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World War II



1. Appeasement: The act of giving in to an aggressor’s demands. Hitler 
convinced England and France to hand over land prior to WWII.

2. Munich Conference: Agreement reached to hand Sudetenland and 
Czechoslovakia over to Germany. APPEASEMENT.

3. Axis Powers: Germany, Italy, Japan.

4. Allied Powers: England, France, Soviet Union, USA

5. Anschluss: “addition” of Austria to Germany, 1938.

6. Blitzkrieg: “lightning war”. Full assault of ground, air, sea by Nazi armed 
forces.

7. Winston Churchill: British Prime Minister, refuses to surrender to Hitler 
and Germany.

Key Terms



8. Pearl Harbor: US Naval Base in Hawaii. Attacked by Japan, December 
1941. Draws US into WWII.

9. D-Day: Operation Overlord. Allied forces attack Normandy Beaches in 
June, 1944. Attempt to free France from Nazi control. TURNING POINT 
OF WWII.

10. Nazi-Soviet Pact: agreement by Stalin and Hitler prior to WWII, 
promising not to attack each other.

11. Genocide: the attempt to eliminate an entire race or ethnicity.

12. Concentration Camp: used by Germany in their “Final Solution” of the 
Jewish problem. 

13. Nuremburg Trials: Trials held after WWII to hold German officers 
responsible for Jewish Genocide.

Key Terms



14. United Nations: Peacekeeping force after WWII. Given an army with the 
chore of keeping peace and protecting human rights around the world.

15. Hiroshima / Nagasaki: Japanese cities destroyed by US Atomic Bombs 
at the end of WWII. Force Japanese surrender to U.S.A.

Key Terms



Causes of WWII



No progress in 
self-determination
and ending 
alliances.

No military to 
enforce decisions.

USA, Germany not 
members.

1. Ineffectiveness of the League of Nations



2.    Japan Attacks Manchuria

Why would Japan 
attack Manchuria?

Natural resources!

Ruthless attack in 
order to show 
progress since MEIJI 
RESTORATION.

“Rape of Manchuria”



Japan attacks Manchuria



Japan’s aggression in China “The Rape of Manchuria”



3.   Italy Attacks Ethiopia

*Shows Fascism working in 
Italy.

*League of Nations CANNOT 
STOP invasion. Italy quits 
League of Nations. 



4.   German Aggression in Europe

Anschluss (Addition) of Austria.

Takes back Alsace / Lorraine (Rhineland)

Claim “Sudetenland” (Czechoslovakia)



The Austrian Anschluss



5.  Appeasement—Munich Conference 1938



Appeasement: The Munich Agreement, 1938

“…Now we have “peace in our time!” 
Herr Hitler is a man we can do business with…”

British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain





The Sneetches and Other Stories, © 1953 Dr. Seuss







6.   The Nazi-Soviet Non-Aggression Pact, 1939

Germany Avoids Two Front War!!!





The enemy of my enemy is my friend.



7. The AXIS POWERS Formed

GERMANY, ITALY, JAPAN.





1. Invasion of Poland

2. Invasion of France

3. Battle of Britain

4. Pearl Harbor

5. Germany Invades Soviet 
Union

6. D-Day

7. Italy, Germany 
Surrender

8. Holocaust Discovered

9. Atomic Bombs in Japan

10.Nuremburg Trials

Main Events of World War II



September, 1939

German “Blitzkrieg” 
conquers Poland. 

Flat Plains made 
Blitzkrieg effective.

World watches in awe of 
the Nazi War machine.

1. Invasion of Poland



Invasion of Poland. 
Geography allows an easy victory for the Nazi BLITZKRIEG.





June, 1940

France conquered in 4 weeks.

2. Invasion of France







1940-1944

Britain refuses to surrender to 
Nazi attack.

Hitler cannot invade due to 
Geography of England.

USA Remains Neutral. 

3. Battle of Britain











German Aggression in Europe



December 7th, 1941

USA Attacked by Japan

Draws US into war against Axis 
powers (Germany, Japan, Italy)

4. Pearl Harbor





1941

Violates Nazi/Soviet Pact

Germany cannot win due to 
weather, geography.

5. Germany attacks Soviet Union





Turning Point of WWII

US, England launch attack to 
liberate France from Nazi Control. 
Force Germany to fight 2 front war.

June 6th, 1944

6. D-Day



The Atlantic Wall









SAVING PRIVATE RYAN



Normandy Today, Site of D-Day



2 Front War 
For Germany







Liberation of Paris, 1944



Mussolini killed by 
Italians, Hitler 
commits suicide.

US and Soviet 
Union take control 
of Berlin.

May 8th 1945: V-E 
Day.

7. Italy and Germany Surrender



April 30th, 1945: Hitler commits suicide





April 30th, 1945: Hitler commits suicide



2 Front War 
For Germany



Fighting 
Famine in 
South Sudan

#southsudan

Does this video have 
a point of view?

Does it have a bias?

Is it reliable?

http://www.cbsnews.com/videos/fighting-famine/


#8: Concentration Camps discovered. May, 1945



Hide in Plain Sight.

Does this video 
have a point of 
view?

Does it have a bias?

Is it reliable?



Dachau Concentration Camp











1. South Sudan

2. Quiz

3 Video on Discovery of the Holocaust.

Identify Similarities in these 3 items. How are these three 
things related? Small groups, answer on ONE iPad.

Enduring Issue

Collaborate, and Corroborate 



Slave Labor at Buchenwald

Eli Wiesel



Victims Killed
Jews 5.9 million

Soviet POWs 2–3 million

Ethnic Poles 1.8–2 million

Romani 220,000–1,500,000

Disabled 200,000–250,000

Freemasons 80,000

Slovenes 20,000–25,000

Homosexuals 5,000–15,000

Jehovah's
Witnesses

2,500–5,000



“I told him that I did not believe that they could burn 
people in our age, that humanity would never tolerate 
it . . .”
― Elie Wiesel, Night 

Does humanity “tolerate” it today?
49.8 million ** deaths by genocide since 1945.

(China, Cambodia, East Timor, Sudan, 
Rwanda, Bosnia, Kosovo, Congo, Uganda)

What can I do? 





Germany Surrenders, 
Japan does not.

US Decides to utilize 
Atomic Weapons.

Hiroshima: August 6th, 
1945

Nagasaki: August 8th, 
1945

Japan Surrenders: August 
10th, 1945.

9. Atomic Bombs in Japan



Hiroshima, August 6th, 1945





Trials held in Germany to hold Nazi leadership responsible for Holocaust.

Germany will remain under the control of US, USSR, England, France.

10. Nuremburg Trials

Hermann Goring at Nuremberg



 Germany Divided into 
4 Sections.

 Japan forced to accept 
new constitution with 
Democracy.

 Create United Nations

 Atomic Weapons 
introduced to the 
world.

 Rivalry between US 
and USSR to control 
Eastern Europe.

 What do we do with 
the surviving Jewish 
population?

End of WWII


