
Housing/Segregation Resources

CONTEXT

Housing Segregation:Housing segregation in the United States is the practice of denying African Americans
and other People of Color equal access to housing through the process of misinformation [giving false
information], denial of realty and financing services, and racial steering [pushing people of certain races
towards/away from areas]. This practice was written into the law before Brown vs. the Board of Education
overturned it in the 1950s, but remains a de facto [true in fact but not by law] practice in our society today.

Redlining: In the 1930s, the federal governmentmade of maps of every urban area in the country. And those
maps were color-coded to indicate where it was safe to insuremortgages [ability to buy homes]. And anywhere
where African-Americans lived, anywhere where African-Americans lived nearby were colored red to indicate
to appraisers [people who assess home values] that these neighborhoods were too risky to insuremortgages
[how you purchase a home].

HomeOwnership: The American dream of homeownership isn’t a reality for many People of Color and their
families, who are only marginally more likely to own a home now than in 1968, when the Fair Housing act was
passed. Generations of housing &mortgage discrimination have contributed to the divide, as have Black
families’ lower incomes & larger debt loads. People of Color have traditionally been targeted for predatory
loans [loans that cost a lot more than normal], making themmore vulnerable to foreclosures [losing your
house]. Black people buying homes today pay larger fees for buying homes. And those who can buy homes often
get fewer financial benefits because properties in predominantly Black areas appreciate [grow in value] more
slowly than those in white areas, contributing to broader gaps in family wealth.

VIDEO: NPR: Housing Segregation & Redlining in America: A Short History (April 11, 2018) *warning -- some
explicit language at the beginning of the clip

VIDEO&ARTICLE: NBCNews Bay Area: Bay Area Is BecomingMore Racially, Economically Segregated: UC
Berkeley Study (June 21, 2021)

STATS &GRAPHS: SanMateoHousing Data fromData USA

ARTICLE: Forbes: “A Look at Housing Inequality and Racism in the U.S.” (June 3, 2020)

VIDEO: NowThis: HowHousing Redlining Contributed to theWealth Gap & Segregation (Video - February 19,
2020)

ARTICLE: USA Today: “RaceMatters: Gap Between Black andWhite Homeownership is Vast, NewReport Finds”
(June 29, 2020)

INTERACTIVEMAP: UCBerkeley Othering & Belonging Institute: Bay Area Interactive SegregationMap (Click
here for full project description)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O5FBJyqfoLM&t=74s
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/the-bay-area-is-becoming-more-racially-economically-segregated-uc-berkeley-study/2575526/
https://www.nbcbayarea.com/news/local/the-bay-area-is-becoming-more-racially-economically-segregated-uc-berkeley-study/2575526/
https://datausa.io/profile/geo/san-mateo-ca#housing
https://www.forbes.com/sites/dimawilliams/2020/06/03/in-light-of-george-floyd-protests-a-look-at-housing-inequality/#55eab5af39ef
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8zeecPN35g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I8zeecPN35g
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/06/29/black-homeownership-lags-whites-fueling-wealth-gap-report-finds/3244738001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/money/2020/06/29/black-homeownership-lags-whites-fueling-wealth-gap-report-finds/3244738001/
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/bay-segregation-map
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/segregationinthebay
https://belonging.berkeley.edu/segregationinthebay

