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Enrollment Projection Comparison 

Comparison K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 K-5 6-8 9-12 K-12 

2023-24 Projected 187 219 221 224 228 255 280 272 276 437 405 402 356 1,334 828 1,600 3,762 

2023-24 Actual 186 197 213 228 241 253 272 247 261 384 389 392 345 1,318 780 1,510 3,608 

Difference -1 -22 -8 4 13 -2 -8 -25 -15 -53 -16 -10 -11 -16 -48 -90 -154 

% Difference -0.5% -10.0% -3.6% 1.8% 5.7% -0.8% -2.9% -9.2% -5.4% -12.1% -4.0% -2.5% -3.1% -1.2% -5.8% -5.6% -4.1% 

• Comparing projections from last year to the 2023-24 actual enrollment shows: 

• K-5 enrollment is in-line with actuals, with a deviation of -1.2%, with Kindergarten enrollment within 1 students.  
The greatest difference was in 1 grade where PPS typically sees enrollment growth.  The matriculating K 
cohort remained the same size for 2023-24. 

• Middle school enrollment was ~50 students below projected, with the greatest deviation in 7th grade (-25 
students). This cohort typically sees growth of about 3%, instead there was a loss of roughly 4%.  

• High school enrollment had the greatest difference from projections at -90 students.  All matriculating cohorts 
broke from the historic patterns, most notably 9th grade, which was ~50 students below the projection.  This is 
in part due to smaller cohort of Cranbury students at just 48 for 9th grade. 
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Princeton Public Enrollment Trends 
• Over the last ten years, total PK-12 

enrollment has increased by 133 students or 
3.9% 

• Most recent enrollment peak of 3,855 
students in 2019-20, followed by two years 
of declining enrollment. 

▪ Enrollment still has yet to recover fully to 
pre-pandemic levels. Enrollment growth 
disrupted by pandemic, especially at the 
elementary level 

• Over the last decade: 
• Elementary (K-5) enrollment has 

increased 4% 
• Middle School (6-8) enrollment has 

increased 11% 
• High School (9-12) enrollment is same 

as 2014-15 level 
Source: Princeton Public Schools 
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PPS Enrollment History Detail 
School 

Year 
Births (Y-5) K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 PK 

K-12 

Total 

PK-12 

Total 

K-5 

Total 

6-8 

Total 

9-12 

Total 

2009-10 248 195 242 184 201 233 210 208 236 216 353 365 344 351 52 3,338 3,390 1,265 660 1,413 

2010-11 228 197 205 248 165 217 238 221 213 238 354 366 358 344 40 3,364 3,404 1,270 672 1,422 

2011-12 230 182 202 216 230 161 230 251 238 230 319 347 343 358 32 3,307 3,339 1,221 719 1,367 

2012-13 251 191 184 198 209 240 177 231 265 242 375 368 353 347 60 3,380 3,440 1,199 738 1,443 

2013-14 230 198 181 194 197 210 238 180 231 275 379 376 360 335 43 3,354 3,397 1,218 686 1,450 

2014-15 241 208 211 212 197 199 237 247 208 253 404 379 375 353 53 3,483 3,536 1,264 708 1,511 

2015-16 239 195 207 211 195 189 197 243 260 219 400 415 383 369 52 3,483 3,535 1,194 722 1,567 

2016-17 180 215 220 223 207 222 195 224 257 281 358 411 421 381 56 3,615 3,671 1,282 762 1,571 

2017-18 210 214 230 235 223 237 231 219 246 260 413 365 407 415 59 3,695 3,754 1,370 725 1,600 

2018-19 174 198 230 231 223 242 247 261 231 264 387 428 349 409 56 3,700 3,756 1,371 756 1,573 

2019-20 196 197 208 248 239 237 263 262 270 246 390 422 421 357 95 3,760 3,855 1,392 778 1,590 

2020-21 200 148 193 201 236 237 243 270 259 283 349 388 418 437 91 3,662 3,753 1,258 812 1,592 

2021-22 201 191 187 200 214 247 232 254 289 260 402 356 368 396 56 3,596 3,652 1,271 803 1,522 

2022-23 191 197 206 219 208 243 255 256 263 297 391 409 353 376 48 3,673 3,721 1,328 816 1,529 

2023-24 177 186 197 213 228 241 253 272 247 261 384 389 392 345 61 3,608 3,669 1,318 780 1,510 

Source: Princeton Public Schools 

• Current 12th grade cohort has been smaller throughout their matriculation, despite consistent in-
migration. 

• Larger cohorts that entered in 2016-17 and 2017-18 are now approximately the same size as the prior 
four cohorts. 

• Small kindergarten cohort from 2020-21 has recovered (currently in 3rd grade) and is larger than 
historic cohort size. 

• This year’s 6th grade cohort is the largest in recent memory. 
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