
Education Resources

The context note below has been adapted from the Reuters article, “The Race Gap: HowU.S. Systemic
Racism Plays Out in Black Lives”

Racial inequality continues in education -- from preschool to college -- setting upmany Black Americans for a
lifetime of social and economic disadvantages. A high-quality preschool can help close early skills gaps, but only
15% of Black children attend one, compared to 24% of white children, according to the National Institute for
Early Education Research, a nonprofit policy organization. Less than 1/3 of Black students earn a bachelor’s
degree or higher (which can open doors to higher-paying jobs with benefits like healthcare), compared to
almost 1/2 of white students.

More than 65 years after the U.S. Supreme Court outlawed school segregation, Black children often still attend
highly segregated and underfunded schools. Because of housing discrimination and school-district
gerrymandering, more than half of U.S. students attend schools with populations that aremore than 75%white
or 75% non-white, according to EdBuild, an organization that has advocated (fought/supported) for more
equitable (fair/just) school funding. The predominantly (mostly) non-white districts spent $2,000 less per
student one average than themostly white districts, largely because schools are financed by local property
taxes (homes in predominantly white areas are typically more expensive with higher taxes). Nationwide, that
amounts to a deficit (shortage) of $23 billion -- meaning that predominantly non-white schools receive
significantly less funding to provide for their students.

*school segregation: the practice of separating children of different races into different public schools
*housing discrimination: patterns of discrimination that affect a person's ability to rent or buy homes
*school-district gerrymandering: the practice of purposefully “drawing” the boundaries of school districts to favor specific groups
(usually determined by wealth or race/ethnicity).
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