
11th Grade Workshops!
9/30 GPA Q&A

3:30 -4:30pm

bitl.ly/smhs_jzimmerman

Steven Hanson - College and Financial Aid Advisor

     Jane Zimmerman - Counselor, class of 2022



Worksop Purpose:
➔ Clear up common misconceptions and rumors about GPA

➔ Explain how Different college systems calculate GPA

➔ Give students some easy tools to calculate GPA

➔ ABOVE ALL - Educate SMHS Students so you feel empowered to 
do what is best FOR YOU going forward (and hopefully even 
alleviate some stress!)



*High School G.P.A. Uses*
➔ To qualify for school sports  (2.0 and above)

➔ To qualify for a work permit (2.0 and above)

➔ To qualify and apply for 4-year college right after high school

➔ Scholarships

➔ Financial Aid Grants

➔ Eligibility in the Local Context (ELC) for the U.C. System

➔ Cheaper car insurance! 



*High School GPA is NEVER used for*

➔ Applying to Graduate programs (Medical School, Law School)

➔ Transferring to a 4-year from community college

➔ Class Rank for SMHS Students*
○ Some districts *rank students by GPA, we do not.



Common GPA Myths:
● MYTH:  There is only one way to calculate GPA

○ Fact: There is one way to average the GPA numbers, but not everyone includes 
the same information.  Different colleges & programs will count different classes 
in your GPA.  

● MYTH: The GPA on my transcript is what all colleges see
○ Fact: Some colleges will see your high school transcript when you apply, some will 

not.  For many schools you self report your grades, and they calculate your GPA.



Common GPA Myths:
● Myth: Only classes on my SMHS transcript count in my GPA

○ Fact: If you took a course at any accredited school, and earned a grade, you will 
report it to colleges you apply to.  It will count in your GPA

● Myth:  My High School Grades follow me forever
○ Fact: Once you graduate from high school and move on to college, it is very rare 

to need your high school GPA.  
■ Gap Year
■ Change colleges



Calculating GPA: UCs & CSUs
★ Same for UC/CSU

★ 10th and 11th grade classes ONLY

★ A-G courses ONLY

★ GPA bump for up to 8 semesters (4 classes)



Calculating GPA: UCs & CSUs
NOT “A-G” Courses

Easy way to Calculate!

# As = 4
# Bs = 1
# Cs = 1
# Ds = 0
# Fs = 0 
# + = 1

UC GPA = 3.61
(not the same as on 
transcript!)

https://www2.calstate.edu/apply/eligibility-index

 + & -  Do 
not impact 

GPA

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1diV-K5_G2gwUJqq2uRvgx7JzWxG9xzYq/preview
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1diV-K5_G2gwUJqq2uRvgx7JzWxG9xzYq/preview


Tricky Things!
★ CSM Classes = 1 semester & 1 GPA Bump (For GPA purposes)

★ Out of District Classes = A-G approved count exactly 
the same way (BYU, UC Scout, etc) 

★ Out of State High Schools  

 



Private School GPA
★ Typically Submit a transcript in your college 

application

★ All classes included

★ 9 - 11  (Sometimes First Semester 12th)



Private School GPA

Total UNWEIGHTED GPA
Often The first thing admissions officer will 
review.

Total WEIGHTED GPA
May or may not be reviewed!  Will be 
a point of interest.  



Tricky Things!
★ Private Schools don’t often reveal GPA data, or what they 

consider in “GPA”   

★ Out of District Classes & CSM classes not on our transcript 
will be submitted separately by you, we can’t know how that 
goes into your “GPA”  (Guesstimate??)

 



Other Systems (out of state state public schools)

★ Alllllll over the map

★ Research on your own details… 

● University of Oregon
● University of Michigan

 

https://admissions.uoregon.edu/self-reporting
https://umich.custhelp.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/2259/~/recalculating-the-gpa-for-first-year-applicants


-Final Takeaways-
★ GPA = Subjective (there is no ONE version of GPA)

★ GPA is a starting point to help you determine your own path

★ Avoid HYPER focus on GPA

★ Avoid COMPARING GPAs 

★ Take classes you like and subjects that interest you

★ Do your BEST!

 



*Q u e s t i o n 
s*


