
Planning Your High School Program 
(Students entering high school 2014 and thereafter) 

House Bill 5 Graduation Plan 
(Students entering high school 2014 and thereafter) 

 

A student entering grade 9 in the 2014-2015 school year and thereafter shall enroll in the courses 
necessary to complete the curriculum requirements for the Foundation High School Program (22 
credits) specified in §74.12 of this title and the curriculum requirements for at least one 
endorsement (26 credits) specified in §74.13 of this title (relating to Endorsements). A student 
may graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning an endorsement if, 
after the student’s sophomore year: (1) the student and the student’s parent or person standing in 
parental relation to the student are advised by a school counselor of the specific benefits of 
graduating from high school with one or more endorsements; and (2) the student’s parent or 
person standing in parental relation to the student files with a school counselor written 
permission, on a form adopted by the Texas Education Agency (TEA), allowing the student to 
graduate under the Foundation High School Program without earning an endorsement. 
 

 

 
Personal Graduation Plan/Programs of Study Alignment  

• House Bill 5 requires each student to connect to a personal graduation plan that leads to 
an endorsement. This process requires a district to consider the importance in using 
programs of study and the personal graduation plan, collaboratively, to satisfy current and 
prior legislation.  

• The program of study is an advisement tool for students, parents and counselors. It is a 
map for college and career readiness aligned to an occupational objective. A program of 
study is considered the intensive education plan, as required. Programs of study work 
best when they are developed by stakeholders to ensure relevant and accurate 
information.  

• The personal graduation plan is a working document used by counselors to tract student 
completion of graduation requirements. It is a tool used to document grades, assessments, 
acceleration, and other requirements in law. The personal graduation plan is an 
opportunity for students and counselors to meet individual needs.  

• The use of the program of study and personal graduation plan is necessary to ensure 
desired outcomes for college and career readiness.  
 

All students must have a signed personal graduation plan (PGP) on file in the couselors’ 
office. 
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