Fast Track Your Path to Texas Universities

Texas First

Program

We're excited to introduce the TEXAS FIRST PROGRAM. This prestigious opportunity enables you to
graduate early with the Distinguished Level of Achievement AND receive a scholarship for college.

As one of Texas' top students, you may be eligible to accelerate your path to
college and receive a scholarship for one or two semesters at any Texas public
institution of higher education, including colleges, universities, and technical
colleges.

LOOKING <<

THE FINE PRINT:

Here's what you need to be eligible:

Texas residency
« FAFSA completion

+ At least 22 high school
creditsand a final GPA
equivalent to 3.0 or higher

+ Additional academic
requirements, including
college readiness test scores,
STAAR exam participation, and
demonstration of mastery in
various subjects

The Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board website link
above includes a detailed list of
eligibility requirements.

Talk to your counselor today to see if this exciting new opportunity
is the right path for you!

For more information, visit our website or scan the QR code on the left.

If you graduate two or more
semesters before your class, you'll
receive a two-semester scholarship,
equivalent to the amount of the
TEXAS grant, upon admission

to any Texas public institution

of higher education, including
colleges, universities, and technical
colleges. You may also be eligible
for additional financial aid at most
of these institutions!

The Texas First Diploma does not
guarantee automatic admission
for students. Ask your counselor
if your grade point average at
graduation qualifies you for
automatic admission under the
state’s top 10 percent law.

You can apply to any college or
university you choose; however,
the scholarship will apply only

at the Texas public institution of
higher education where you have
been admitted.

Use it or lose it! The scholarship
offer will expire at the end of the
first academic year following your
graduation, so we encourage you
to attend college directly after
high school.

NOTE: Before September 1, 2023,
the Texas First Scholarship was
only applicable at 10 Texas public
universities. However, effective
September 1, 2023, the number of
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institutions of higher education
eligible to award the Texas First
Scholarship to eligible Texas First
Diploma graduates expanded from
10 universities to all Texas public
institutions of higher education,
including colleges, universities, and
technical colleges (Senate Bill 2294,
88th Texas Legislature, Regular
Session). Please see your high
school counselor for information
regarding eligibility requirements to
graduate early under the Texas First
Program and receive a scholarship
up to one year upon admission to
any eligible Texas public institution
of higher education, per Texas
Education Code, Section 61.003.

Texas Higher Education
COORDINATING BOARD


https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2nTmDVa-g0eHhgaruYV4mKKUB4DfcLJLkEA1luG9srVUOUNWRlBSTzk2R1lTS0JRUUtYNjZWUDdCWi4u&wdLOR=c40CF17C0-EE37-8744-98C6-63BF986BCD4F&utm_campaign=Webinars%202022-23&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rU2vqoBcLcSOs0eKgtjMSUecPo3nOshw06126QzNeecJPQ-n2KknTXzdOO5pSLnf8e3YCe2eWcHfRbRC2yfw44M3QAMgFo1ccaMSQ6HwmNv3UNkM&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email%22%20\h%20HYPERLINK%20%22https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2nTmDVa-g0eHhgaruYV4mKKUB4DfcLJLkEA1luG9srVUOUNWRlBSTzk2R1lTS0JRUUtYNjZWUDdCWi4u&wdLOR=c40CF17C0-EE37-8744-98C6-63BF986BCD4F&utm_campaign=Webinars%202022-23&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rU2vqoBcLcSOs0eKgtjMSUecPo3nOshw06126QzNeecJPQ-n2KknTXzdOO5pSLnf8e3YCe2eWcHfRbRC2yfw44M3QAMgFo1ccaMSQ6HwmNv3UNkM&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2nTmDVa-g0eHhgaruYV4mKKUB4DfcLJLkEA1luG9srVUOUNWRlBSTzk2R1lTS0JRUUtYNjZWUDdCWi4u&wdLOR=c40CF17C0-EE37-8744-98C6-63BF986BCD4F&utm_campaign=Webinars%202022-23&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rU2vqoBcLcSOs0eKgtjMSUecPo3nOshw06126QzNeecJPQ-n2KknTXzdOO5pSLnf8e3YCe2eWcHfRbRC2yfw44M3QAMgFo1ccaMSQ6HwmNv3UNkM&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email%22%20\h%20HYPERLINK%20%22https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2nTmDVa-g0eHhgaruYV4mKKUB4DfcLJLkEA1luG9srVUOUNWRlBSTzk2R1lTS0JRUUtYNjZWUDdCWi4u&wdLOR=c40CF17C0-EE37-8744-98C6-63BF986BCD4F&utm_campaign=Webinars%202022-23&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=2&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rU2vqoBcLcSOs0eKgtjMSUecPo3nOshw06126QzNeecJPQ-n2KknTXzdOO5pSLnf8e3YCe2eWcHfRbRC2yfw44M3QAMgFo1ccaMSQ6HwmNv3UNkM&utm_content=2&utm_source=hs_email

Texas First Diploma

The Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) is excited to introduce the Texas First Program, a program to
recognize high-achieving students. Eligible students can graduate early with the Distinguished Level of Achievement and
receive a scholarship at participating post-secondary four-year institutions*

e Texas A&M University e The University of Texas at Austin e University of Houston

e Texas State University e The University of Texas at Dallas e University of North Texas
e Texas Tech University e The University of Texas at El Paso

e The University of Texas at Arlington e The University of Texas San Antonio

* NOTE: Before September 1, 2023, the Texas First Scholarship was only applicable at 10 Texas public universities. However,
effective September 1, 2023, the number of institutions of higher education eligible to award the Texas First Scholarship to eligible
Texas First Diploma graduates expanded from 10 universities to all Texas public institutions of higher education, including
colleges, universities, and technical colleges (Senate Bill 2294, 88" Legislature, Regular Session).

Minimum Eligibility Requirements

[ 22 high school credit to be eligible and meet the Distinguished Level of Achievement

[] Final grade point average (GPA) 3.0 on 4.0 scale (approximately a “B”)

[] Earn an overall score of 80t percentile on one or more of : ACT, SAT, PSAT/NMSQT, TSIA/TSIA2, or GED, or has a GPA in the Top 10% of the
student’s current class.

[] Complete STAAR (EOC) requirements for: ¢EnglishlorIl eAlgebral ¢ Biology

[] Master each of the following subject areas:
» English Language Arts — Mastery in each of the subject areas can be shown in the following ways:

» Mathematics [] Meet the STAAR college readiness benchmarks by scoring 4000 on Algebra Il and English Il (No longer offered);

> Science [l Credit earned in core curriculum of an institution of higher education (dual credit) in which a student earns at a “C”;
or

» Social Studies [] Meets the subject area assessments and benchmark as outlined in Figure: 19 TAC §21.52(a)(2)(C) see your counselor

» Language Other than English............ scores used are: AP, DC, SAT-Subject test, CLEP subject test. See your counselor

[J Must be a Texas Resident and complete the FAFSA or TASFA

Important note: You must meet specific college admission/entrance requirements. Texas First Diploma does not guarantee admission.

If you graduate two or more semesters The Texas First Diploma does not Use it or lose it! The scholarship offer will
early, You'll receive a two-semester (one guarantee automatic admission for expire at the end of the first academic year
year) scholarship, worth several thousand students. Consult your counselor for following your graduation, so we

dollars, equivalent to the amount of the guidance on whether your grade point encourage you to attend college directly
TEXAS grant, to a participating college, average qualifies you for automatic after high school.

university, or technical college. admission under the top 10 percent law.

If you graduate one semester early, you'll
receive a one semester scholarship to a
participating college, university, or technical

college.

You may also be eligible for additional

financial aid at most of these institutions!

Upon graduation, counselors will complete the Texas First Diploma Eligibility Confirmation form. Upon receiving confirmation, the THECB will
issue certificates to those students who meet the eligibility requirements. Students will email their certificate to the attending post-secondary
institution.

Source of information: https://www.highered.texas.gov/our-work/empowering-our-students/the-texas-first-diploma/

Note: A student who does not meet all the requirements at time of graduation, will graduate early; however, not under the Texas First Diploma Program.
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