creativity-and-excelling-at-all-levels
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-tomball-isd-and-dr-z-welcome-home-former-ths-tmhs-students-for-college-101
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-cpes-uses-wild-cafe-to-build-student-leaders


Tomball ISD campus leaders and teachers continue to empower students to know the impact they
can have on others, and as the holiday season approaches, meaningful moments have been
captured as students and staff show their support for their local community through toy drives,
angel trees, and being a part of local charities and events.

Every year, Tomball ISD schools show up big, and in 2023, the investment they have made in their
local community has been immense and meaningful.

Read more about TISD students giving back.

Click Here for All Feel Good Friday Stories

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/feel-good-stories/post/feel-good-story-students-giving-back-this-holiday-season-in-a-big-way
https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/feel-good-stories
https://www.tomballisd.net/community/alumni-spotlight


Sandy (Cowan) Eckert, THS '94 and Ashley (Carpenter) Jensen,
THS '96

SANDY (COWAN) ECKERT, Tomball High School, 1994
ASHLEY (CARPENTER) JENSEN, Tomball High School, 1996
Owners of Striking Stems Floral Design

“The beauty of flowers is forever captured in the way floral designers make them a part of our life’s
memories. ” -Idalina Bertone

Sandy (Cowan) Eckert and Ashley (Carpenter) Jensen were fueled by creativity and a passion for
floral design which led to starting their local business, Striking Stems, in 2008.

Proud graduates of Tomball High School, Eckert attended kindergarten at the old school on Cherry
Street, first grade at Tomball Elementary, second through sixth grade at Decker Prairie Elementary,
seventh and eighth grade at Beckendorf Junior High, ninth grade on Main Street, and 10th-12th
grade at Tomball High School, graduating Summa Cum Laude in 1994.

In high school, Eckert was involved in Student Council, National Honor Society, and played on a
state-qualifying tennis team.

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/departments/communications/news-releases/news-details/~board/alumni-spotlight/post/alumni-spotlight-sandy-cowan-eckert-ths-94-ashley-carpenter-jensen-ths-96


“I truly enjoyed high school and was involved in a lot of extracurricular activities,” Eckert recalls.
“Some of my best memories were playing for the tennis team. My tennis coach, Rick McCown,
really impacted my life in a positive way. When I think back on my high school education, I realize
that we had some truly phenomenal teachers that cared not only about our education, but about us
as individuals.”

Jensen attended Tomball Elementary, Beckendorf Junior High, and Tomball High School,
graduating two years later in 1996. At THS, Jensen played volleyball and basketball, was involved in
theater, was the class secretary, and in the National Honor Society.

“I really enjoyed high school,” she said. “The best memories made are the ones that involved
friends, whether that was games or other extracurricular activities or hanging out together on the
weekends.”

While they knew each other through family friends during their high school days, Eckert and
Jensen’s bond didn’t really begin until years after high school when a common interest paved the
way for their future career.

After graduating from THS, Eckert went on to attend Texas A&M University where she graduated
and began working as a Sports Program Director for the YMCA. She also had a few short stints
working for a cruise line, a local florist, and even as an ESL teacher for one year.

For Jensen, she finished at THS, attended Lone Star College for one year before transferring to
Texas A&M University to pursue a degree in Political Science where she was then admitted into
Law School. It didn’t take long for Jensen to realize that wasn’t the path she wanted to take.

“I always had a love of design, drawing, and creating since I was a kid, but at the time, I thought I
needed to pursue something practical,” she said. “I realized that was not the path I really wanted to
take so I worked in the wellness industry for a while before pursuing floral design.”

Eckert explored floral design when she worked for a local florist and had dabbled in the business
having designed for a couple of weddings. It wasn’t until 2008 when her then-11-month old son got
really sick, that prioritizing family and flexibility in her career became a true priority.

“My son got really sick and was admitted in the ICU and was later diagnosed with Type 1 diabetes.
At that time, I knew I needed a job that had flexibility so I could focus on his daily care.”

Eckert knew Jensen’s love for design and knew how creative she was after having designed for her
wedding in 2005. From there, Jensen began doing floral design on the side for people she knew but
kept calling Eckert for advice.

So a common bond and a simple phone conversation between the two changed their professional
career trajectory for the better.

“I called Ashley up and asked if she wanted to start a company with me,” said Eckert. “We came up
with our business plan and hit the ground running. Striking Stems has been in business now for
over 15 years, and we have designed for hundreds of weddings.”



Striking Stems’ tagline is “Flowers that tell your story.” For Eckert and Jensen, that is exactly what
they do.

“Our hope is that we can provide floral designs that help our couples and clients show part of who
they are because no two clients are alike,” Jensen said. “Sandy and I care about the details. One of
us is always involved in every step of the design and set up process.”

While there is no storefront, Striking Stems is based out of Tomball and truly values the
community connection both Eckert and Jensen were both immersed in while growing up in the
area.

“It has been great owning a business in Tomball,” Eckert said. “We have a lot of connections with
the community, and have found that people in the community who know what we do are incredibly
supportive.”

Tomball is a special place for both of these hometown women.

In fact, their families were and are still extremely connected amongst education and business
throughout the community.

Eckert moved back to the area in 2012 when her husband was offered the area director job with
Tomball Young Life. He now is a pastor for Bayou City Fellowship. Originally, Eckert’s family
settled in Tomball back in the 1960’s with her great aunt Irma Hooks (Hooks Airport) in the area.
Eckert’s grandfather was the Principal at Tomball Elementary when she was a kid, her dad served
as an Assistant Principal at the high school in the mid-1980s, and is a THS graduate, Class of 1967,
her daughter graduated in 2022, and her son will be graduating in 2026.

“Tomball is my hometown,” she said. “ Almost every memory I have of growing up is here. I never
thought I would still be living in the same town, but when we moved back in 2012, I knew I would
always consider it home.”

Jensen also has strong ties still to the community with her husband serving as a teacher and
coach at Tomball Junior High, her dad as a local pastor, and her mom working at Concordia
Lutheran in town.

“Tomball is special because even though it has grown, it still has a small town feel,” Jensen said.
“It is where I grew up. Our kids are growing up here. I have memories around every corner, and that
alone, makes it special to me.”

Both Eckert and Jensen made the most out of building a connection with their community years
ago. And through those connections, and a shared passion, they have strengthened their friendship
and created a dynamic working relationship as leaders in the floral design industry.

“The best thing about work is working with Sandy,” Jensen said. “It is fun to be in business with
someone who feels like family. We each have strengths in different areas that work well together. I
always say I could never have done this without her nor would I have wanted to.”

And for Eckert, it is about how they compliment each other and make the best out of every
it ti “W h th l I f l bl d th t h h d b th d l d



working relationship for so long.”

Follow @TomballISD

https://www.tomballisd.net/about-tisd/connect




Tomball ISD
#DestinationExcellence

Tomball ISD students will lead in creating the future.

https://www.facebook.com/https://www.facebook.com/TomballISD
https://www.twitter.com/tomballisd

