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From the Superintendent of Schools
Dear HCS Families & Community Members:

I hope all of you are having a relaxing summer filled with many family adventures. The district has been 
a busy place this summer with our summer school programs, several school maintenance projects, and 
preparing for the 2021-22 school year.

I would like to thank all of you for your support and understanding as we, as a school and community, re-
sponded to the many challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic over the last 18 months. I am very proud of 
the way our students, parents, faculty/staff, and community handled the demands we were faced with as 
we continued to educate and provide services for our students during the most unusual of circumstances. 
I very much appreciate your patience, understanding, and support as we all navigated this new model of 
teaching and learning together. 

As we transition into September, I’m pleased to report that we will be opening our schools for full-day, 
five-days-per-week, in-person learning. Remote learning will only be available to students who have cer-
tification from their physician that they require a medical exemption. Staff will not be teaching in-person 
and remote students simultaneously.

The health and safety of our students and staff are our highest priority. To protect everyone’s health, we 
will open schools using safety measures that we have all grown familiar with:

•	 Mandatory face coverings for all students and staff, regardless of vaccination status when indoors 
•	 Physical distancing when indoors
•	 Ventilation and airflow 
•	 Hand washing 
•	 Staying home if ill or exposed to someone with COVID-19

As we learned throughout last year, COVID-19 conditions will continue to change, as will the guidance 
we must follow from county, state, and federal authorities, sometimes overnight. Due to these rapidly 
changing regulations and conditions, our opening plans and delivery of instruction will remain fluid 
and we will be prepared to change, as necessary, based on guidance from state agencies and local health 
experts. 

I am so excited to see our schools filled with our students on September 7th. Together we will share the 
successes and address the challenges that lie before us! While the new year is certain to hold challenges, 
it also holds so much hope and promise.

          Together we are #HCSstrong!

					     Our Mission....
 					     To Educate Every Student,
Sincerely,				    Every Day
 

William Dowsland
Superintendent of Schools

September 2021
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     Dear HCS Families,
    Welcome back! It has been a busy summer preparing for the 21-22 school year. As I write this letter, we do not have a full 
picture of what school will look like in the fall, but I am optimistic that we will be moving in the right direction. Although con-
tinued health and safety precautions are likely, I am hopeful that we will not experience any major disruptions to the school year.

As we move forward to another year, we will bring with us all that we have learned. Our teachers worked very hard throughout 
the pandemic, and they learned a lot about the use of technology as a tool in education. The growth that occurred was amazing, 
and we will continue to expand our knowledge base.
Two very important aspects of a successful school experience are home/school communication and student engagement. With that 
in mind, please read the information below: 
Google Classroom and Daily/Weekly Guardian Summaries
I have found that one of the best ways of keeping up to date with Google Classroom for my own children is downloading the app 
on my phone and having them sign in with their usernames and passwords. The passwords are saved, so you only need to enter 
them once. After that, you can open the app at any time and toggle between your children’s accounts. Each child’s account will 
display a number of different classes. By clicking on each class, you can check upcoming assignments, missing work, grades, etc.
Google Classroom also offers families a regular email update called the daily or weekly summary. This allows you to receive an 
email every afternoon - or once per week - containing upcoming assignments, missing work, and any classroom announcements 
that your child’s teachers have posted. If you have any concerns about your child falling behind, I recommend choosing the daily 
summary. (To change the frequency of summaries, scroll to the bottom of any summary email and click Settings.) Please note that 
these emails do not contain grades. To check grades, you can use the Google Classroom app as described above or log in using a 
computer. 
If you have not received summaries in the past and you would like to begin receiving them, please contact any of your child’s 
teachers and they can invite you to join Google Classroom as a guardian. You will then receive an automated email asking if you 
accept the invitation. 
School-Wide Announcements
To receive information about middle school and high school happenings, please sign up for the Daily Bulletin, which will allow 
you to receive a copy of our morning announcements. A sign-up link was emailed to families on July 20th.
The Hamilton MS/HS Google Classroom page contains other school-wide announcements, which may include cancellation of 
events or other news that did not make the morning announcements. If you receive daily summaries from Google Classroom, 
these postings will be automatically included in your afternoon email. The MS/HS page can also be found by logging into your 
child’s Google Classroom account. 
SchoolTool Parent Portal/Student Portal
SchoolTool is the place to find five-week progress reports, quarterly report cards, schedules, attendance history, and discipline 
records. Each parent/guardian should have an account, and students have their own accounts as well. If you have trouble logging 
into your account, please reach out to our technology director, Mr. Rogers, at crogers@hamiltoncentral.org. Link to SchoolTool: 
https://schooltool.hamiltoncentral.org/
Contact Information
Please make sure that your contact information on file at the school is correct. We may send information to families through email, 
text message, automated phone call, or paper mail.
Extracurricular Activities
As we start a new school year and experience fewer restrictions on extracurricular activities, I encourage all of our students to join 
one or more clubs or sports. HCS has a long-standing tradition of an active student body. Our students are what make HCS a great 
place to learn, and their involvement in various activities is one of the contributing factors. By engaging in extracurriculars, stu-
dents build better connections with their peers, adults, and the school as a whole. Being part of something outside the usual school 
day creates enjoyment, ownership, and pride. That pride is seen throughout the community as well. Extracurricular activities can 
serve as a tool for students to learn time- and stress-management skills. Additionally, being part of a team or club enables students 
to gain experience working with others. Students applying to college stand out among their peers if they have demonstrated par-
ticipation in a diverse range of activities. Parents and guardians, please encourage your children to get involved.
Finally, I would like to welcome Ms. Tanya Vaillancourt! Ms. Vaillancourt is the latest addition to our science department, replac-
ing Ms. Orth who retired last spring. She will be teaching Regents earth science as well as some of our middle school science 
classes. I am very happy that Ms. Vaillancourt will be joining our learning community and sharing her love of science.
As always, please reach out if you have any questions or concerns as the year progresses. I look forward to a great year for every-
one in our HCS community!
Sincerely,
Mark Arquiett
MS/HS Principal
marquiett@hamiltoncentral.org
(315) 824-6320
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From
 the D

irector of Technology &
 the Elem

entary Principal
Technology plays a major role in the pathways of communication between HCS and parents. We have a number
of different methods that we use to communicate and there are methods you can use to check in on your student(s). 
I wanted to take a moment at the start of the school year to reacquaint you with some of these and their purposes.
Parent Portal (Schooltool) is a tool for both Elementary and Secondary parents that contains a vast amount of 
information about your child including contact information, scheduling, grades, attendance, discipline and more. 
Every parent or guardian in the district is given a Parent Portal account. If you do not have access to the Parent 
Portal please contact me. Parent Portal is accessible at https://schooltool.hamiltoncentral.org/schooltoolweb/ or by 
clicking on the button in the popular links section of our website. Parent Portal offers a mobile app.
SeeSaw is a tool used by Elementary classrooms to deliver instructional activities and communicate with parents 
and students. Students will be added to the classrooms before the school year begins and parents will be added 
based on the email we have on file shortly thereafter. SeeSaw has a mobile app that is an easy way to use the plat-
form. Teachers will use the platform to send messages to all of the parents, or individuals throughout the year.
Google Classroom is a tool used by Secondary teachers to deliver and collect instructional activities and materi-
als. Teachers will use your email address to sign you up for email updates which you can receive daily or weekly. 
Parents DO NOT have access to teachers’ Google Classrooms with their own accounts, they are not members of 
the classroom. Instead they receive updates via email. Parents are encouraged to sit with their students while they 
use Google Classroom if they wish to get familiar with the platform.
In addition to these tools we also use more traditional methods such as paper and electronic mail, robo-calling and 
text messaging. Please make sure that your contact information is up to date with us so that you receive these com-
munications.
Sincerely,
Christopher Rogers
Director of Technology

Dear HCS Community,
One of my favorite moments as a teacher was when, during a class, I would come across a question that a student 
had and I didn’t know the answer. “I don’t know! Let’s find out!” I would exclaim excitedly and we’d start to 
research it or ask others or look up a word in the dictionary together on a hunt to see if we could find the answer.  
Later that evening, this newfound information was typically my addition to the conversation at the dinner table. 
“Did you know …” I’d start off and then I’d pass what I had learned along to my family. 
I realize that these moments of questioning and discovery still qualify as my favorite ones in my role as a build-
ing leader. Together this past school year, we have taken the journey to answer what feels like an overwhelming 
number of unknown questions. I’m grateful for the opportunities that “not knowing” has provided us with because 
now, as an elementary school community, we are continuing to question, research, and share together across the 
board in ways that improve and reimagine the educational experiences for students. It’s so exciting to be a part of 
this process, and I thank each of you that has participated and invite all of you to reach out with any questions that 
you might have so that we might learn together.  
With the shift towards Next Generation Standards, this year we will be focusing on our math and science cur-
riculums across grade levels to ensure their alignment with these standards. Additionally, we have developed an 
Elementary Makerspace for students and are looking forward to continuing our work with Project Based Learning 
by using this space to provide students with inquiry based experiences incorporating literacy, math, and science 
coupled with promoting creativity and invention.
This year we would like to welcome several new teachers to the elementary school. Ms. Corilynn Coye, an HCS 
alum, joins our special education department. Ms. Rachel Frisch is our new reading teacher coming to us from 
the Saratoga region. Ms. McKenna Jones, SUNY Oneonta graduate, is our new fourth grade teacher. Our new 
fifth grade teacher is Ms. Abigail Reilly, a Utica College graduate. Mrs. Melissa Latella is returning to HCS in a 
position as a second grade teacher. We are excited to have these talented educators join us this year.
Upcoming Important Elementary School Fall Dates:
			   First Day of School		  September 7, 2021
			   School Picture Day		  September 28, 2021
			   Pumpkin Walk			   October 21, 2021
			   Fall Festival Parade		  October 29, 2021
Please feel free to reach out to me at 315-824-6330 or by email at hthomas@hamiltoncentral.org. In spite of the 
uncertainties we face, I am confident that our positive energy, teamwork, and dedication to excellence will guide 
us through another successful school year.
All the best,
Heather Thomas
Elementary Principal
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    Dear Families of the Hamilton School District,

   Welcome to 2021-2022 school year! As we plan for this upcoming year, we are committed to providing the 
families of our district with the best possible services.  As a reminder, Pupil Personnel Services includes all of 

the services that help students who require the need to have their education adapted or modified.  These services 
include:

Special Education (CSE and CPSE)				   Homeless Students (McKinney-Vento)
Response to Intervention (RtI)				    English Language Learners 
504 Plans						      Response to Intervention (RtI/AIS)
Homebound Instruction					   

All Related Support Services:
Psychological Services					     Counseling
Speech/Hearing Services					     Occupational Therapy
Behavior Consultation					     Vision Services
Physical Therapy						     Adaptive Physical Education
Skilled Nursing Care

Additionally, our department oversees the Social and Emotional Learning for students in grades PreK through 
12.  We have a strong, dedicated team committed to providing the most appropriate education for students, in the 
least restrictive environment, that maximizes each student’s independence for learning. Our team of support staff 
personnel meets weekly to discuss the progress of each student and continually works to develop appropriate plans 
for support. 

Kevin Ellis					     Michelle Spencer
Director of PPS 					     School Psychologist, Co CSE/CPSE Chair
 315-824-6350					     315-824-6354

Caprice Kilts					     Victoria Daoust
CSE/CPSE Administrative Asst.			   High School Counselor
315-824-6350					     315-824-6327		

Sheri Houck 					     Gina Torre
Elementary Counselor				    Middle School Counselor
315-824-6326					     315-824-6327

Until further notice, all meetings for CSE, CPSE, and 504 plans will continue to be held virtually through a Google 
Meeting format. If participants are unable to attend online, by way of the computer, a call in number will be 
provided to use with a regular dial in phone.  

All HCS teachers will take part in reviewing each of their new student’s IEP’s and 504 plans on one of our two 
opening Superintendent’s Conference Days. Each student is assigned a “care manager” to oversee the IEP or 504 
Plan.  The care managers regularly meet with their students to make sure their plan is appropriate.  Care managers 
will also guide each teacher through their student’s plan to make sure it is understood and followed.  If you are 
unsure of who your child’s care manager is, please reach out to any of us on this team for support.  Care managers 
can also assist the parents in any questions you may have about your child’s plan.  

I again look forward to working with the families of HCS.  Communication and collaboration with families 
is instrumental to our team.  If you have questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me or any 
member of our team. Trusting relationships are built on the foundation of good communication.  

Kind regards,
Kevin Ellis
Director of Pupil Personnel Services

Please note that under section 4402 of NYS Education 
Law, all parents who suspect that their child may have 
a disability are entitled to receive a special education 
evaluation and submit a referral to the Committee on 
Special Education.

The Hamilton Central School District follows  Part 200 
of the New York State Regulation of the Commissioner 
of Education
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2021-2022 District Inform
ation &

 Guidelines
Notification of Teacher Qualifications:

In accordance with the No Child Left Behind Act, parents are entitled to information regarding the professional 
qualification of their child’s classroom teacher.  You may receive information by contacting the district office.  The 
information will include:
•  whether the teacher has met NYS certification requirements for the grade levels and subject areas in which he/she 
provides instruction;
•  whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional conditions by which NYS certification re-
quirements have been waived;
•  the baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and 
the field of discipline of the certification or degree; and
•  whether the child is provided services by teacher assistants and, if so, their qualifications.

Dignity for All Students Act:
The Dignity for All Students act, or DASA, was enacted by the New York State Assembly and went into effect in 
2012.  It protects students in New York public schools from harassment, discrimination and bullying by other students 
or school employees.  It provided that no student shall be subjected to discrimination based on his or her actual or 
perceived race, color, national origin, ethnic group, religion, religious practice, disability, weight, sexual orientation, 
sexual identity, or sex.  DASA was amended in July 2013 to include Cyberbullying, which is defined as harassment or 
bullying by any form of electronic communication, and includes incidents occurring off school property that create, or 
would foreseeably create, a risk of substantial disruption within the school environment.  DASA explicitly states that 
bullying, taunting, and intimidation on these protected grounds are all forms of harassment.
Dignity Act Coordinators: Mr. Matthew Crumb as the District-wide, Mr. Mark Arquiett, Mr. Kevin Ellis and Ms. 
Heather Thomas as the Building-wide DASA Coordinators.

FERPA:  Access to Student Records:
Release of Student Directory Information:  This notice is to inform parents or eligible students of their right to refuse 
the release of student directory information and indicates a time period for their response.  Following such public 
notice and a reasonable response period, the District may release such information to an outside group without indi-
vidual consent.  The Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) defines student directory information as the 
following:  name, address, telephone listing, date and place of birth, major field of study, participation in officially 
recognized activities and sports, weight and height (if members of athletic teams), degrees and awards received, 
and the name of the educational agency or institution previously attended by the student.  If any parent would like 
to request such directory information NOT be released for the child, such request shall be filed, in writing, with the 
principal of the school having the record with a copy sent to the superintendent.

Consent for Use of Photographs/Videos:
Throughout the school year, photographs or videos may be taken of students for use in district-produced publications, 
videos, websites and Facebook or by the news media.  If you do not wish to have your child photographed or video-
taped, please indicate this, in writing, to the principal of the school having the record with a copy sent to the superin-
tendent.  (Names of students in videos or photographs are not published within district publications.)

District Policies
All district policies can be found on the district website but these are required policies that are to be noted in a mail-
ing.  Please take a minute to view them on the website.
#0031 - Tobacco, Nicotine & E-Cigarette Use		  #5662 - School Food Service Program
#1014 - Code of Conduct				    #7365 - Education Records
#1040 - Parent & Family Engagement in Title I	 #8602 - Accommodation of Hearing Impaired Parents

 Pesticide Notification:
New York State law requires that schools and BOCES maintain a list of staff and parents who wish to receive 
written notice 48 hours prior to a pesticide application at our facility.  If you wish to be included on the School 
District Notification List, please contact the Business Office at 824-6372.  You will then receive advance noti-
fication of an application of a pesticide product covered by notification requirements, except in the event of an 
emergency application in response to a threat to public health.

Code of Conduct:
The Hamilton Central School District is committed to providing a safe and orderly learning environment in 
which students may receive quality educational services without disruption or interference.  Responsible behav-

continued on page 6
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The Board of Education has adopted a district Code of Conduct.  The code applies to all students, school person-
nel, parents and other visitors when on Hamilton Central School District property or attending a school function.  
The Code of Conduct policy can be found on our website at www.hamiltoncentral.org.

Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters:
Pursuant to the federal No Child Left Behind Act, the school district must disclose to military recruiters and 
institutions of higher learning, upon request, the names, addresses and telephone numbers of our high school 
students.  However, the district must also notify parents of their rights and the rights of their children to request, 
in writing, that the district NOT release such information if it is requested.
Parents, or students who are at least 18 years old, wishing to exercise their option to withhold their consent to 
the release of the above information to military recruiters and institutions of higher learning, must submit their 
request, in writing, to the secondary principal’s office.

Use of School Facilities:
Organizations who hope to use the facilities of the school district may obtain a Building Use Form from the main 
office.  Depending on the nature of activity, a certificate of insurance may be required.  A custodian must be on 
duty when the facilities are used.  Groups may be charged a fee for the use, depending on the date, time and 
nature of the event.  Please make plans and complete an application well in advance of the date your group may 
wish to use the facilities.
The building is not available for use on holidays, snow days, Sundays or other special days.

Early School Closing:
If it should be necessary to close school before the usual time, it is important for your child to know what to do.  
This is especially important if both parents work and there is no one to look after your child if there is an early 
dismissal.  Please discuss this possibility with your child.  All after-school activities are canceled when school is 
dismissed early.  Please be sure that your contact information is up-to-date.

Snow Days:
In the event of inclement weather or mechanical breakdown, school may be closed or delayed.  Notice of such 
changes shall be carried over the radio, television and our Global Connect phone call system.  Be sure that your 
contact information is current with the District.

Other District Information can be found on our website:  www.hamiltoncentral.org

continued from page 5
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2021-2022 Transportation Inform
ation

Bus Routes for 2021-2022
Route 1 Bus 98 –Frank Marzella		  Leave at 6:40
Left onto West Kendrick Ave, Left onto Lebanon St, Left on Keefe, right turn, left on Randelville Rd, Left on River 
Rd turn around at district line, return River Rd, Left on Reservoir Rd, Right on Geer Rd, Right on Lebanon Hill 
Rd, Turn around past Chamberlain Hill Rd, Left on Chamberlain Hill Rd,  Left on River Rd turn around, Left on 
Armstrong Rd, Left on Randlesville Rd, Right on West Kendrick Ave.

Route 2 Bus 104- Jackie Rose		  Leave at 6:40
Right onto West Kendrick Ave, Left onto Broad St, Right onto Payne St, Left onto East Lake Rd stop at Butternut 
Lane, Right on Lakeview Dr, Left on Lakeview Court, Left on Lakeview Dr, Left on Newton, Right onto Hill Rd,  
Right onto McCormick Rd turn around, Left on Hill Rd, Straight onto Newton Rd, Left to Bonney Hill Rd, Right on 
Thayer Rd, Right onto Hill Rd, Left onto Chappel Rd, right onto Kiley Rd, right onto Bonney Rd, Left on Hill Rd 
turnaround at Chappell Rd, Right on Bonney Rd, Left on Bonney Hill Rd, Straight onto Payne St, Right onto East 
Lake Rd, Left onto Brookview Dr turn around, Right onto East Lake Rd, Right onto Payne St, Left onto Broad St, 
Right onto West Kendrick Ave.

Route 3 Bus 106 - Holly Haugh		  Leave at 6:40
Right onto West Kendrick Ave, Right onto Hamilton St, Left onto Poolville Rd, Right onto Larkin Rd, cross Rt. 12 
continue to Larkin Rd, Right on Crumb Rd,  Straight on South Hamilton Rd turnaround, Left  on Crumb Rd, Left on 
Larkin Rd, Left onto State Route 12, Right onto Cranston Rd, Right onto Poolville Rd, Left onto  Eaton Rd, Right 
onto Gorton Rd, bare left onto Sacco Rd, Right onto  Gorton Rd, Right onto  Horton Rd, Left onto Preston Hill Rd 
turn around at the Hugh’s farm, Preston Hill Rd to left onto Route 12B South, turn around at Kriemhild Dairy, Route 
12B North, Left onto Middleport Rd, turnaround at concrete plant Right onto Middleport Rd, Left onto Route 12B 
North, Left onto West Kendrick Ave.

Route 4 Bus 99 – Don Johnson 		  Leave at 6:40
Right onto West Kendrick Ave, Right onto Payne, Right on Mason Rd,	 Right on Bonney Rd, Left on Hill Rd, Left 
onto Quaterline Rd, Right on Bailey Rd turnaround, Left on Quaterline, Left onto Rhodes Rd, Left onto Wickwire 
Rd, turn around at Palmer Farm, Left on Wickire Rd, Left on Green Rd, Left on Rt 12, Right on Wratten Rd 
turnaround Left on Rt 12 Right on Wickwire Rd, Left on Green Rd, Left Poolville Rd, Right onto Hamilton St, 
Right on Spring St, Left on Payne, Left on University Ave, Right on West Kendrick Ave.

Route 5 Bus 100 – Diane Law 		  Leave at 6:45
Right onto West Kendrick Ave, Left onto Broad St, straight onto Madison St, bare left up Johnnycake Hill Rd, Left 
on Airport Rd, Left on Utica St, Left on English Ave, Right on Utica St, Left on Woodman Pond Rd, Left onto 
Smith Rd, continue straight on Eaton St, Left on Montgomery St, Left onto Utica St, turn around in restaurant 
parking lot across from McDonalds, Right onto Utica St, Right on Eaton St, Right on Montogmery St,  Straight onto 
Wylie St, Left onto Madison St, bear right on Johnnycake Hill Rd, Right on Airport Rd, Right on Lake Moraine Rd, 
Straight on Broad St, Right on West Kendrick Ave.

Route 6 Bus 108 - Kenneth Pisiak		  Leave at 6:35
AM/PM Special Needs Run 

Please note:
Bus routes may change slightly after the first week

of school.

**If your student did not ride the bus last year and needs to ride the bus this 
year please call (315) 824-6392 or email (lsimchik@hamiltoncentral.org) the 
bus garage ASAP** 
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2021-2022 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK

20
21

-2
02

2 
In

co
m

e E
lig

ib
ili

ty
 G

ui
de

lin
es



9

Home of the Emerald Knights

2021-2022 Incom
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2021-2022 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK
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2021-2022 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK
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2021-2022 Incom
e Eligibility Guidelines

2021-2022 INCOME ELIGIBILITY GUIDELINES 
FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS OR FREE MILK
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