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COLLEGIAL CIRCLE DESCRIPTION

(Type your answer in the grey box below the question. The size of the box will adjust to the length of your answer.)

What were the anticipated objectives of this Circle?

To familiarize and implement The Daily Five, an approach to the management, activities and structure of our daily
literacy block. The Daily Five is a method of structuring the reading block so that every student is independently
engaged in meaningful literacy tasks.

What grade level(s) and or subject area(s) would benefit from this Circle?

‘ Grades K-5 — we specifically addressed the needs of students in 1% and 2™ grade

FINAL REFLECTIONS

(Type your answer in the grey box below the question.)

Was the outcome/goal of this Collegial Circle met? Explain.

Our goal was to provide students with whole group instruction in the process and procedures of The Daily Five. This
systematic instruction would eventually result in the students being engaged independently in one of the five
activities; Read to Self, Read to Someone, Work on Writing, Word Work, and listen to Reading. Some of us added a
sixth component, Work on Reading, to follow reading group instruction. During this time, teachers would have the
opportunity to meet with small groups or individual students providing focused and intense reading instruction. Our
goal was also to limit the number of work sheets as well as foster a classroom community based on teamwork and
cooperation. After a number of weeks introducing the five components, students have been actively and
independently engaged in The Daily Five since October/November.

How did the Collegial Circle assess whether the outcome was met?

Outcomes were met through periodic check-ins (e-mails, class visits and conversations) as well as small informal
group sharing throughout the year. All teachers became familiar with, and implemented some form of, The Daily
Five in their classroom. Students were provided three-five weeks of whole group instruction with the procedures of
the 5 components. As a result students are now independently engaged in The Daily Five routines for the 60-90
minute literacy block.

How did your work impact teaching/learning? Include student work samples, lesson plans, peer
reviews, etc.

Our collegial circle work impacted student’s work in a number of ways. Students are now able to independently
choose “just right books” for their individual book bins. They are also able to choose from one of the Daily Five
activities in 20-30 minute blocks. Whole group mini-lessons are provided in-between rotations as well as guided




reading group instruction and support by individual teachers and para-professionals. Through The Daily five,
children have learned the importance of building stamina when learning to read independently during Read to Self.
We have also provided a variety of teaching techniques, as well as materials, to keep interest levels high and
students engaged in Word Work activities. A classroom community based on teamwork and support was also
created. Children are engaged in meaningful literacy tasks during the literacy block.

Comments/additional information to share.




