
Winter COVID-19 Update
Keeping Schools Open during the Pandemic
Dr. Adele Pecora



The Impact of the 
COVID-19 Virus
• Currently, the daily Nassau County average of 

school closures is 32
• Seaford has not closed a school since the 

start of the 2020-21 school year
• At times it has been necessary to quarantine 

individuals and entire classes
• Our first case was September 17, 2020
• Since September there have been a total of 

33 positive cases, 15 students and 18 
employees 

• We have worked closely with the 
Department of Health.  However, response 
time is slowing due to the rise in the number 
of cases
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# of Positive COVID Cases by Week

Seaford 
Schools Cases

Location # of COVID Cases # Isolated/Quarantined

Harbor School 6 41

Manor School 12 69

Seaford Middle School 7 67

Seaford High School 7 49

Central Office 1 2

Total 33 228



Close Contacts, 
Contact of a Contact

• If you or your child has tested positive for COVID-19, please call and email your building principal 
immediately. 

• The District will complete and intake form and begin working with the NCDOH on contact tracing.
• Anyone who could potentially be deemed a "close contact" will be notified. 
• A notification will be sent to the community via Shoutpoint and posted on the District webpage. 
• Affected areas of building will be cleaned and sanitized.





QUARANTINE VS. ISOLATION

Quarantine
• Close Contact to known case
• 14 days in duration*
• Monitor for signs/symptoms
• Avoid contact with high-risk 

family members
• Stay in a separate part of the 

house if possible 
• Encouraged to take a COVID test

Isolation
• Actually sick with COVID
• 10 days in duration
• Must segregate in separate part 

of home with unshared 
bathroom, eating and sleeping 
areas

*The CDC are considering lowering this requirement.





New York State Micro-Cluster Strategy

Local test positivity rate - 10 days of 7-day rolling average:

Our understanding at this time is that the metrics for these 
zones may change as a result of the Thanksgiving holiday.

In addition to the 3 existing micro-cluster zone levels 
(Yellow Precautionary, Orange Warning and Red), New York 
will also add a new 'Emergency Stop' level, which will 
effectively put that area under the NY Pause guidelines, if 
needed to preserve hospital capacity.



Governor’s Winter Plan

• Information in my letter dated November 23, 2020 has 
changed regarding school COVID testing and zone 
designations.

• The new criteria established for orange and red zones 
testing was discussed at Gov. Cuomo’s 11/30/2020 press 
conference.

Entire Presentation by Gov. Cuomo on 11/30/2020

https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-announces-winter-plan-combat-covid-19-surge-new-york-state


COVID Testing in Our Schools 
may be Required to Stay Open

• Investigating offering COVID-19 
testing options on and off campus.

• Students will not be tested without 
parental consent.

• In most programs, the cost of the 
test will be underwritten by family 
health insurance, not the District.

• Ask for volunteers to test realizing 
that schools will only remain open if 
we meet the testing criteria.



A Brief Review of 
the NYS Guidelines 

for Travel Before 
the Holiday Season 

Travelers must, upon arrival in New York State, quarantine for fourteen 
days. This time can be shortened following the procedures below: 

• For travelers who were out-of-state for more than 24 hours: 
Travelers must obtain a test within three days of departure, prior to 
arrival in New York.

• The traveler must, upon arrival in New York, quarantine for three 
days.

• On day 4 of their quarantine, the traveler must obtain another 
COVID test. If both tests comes back negative, the traveler may exit 
quarantine early upon receipt of the second negative diagnostic 
test.

• Travelers who do not get tested must quarantine for 14 days.

• Those flying must complete a traveler form that will be shared with 
health departments.

• Per Executive Order 205, non-compliance with any of the above may 
be deemed a violation pursuant to section 12 of the public health 
law subject to a civil penalty of up to $10,000.

• For the most up-to-date information about travel restrictions please 
visit COVID-19 Travel Advisory website.

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


Questions
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