
Welcome to Kindergarten!
¡Bienvenidos a Kindergarten!

Mount Vernon Community School
Escuela Comunitaria Mount Vernon

April 25, 2024
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Administrative Team
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Jennifer Hamilton,
Principal

Ericea Buchanan, 
Assistant 
Principal

Grades 3-5

Linda Ricks ,
Assistant Principal

Grades K-2

Julanne Keil,
Assistant 
Principal

Special Programs



Office Staff
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Ingrid Franco-Callejas
Registrar 

Regina Benavides
Administrative 

Assistant / Treasurer 

Mirella Ramirez
Support Specialist I



Kindergarten Team
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Dianna VargasNatalia Muñoz 

Anne Roth Lilianie Castro-Garcia
Wendy Morciglio



Kindergarten Team
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Victoria Palma

Laura Tran Martha Curtin

Lauren Hughart



Student Support Team

8Lesley Barajas
School Social Worker

Olga Anderson
K-2 Counselor

Zaida Morales
3-5 Counselor

Rosa Landeros
Bilingual Family Liaison

Jennifer Malone
Nurse

Andrew Intagliata
School Psychologist



Counseling Services

• Classroom Lessons
• Small Group Counseling
• Individual Counseling
• Transition to Middle School 

Lessons and Registration
• Crisis intervention
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• PBIS School Wide Implementation
• Student Council
• Section 504 Plans
• Collaboration with staff
• RULER School-Wide Implementation
• Presentations to Staff and Parents
• Referrals and consultation with outside 

providers, when necessary, including 
OT, PT, and Mental Health Therapists

Direct Student Services Indirect Student Services



Attendance

● Tardiness and Absences affect learning
● Good attendance can help improve academic success, 

confidence, social skills and relationships, and routines
● Chronically Absent = 2 days a month or 18 total days
●  Consider the School Calendar
● Communication is key! 
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Information from the Nurse

Management of Chronic Conditions
● Forms are required each school year for any medication administration.

● Asthma, Seizures, Anaphylaxis and Diabetes have condition specific 

forms.

● Elementary students CANNOT carry medication at school. 

● Recess/activity restrictions require a provider note

Communication is Crucial
● Email: Jennifer.malone@acps.k12.va.us

● Please remember to include the nurse when sending information about 

illnesses or injuries to the teachers or front office. 
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MVCS Uniforms

● Creates a standard dress code for students that helps foster an 

environment in which students are “SERRious about success!” 

(Safety-Effort-Respect-Responsibility)

● Instills a sense of inclusion, community and school pride

● Positive reinforcement measures encourage full compliance with 

the uniform guidelines.

● We will hold our annual uniform exchange at Dual Language 

Back-to-School Day, which will tentatively be held on Saturday, 

August 10 this year. 
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Places to Purchase 
Uniforms:

● Target
● Walmart
● Kohls
● The Children's Place 
● Old Navy
● GAP
● JCPenney



Dress Code for Student:

● Promote a safe, structured school environment

● Prevent interference with schoolwork and behavior 

management

● Encourage uniformity of student dress

● A dress code promotes a more serious school atmosphere 

which emphasizes academics and promotes good behavior.

● Dress codes in school settings reduce social conflict and 

peer pressure that may be associated with appearance.
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Codigo De Vestimenta Para Estudiantes 

•Promover un entorno escolar seguro y estructurado

•Evitar la interferencia con el trabajo escolar y la gestión del comportamiento

•Fomentar la uniformidad de la vestimenta de los alumnos

•Un código de vestimenta promueve un ambiente escolar más serio que enfatiza lo 

académico y promueve el buen comportamiento.

•Los códigos de vestimenta en el entorno escolar reducen los conflictos sociales y la 

presión de los compañeros que pueden estar asociados con la apariencia. 
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School Uniform Policy/Social Emotional Learning

Self Awareness: School uniforms allow students to wear their Mount Vernon pride. The 

community will also be able to recognize MVCS students everywhere.

Self Management: School uniforms are encouraged and expected to be worn Monday 

through Friday.

Social Awareness: Students will see their counterparts as part of their community 

when the same dress code is followed. It can increase equity throughout school and in 

the community.

Relationship Skills: School uniforms create a level playing field among students and as 

a result, may reduce peer pressure and behavior management issues.

Responsible Decision Making: School uniforms can help parents and students save 

time and money. Students can express their individuality in school uniforms by 

introducing variations and adding accessories that aligned with the ACPS dress code.
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Politica Para El Uniforme Escolar/Aprendizaje 
Social Y Emotional

Conciencia De Si Mismo: Los uniformes escolares permiten a los estudiantes vestir su 

orgullo escolar. La comunidad también puede reconocer a los estudiantes de Mount 

Vernon de inmediato.

Manejo Personal: Se recommienda y se espera que los estudiantes usen uniformes 

escolares de lunes a viernes.

Conciencia Social: Los estudiantes verán a sus companeros/as como parte de su 

comunidad cuando se usa el mismo código de vestimenta.  La equidad en toda la 

escuela y en la comunidad tiende a aumentar.  

Habilidad Para Relacionarse: Los uniformes escolares eliminan las barreras y, como 

resultado, los estudiantes pueden concentrarse en mantener relaciones positivas 

mientras reducen la presion social.

Toma De Decisiones Responsable: los uniformes escolares pueden ayudar a los padres 

y estudiantes a ahorrar tiempo y dinero. Los estudiantes pueden expresar su 

individualidad en los uniformes escolares al introducir variaciones y agregar accesorios 

que se alineen con el código de vestimenta de ACPS.
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Dual Language 
Program Overview

Sofía Meléndez Contreras  

DLP Coordinator
Project GLADⓇ Agency Trainer
Office of EL Services 
sofia.melendez.contreras@acps.k12.va.us

Follow us @ACPSDL   



ACPS Dual Language Program Mission & Vision

Vision
The Dual Language Program aims to 
empower all students to thrive in a diverse 
and ever-changing world through the 
promotion of racial equity, multilingualism, 
and multiculturalism.

Mission 
The mission of the ACPS Dual Language 
Program is to provide an enriched 
educational experience in which all students 
attain high levels of academic achievement, 
bilingualism and biliteracy, and sociocultural 
competence.
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Why Dual Language?

● Dual language is the only EL 
program model that has been 
demonstrated, through several 
decades of research, to close the 
achievement gap for multilingual 
learners. 

● Furthermore, dual language 
education programs and 
bilingualism have been proven to 
benefit a wide range of learners 
in various ways. 

20



21

Benefits of Dual Language & Bilingualism
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Elementary Dual Language Program 2024/2025

Grade Level Model Spanish Core Content English Core Content

Kindergarten 70/30 Spanish Language Arts, Math, 
Science, Social Studies

English Language Arts

1st Grade 70/30 Spanish Language Arts, Math, 
Science, Social Studies

English Language Arts

2nd Grade 50/50 Spanish Language Arts, Math, Science English Language Arts, Social Studies

3rd Grade 50/50 Spanish Language Arts, Math, 
Social Studies

English Language Arts,
 Science

4th Grade 50/50 Spanish Language Arts, Math, Science English Language Arts, Social Studies

5th Grade 50/50 Spanish Language Arts, Math, 
Social Studies

English Language Arts, 
Science
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Supporting Your Child’s Success in Dual Language



Dual Language Family Resources

ACPS Manual de la Familia 
del Programa de Idioma Dual
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ACPS Dual Language 
Program Family Handbook



Kindergarten 
Curriculum and Schedule



MVCS Core Instructional Values

At Mount Vernon Community School, we believe that-

● All students deserve to learn in an environment that celebrates their 

unique differences, values their contributions to the school community, 

and encourages them to grow as learners. 

● All teachers are teachers of both language and content.

● Differentiation of instruction enables all students to access a rigorous 

and demanding curriculum.

● Collaboration is at the heart of our success as instructional teams and as 

a school community. 

● Using various forms of assessment will produce the data we need to 

inform our instructional decisions.
26
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Morning Arrival
Entrada de Estudiantes

• 7:30-7:40-Buses drop off on 

Mount  Vernon Ave.  Students go 

to cafeteria to eat breakfast

• 7:40-7:50 –Students wait on the 

primary playground

• 7:50-Drop off in front of the 

school or in the lobby

• 7:30-7:40- Los autobuses llegan a 

la Avenida Mount Vernon y los 

niños van a la cafetería para 

desayunar

• 7:40-7:50 – los estudiantes deben 

esperar en el parque grande 

• 7:50-  Deje a su niño/a en el 

vestíbulo frente a la oficina 

principal
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La Hora de Salida
Dismissal

Procedures

2:35 p.m. Students are accompanied by a 

teacher/paraprofessional  to all  dismissal 

locations

o Walkers- parent pick up for grades k-2 

is on the primary playground.  

o Bus Riders – must wear green K 

sticker provided by MVCS

For any changes in dismissal please notify the 

teacher and the office before 12:00 PM.  

   

Procedimiento
2:35 p.m. Todos los estudiantes son 
acompañados por un maestro/a ó una maestra 
asistente a su destino

o Niños Peatones -  padres de familia en 
los grados K-2 recogerán a los 
estudiantes en el parque primaria.

o Niños que toman el Autobús – deben 
de usar una calcomanía verde con la 
inicial K y solamente serán entregados 
a los padres o encargados en su parada 
correspondiente 

Para los cambios en el despido por favor 
notifique a la maestra y la oficina antes de las 
12:00 de la tarde.
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Class Schedule/Horario
EnglishEspañol

● Class meeting/Daily Message  

(Mensaje Matutino)

● Reading 

● Phonics instruction 

(Fonética/Sonidos)

● Writing  

●  Greetings/Announcements (Anuncios 

Matutinos)

● Literacy (Alfabetización en español)

● Calendar (Calendario)

● Whole group Math  (Lección de 

matemática)

● Math Centers (Laboratorios de 

matemáticas) 

● Science (Lección de ciencia)

● Social Studies (Estudios sociales)

                       Recess/Recreo 30 min            Lunch/Almuerzo  30 min

                                      Encore/Clases especiales 45 min                                  
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ENCORE CLASSES
 CLASES ESPECIALES 

All students participate in one 

ENCORE class a day

▪ Library 

▪ P.E.

▪ Art 

▪ Music

Todos los estudiantes participan 

en una de las siguientes clases al 

día

▪ Biblioteca

▪ Educación Física 

▪ Arte

▪ Música
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Literacy in English
Alfabetización en inglés

MVCS uses an explicit scope and sequence of phonics and word study 

instruction:

● Phonics and Phonemic Awareness Instruction

Instrucción sobre fonética y conciencia fonémica

● Interactive Read-Aloud

Lectura interactiva en voz alta

● Shared Reading

Lectura compartida

● Genre-Based Writing

Escritura basada en género

● Small Group Differentiated Instruction

Instrucción diferenciada en grupos pequeños
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Social Studies
En Estudios Sociales aprenderemos sobre:

• Kindergarten Community

• Citizenship

• Community Helpers

• Famous Americans

• Maps and Globes

• La comunidad
• Cómo ser un buen ciudadano 

y miembro de la comunidad
• Los Servidores Públicos
• Americanos Famosos
• El globo y los mapas
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Literacy in Spanish / Alfabetización en español
Content Based Spanish Literacy Program

Programa de alfabetización en español basado en contenidos

• Conceptos básicos  de lectoescritura/Concepts of 
Print 

• Sílabas/Syllables

• Palabras de uso frecuente/High frequency words  
(yo, tengo, voy, y)

• Lectura/Reading

• Cómo escribir oraciones simples/Writing a simple 
sentence

• Ortografía/Spelling  
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Math Concepts taught in Spanish
En matemática aprenderemos sobre:

• Shapes

• Counting, skip counting

• Sorting

• Patterns

• Number identification and writing

• Measurement

• Addition and subtraction in story 

problems

• Figuras

• Contar en orden y salteado

• Conjuntos

• Patrones

• Identificación y escritura de 

números 

• Medición

• Suma y resta en historias 

matemáticas

Small Group Differentiated Instruction / Instrucción diferenciada en grupos pequeños
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Science Concepts taught in Spanish
En ciencias naturales aprenderemos sobre:

• Using our Senses

• Weather Routines

• Investigating Forces

• Exploring water

• Exploring Shadows

• Changes over time

• Reuse and Recycle

• Caring for plants and animals

• Utilizando nuestros sentidos

• Rutinas del tiempo y clima

• Investigar Fuerzas

• Explorando agua

• Explorando Sombras

• Cambios a través del tiempo

• Reusar y reciclar

• Cuidando de las plantas y los 

animales



Next Steps for 
Kindergarten Families



Enrollment
● Age requirements

○ According to Virginia law, your child must be 5 years old on 

or before September 30 to register for kindergarten. 

○ Children who will be six years old on or before September 

30, must, by law, attend school. 

● Call 703-706-4460 to schedule an appointment.

● Click HERE for enrollment instructions.

● Documents required

● CHANGES: Address/Phone Numbers/emails
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Step-Up to Kindergarten

● Will be held on Friday, August 16, 2024

● All incoming Kindergarten students are invited to 

attend this optional, ½ day (8:00 am to 12:00 pm), 

in-person program to get acquainted with MVCS 

Kindergarten staff, basic school procedures and the 

layout of the building. 

● More details to follow in the coming months
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Parent Teacher Association
(PTA)

● Find, follow and tag us online!

● mvcspta.org

● https://www.facebook.com/mvcspta

● https://www.instagram.com/mvcspta/ (#mvcspta)
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Thank you for joining us!
Please submit your questions to…

Linda Ricks, Assistant Principal
linda.ricks@acps.k12.va.us

Additional Resources:
● MVCS VDOE School Quality Profile

● Mount Vernon Community School Website

● Dual Language Resources


